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TO THE 


AIDS OF HONOUR. 


LADIES, | 
Tus writer of the following trifle re- 
queſts the honour of preſenting to you 
the Hiſtory of a Lady who formerly 
held the ſame exalted ſituation that you 
hold now. Permit Iſabella Markham 
to ſolicit your patronage for the Au- 
thor, who has the honour of being, 


With great reſpect, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 


Tue OLD WOMAN, 
May 1, 1799. | 
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PRE FACE. 


Pray, Sir, in all the reading which 
you have ever read, did you ever read 
ſuch a book, as Locke's Eſſay upon the 
Human Underſtanding ? — Don't anſwer 
me raſhly ; becauſe many, I know, quote 
the book who have not read it; and many 
have read it who underſtand it not. 
If either of theſe be your caſe, as I write 
do inſtruct, I will tell you in three words 
' What the book is: it is a Hiſtory.— A 
« Hiſtory! of who? what? where? 
ce when?“ Don't hurry yourſelf; it is 
a hiſtory book, Sir, (which may poſ- 
- fibly recommend it to the world,) of 
what paſſes in a man's own mind; and 
if you will fay ſo much of the book, and 
no more, believe me, you will cut no 
contemptible figure in a metaphyſical 
circle, But this * the way. 


Now 


viii | PREFACE, 

Now if you will venture to go, along 
with me, and look down into the bottom 
of this matter, it will be found that the 
cauſe of obſeurity and confuſion in the 
mind of man is threefold. 1 


Dull organs, Dear Sir, in the firſt place: 
ſecondly, ſlight and tranſient impreſ- 
ſions, made by the objects when the 
ſaid organs are not dull: and, thirdly, 
a memory like unto a ſieve, not able to 


retain what i it has received. 
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Lozp 3 of 3 a 1 ä 
ably handſome man, with good ſenſe 
and ſound morals, poſſeſſed all the 
accompliſnments of a gentleman; he 
had ready wit, and was one of the 
brighteſt ornaments of t he court of 
Elizabeth. E a | 


This nobleman was deff perately in 
love with Iſabella Markham, one of her 
majeſty's maids of honour. My lord 
fights and made verſes; the lady was 
very reſerved ; 74 and the queen kept a 
riet e eye upon them; for, as ſhe preferred 

" VOL 1. B | 0. 
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a life of relibacy berſelf, ſhe was not 
pleaſed when thoſe about her IX the 
marriage ſtate. This affair was there- 

| fare. carried on ſlowly ; and, the Jucen 
growing old and daily declining, her 
great mind and good diſpoſition loſt 
their powers: the firſt degenerated into 
weakneſs, and the latter into fretfulneſs; 
ſo much ſo indeed, that thoſe of her at- 
tendants ts who had 'been accuſtomed to 
her ſormer kate, could. i bear he 


"EE Br 112 „I 4 
change. Es "Or 7 es 


* 141 
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ie e Mathe 885 arge, 
| fel thoſe effects much more, Fevetely 
than the other ladies. Some have ſaid, 


dehat theſe fine feelings proceeded from 
1 ſeeing her royal miſtreſs ſo loſt from ED 
4 What the was before; others, that, the 
. Adqueen's.<Qures always turned upon the 
| inconyeniences, the. troubles, the miſe. 
ries of the, marrie 


. FEEL 


ate, frequently 
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glancing at the paſſion of lord Harring- 
ton for the fair maid of honour; and 
after theſe converſations, ſhe thought 
the queen more pettiſh than uſual ; or, 
as Others will have it, the fair lady found 
her royal miſtreſs's remarks more diſ- 
agreeable. Whether it was one, the 
other, or both, is not certain; but cer- 
tain it is, that the queen and the maid of 
honour were not ſo fond of each other's 
ſociety as formerly. ay 

Time however, which ene 
all things, releaſed this great queen from 
the troubles of this tranſitory life, after 
a long and glorious reign ; and I believe 
that her ſubjects of all deſcriptions will 
ever revere her memory, and acknow- 
ledge that ſhe poſſeſſed the happy art 
of governing with dignity to herſelf 1 
baren to chem. 5 
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Aſter a proper time had elapſed, the 
erin lord” Harrington called Iſabella 
Markham his wife. The new king was 
gracious; ' but how different was the 
eourt of James from that of Elizabeth! 
all elegance, all dignity, was flown with 
the miſtreſs of England. The king was 
'Aa pedant, fond of the wrangling of 1 the 
ſchools, extremely ſuperſtitious and ill 
bred, ſpoke the Engliſh language im- 
perfectly, and was the oppoſite of 

ey een in 477 758 A - | 


| IT ROPER 
855 havingfor ſome years been accuſtomed to 
eonverſe with Leiceſter, the Ceeils, Eſſex, 

fir Philip Sidney, fir Fulke Greville, and 
other ſtars which ſhone at the Engliſh 
court, the found the converſation of the 
preſent courtiers extremely groſs and of- 
ſenſiye; but the Harringtons? fortunes not 


vue as and their Tamily 8 — 
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they were reſolved to ſtay in London, if 
poſſible, to better them. The king ac- 
Enowledged them to be clever, polite, 
and good people : for the latter he liked 
them; but as for the former qualities, 
they were diſregarded : in ſhort, not 
having any thing of the kind himſelf, 
he thought them uſeleſs accompliſh- 
ments. . 


Aſter a marriage of ſeven years, my 
lord and lady found themſelves only 
company for each other. The manners 
of the court were entirely changed; all 
that gallantry and high ſpirit which ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſned the reign of 
Elizabeth was fled; all the courage and 
heroiſm which gave grace to the youth 

of her time, were loſt in the ſpiritleſs 
James; not a ray of glory ever illuminat- 
ed his heart; his head was full of 
polemical fancies; and his converſation. 
| 33 _  abounged- 
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| After a proper time had chaſed, the 
ra lord Harrington called Iſabella 
Markham his wife. The new king was 
gracious ' but how different was the 
court of James from that of Elizabeth! 


all elegance, all dignity, was flown with 


the miſtreſs of England. The king was 


à pedant, fond of the wrangling of the 


ſchools, extremely ſuperſtitious and ill 
bred, ſpoke the Engliſh language im- 
perfectly, and was the oppoſite of 


. n! in e a canal 


ar. 


pes 4ngton Maha: 


havingfor ſome years been accuſtomed to 
converſe with Leiceſter, the Cecils; Eſſex, 


| Gr Philip Sidney, fir Fulke Greville, and 


other ſtars which ſhone at the Engliſh 
court, ſhe found the converſation of the 
preſent courtiers extremely groſs and of- 
fenſiye; but the Harringtonsꝰ fortunes not 


being 9 and their — increaſing, 


1 
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they were reſolved to ſtay in London, if 
poſſible, to better them. The king ac- 
| knowledged them to be clever, polite, 
and good people: for the latter he liked 
them; but as for the former qualities, 
they were diſregarded: in ſhort, not 
having any thing of the kind himſelf, 
he thought them uſeleſs TT 
ments. f * 


Aſter a marriage of ſeven years, my 
lord and lady found themſelves only 
company for each other. The manners 
of the court were entirely changed; all 
that gallantry and high ſpirit which ſo 
_ eminently . diſtinguiſhed the reign of 
Elizabeth was fled; all the courage and, 
heroiſm which gave grace to the youth 
of her time, were loſt in the ſpiritleſs 
James; not a ray of glory ever illuminat- 
ed his heart; his head was full of 


_ polemical fancies; and his converſation. 


B3 abounded 
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abounded with indelicacies, which he 
uttered as well as he could to the laugh- 
ing eourtiers. | 7 | 


Lady Harrington never went to eourt; 
it was-no place for women ; my lord, but 
ſeldom. Time paſſed on, and their four 
children grew rapidly, when a diſtant 
relation of lady Harrington's died and 
left her a thouſand pounds. Their 
ſituation was an uneaſy one they there- 
fore reſolved to leave London, and 
reſide at Coombe Abbey near Coventry, 
which was my lord's paternal eſtate. 
The abbey was in good repair; and 
prudence ſuggeſted, that five hundred 
of the thouſand would render it com- 
fortable, and they might reſide there 
with much leſs expence than in London, 
where they had been ſo much neglected. 
The town furniture added to that at the 
abbey would render it well furniſhed, 


MAD OF HONOUR. 7 


at leaſt as well as reaſonable, prudent 
people could Win. A governor was 
provided from Oxford for the ſons, and 
Was occaſionally to inſtruet the daughters, 


- They. left 1 with a figh, ber 
ladyſhip Sy much more fincere than my 
lord's, as the metropolis; had been her 
reſidenee for fome ytars; a great part 
of her , youth, was paſſed there; and a 
retroſpection of our juvenile days is. 
ever accompanied with a melancholy 
Pleaſure. She could not diveſt herſelf 
of the idea of the court of Greenwich, 

Where her royal miſtreſs was born; nor 
.could. the recollect Nonſuch without 

rer. 1 Thoſe times, would ſhe think, 
are pa alt by as a fleeting cloud, never to 
S Was « 6 happy when. they 
exiſted? No, not perfectly ſo; but my 
unealineſs proceeded from trifles ; yet 
1 recollect that thoſe trifles were ſerious 


B 4 by things 


o 4 * 
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Wings to me then; and perhaps ten or 
-fifteen- years hence, what now agitates 
my mind may apptar-quite as trifling ; 
and then fiſteen years farther, in all 
Probability, if it be poſſible for frail 
mortality to remember, I may conſider 
every nation beneath the moon as a 
hive of bees or:a:;colony of ants. Buſy 
world, farewe lhʒ fare well! I go not from 
a court to à cloiſter 3 but from a great 
"ie to an abbey; to retirement in the 
country, where, perhaps, 1 may net 
find one ſoul congenial wich my own. 
Ungrateſul that I am, to forget the 
ſource whence all my cares and plea- 
- ſures. proceed! But oh, my friend! che 
friend of my youth, had I but you to 
= comfort me in my retirement, your 
2 good ſenſe and eternal cheerfüneſs 
would gild the walls of a' cottage. But 
that is impoſſible you muſt be flown 


to A a happier region, or your friend 
1 : Ilabella 
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Iſabella would not ſo long have mourned 
your loſs. Yet let me imitate. your 
conduct when living; let me, while I 
recolle& your virtues, endeavour ta 
emulate them, and at the me time 
recall the natural courage of my heart 
and the fortitude of my mind to bear 
with patience and reſignation my 
event which * e 1 


— The eldeſt fon Kh up, and obſerving 
that her horſe did not travel with his 
uſual ſpirit, inquired if he was well; 
ſor to flag at the beginning of a journey 
was a very bad ſymptom. The fault 
ee js in myſelf, I believe, ſaid his mo- 
ther; „ for I was attending tothe fine 
e neſs of the weather, and therefore let 
« the animal do juſt as he pleaſed; but 
« 1 caſt my eyes toward you, and 
« thoug ht you ſeemed to be loſt in me · 
4 den. -, So I was,” ke rige 


* 3 1 * j B 5 * and 
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«-and what do you think my thoughts 

© were employed about??? — Your 

cc horſe, probably, or the hounds we 

te are to have at the Abbey; or making 

tc A new ſet of min tackle; though 

* I ſhould be much more gratified if 

* your ſtudies ice the object of your 

ee thoughts.” — * None of thoſe, my 

« dear mother; I was thinking what 

et prince Henry might be doing. You 

* know he was ever gracious to me; 
my father thinks proper to live at 
Coombe Abbey; I dare ſay he is right 
V in ſo doing; but I extremely regret 
Leaving the prince. He ſeems ſo 
_ - «brave, and ſo good, that I could lay 
e down my life for him; and if he were 
4 king, I am ſure it would be better for 
« England. How ſhould you know, 
Robert, what is beſt for England? 
The king is a man of peace, and a 
"Me va man; ; and your darling prince 

| cc Henry 


— — 1 1 
— UU: — — 


1 * - 
_ * e —— — 
6 
7 l 


x 
WS 2 
1 


MAlD OF HON OUR. 11 


Henry will; I hope, be king in time. 


« Come, ſpur N . © let us 
join the nw” | | 2 


"7 $2 I's. 7 *13 4 


The Gadd of Jon \ Harrington con- 


7 


| fiſted of four children. Robert, the 


eldeſt, was juſt turned- of fifteen ;. and 
his father, as all fathers are apt to flatter 
themſelves, -' thought him a youth of 
parts. : John was fourteen, and had no 
characteriſtics but fun and miſchief; 
Elizabeth twelve, and” Matilda tem 


There was nothing uncommon in theſe 


children; they were well ſhaped and 
healthy, and, as far as could be judged; 


had good ſenſe; and if they were pro- 


perly educated were likely to be elegant 
ladies and gentlemen, 4 uſeful mem- 
ders of __" 

"in ivilled! on "e eaſy 4 tilt , 


the nen of Coombe Abbey appeared in 
"Hit: BO | views 
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1 Harrington's heart ac- 
33 the plate of his birth with 
a melancholy pleaſure. Happy hours 
of childhood, he thought, how oft have 
I climbed and logked out of that turret 
window! how oſt have I exereiſed my 
| Horſe in the mẽnage, or myſelf at ball 
in the park I ho] quick I ran to join 
the hawking or hunting traip, and how 
flow did I return to my preceptor, 

and my ſtudies ! Let. have found more 
reſources in che latter than youth would 
_ waſte a thought upon; but youth muſt 
be reſtrained (looking at his children); 
yet ſhould I have been ſo ſtrong as I am 
if T had waſted more time over the mid- 
night lamp? No, it would not have been 
poſſible: I muſt therefore, from my own 
feelings and experience, endeavour at 
leaſt to bring up my ſons. to be uſeful 
members'of ſociety; I will enure their 
| bodies to fatigue dy emerge aadtheix 

ele „ 32 be minds 
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1 mind by degrees to ftudy ; Twill regu- 
late my on e and 1 ae to 
lucas r aha 
cee Ny k lord,” 440 Elizabeth, ec jg hid 
ce our houſe ? it ſeems to be very large.” 
„ Yes,” he replied, that is the abbey, 
_ © the place where I was born, and where 
| «pulſed ſo many agrovable dy in iy 
« youth. But my father could not give 
ce me a large fortune, and I was ſent into 
« the world to endeavour to make one. 
« This houſe was my. elder brother's, 
« who lived many years after the death of 
«© my father. You fay it looks very 
te large, and it is ſo; my brother lived 
te in a much more expenſive ſtyle than 
ec his fortune could bear, and died much 
« in debt. As an honeſt man I have 
ce paid thoſe debts, and hope to ſave 
« fortunes for you, 18 childr 15 "RY 
_ * living prudentiy/ © 


« It 
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It looks dreadfully frowning and 
« gloomy,” ſaid Elizabeth. It is the 
ec character of this ſtyle of architecture; 


it would not appear ſo magnificent, 


bf if it Wer e lighter; it formerly belonged 
ct to a ſociety of nuns, and, if J miſtake 


<« not, was firſt endowed by a Richard 


te de Camville, four hundred years ago; 
< but it has undergone many repairs and 
cc, alterations ſince its foundation, and, 
ec gloomy as you now think it, has in 
es all probability been much more ſo; 


ec four hundred years raiſe and My | 


« as Wang 


% 
823 


ww Prey my Lordi) id lady Eerie 


ton, ho came it into your family? 


& It was given, replied my lord, to 
& an anceſtor of mine by Edward the 
Fourth, for taking Henry the Sixth 
<& priſoner ; and Henry the Eighth gave 


6 "on Bath eſtate I now poſſeſs, which 


c was 


7 
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e aS church land, to my grandfather 


« when he married his natural daughter; 
« and your late royal miſtreſs was my 


Ko ec,” 


They were now very near the Abbey; 


the hazy twilight ſhadowed' every ob- 
ject, and threw falſe lights upon the 
beautiful Gothic architecture. My 
lady did not feem in ſpirits, probably 


fatigued by her journey; the boys were 


filent, and the girls ſeemed fearful of 


they knew not what; when after croſſing 


two courts, a large hall, and a long kind 
of ſtone gallery, they arrived at a mag - 


nificent room, in which was a comfort - 
able fire. Es 


ee Tou are all welcome to the Abbey,“ 
ſaid my lord, embracing them; © and 


de ] hope we ſhall live to ſpend many 


Ks cheerful N here; nay I will add 
ce years.” 
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« years.” After ſome unintereſting con- 
n _—_ retired t to reſt, | 


| Mitre Bridget, the young g ladies 
waiting · gentle woman, attended; Brid- 


get herſelf alſo was waited on by an old 
woman who had taken care of the Abbey | 


for many years. Why do you give 
ic that good woman the trouble of com- 
ing up with you, Bridget?“ —< 1 


Y could hardly ſee, I mean. ind my way, 


—< But do not keep her 


te young lady. 


es here, ſaid ils Harrington s '* ſhe 


* muſt be tired; I am ſure I am, and 


_ « ſhall ſoon be afleep. But where do 


ce you ſteep, Bridget: ? nc In the NEeXE 
« room, young lady. \Then {end 
« this poor woman to reſt9?” ſaid miſs 
8 oy , 


« cooks, the houſemaids, eos Pages, the 


cc here 


1 n another ** have been 
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« here theſe two days, and have got 
every thing in order; and this is 
« Goody Dickens, who has been a long 
« while in this place, knows every crick 
and corner, and is wife to the under 
« gardener.” —* Then her huſband is 
10 fitting up for her, returned miſs Har- 
tington. Goody Dickens, go down; 
e Bridget has nothing to do but to go 
« to reſt; do go.“ The old woman 
curtſied, but moved not. Indeed, 
te my dear young lady, ſaid Bridget, 
trembling, ce. I don't know how ſne can 
«po; do let her ſleep: this one night 
ce with me.“ — What are you afraid 
1 of ?P—& Oh the nuns,” the exclaitn- 
ed, “ he nuns 1% The nuns,” ſaid 
miſs Harrington, © have Been all dead 
« theſe hundred: years. Now, Bridget, 
<« I have a great regard for you; but 
e if my mother were to know that you 
5. mentioned any nonſenſe of this fort, 
bs 54d 2 + 66 you 
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you would not remain an hour in the 


te houſe.” —< But did not vou tell me 2 


= horrible focy of a nun, Goody Dick- 
e ens 5 cc No,“ ſaid the old woman ; 


te but I began to tell you a ſtory that 
« vas told me by my grandmother, 
© which: have heard many and many 
d winter's night; and as you ſeemed 
ito. be: ſleepy, M 78. Bridget, 3 thought 


de it might divert you; but it would take 


ct a. Whole ſummer's day to make an end 


4 on' t.“ —< would not bear it, if it 


< took row two minutes, ſaid miſs 
Harrington, ce T,am ſo. fatigued 3 thero· 


tt fore, good Bridget, do take away the 
« candle 3. for I, believe my ſiſter is 


* aſleep.” Mrs. Bridget obeyed with 


r. rand Good 1 Dielen went n . 


— 
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mer at. breakfaſt, mutual inquiries were 
made 


2 


3 
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made how they had refled, which received 
ſatisfactory anſwers. The girls thought 


= the place very dull, and the painted 


glaſſes very fine; the boys wanted a 
ramble in the park to look about them; 
and when breakfaſt was over my lord 
and lady were left by themſelves. They 
remained ſome time ſilent, my lord 
thrown back in a chair, and my lady 
with one elbow upon the table, ſupport- 
ing her head with her hand. The oc- 
caſion of this ſilence it would take ſome 
time to develope; my lord was a very 
clever man, and my lady as clever a 
woman; both were good people, and 
happy in each other; they had good 
ſenſe, good education, and were well 
accompliſned in all the elegant amuſe- 
ments of the times; but they were now 
thrown out of the path they had been 
uſed to purſue; and that, Courteous 
Reader, was a very ſerious affair for a 
man 
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2 man of letters; had been highly ap- 
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man of forty-five and a woman of forty ; - 
it was, as it were, beginning life over 
again. Their preſent ſituation had not 
been conſidered ſufficiently ; they had 
left London becauſe it was diſagreeable 
to them, without drawing any fixed plan 

for getting rid of time; the heavieſt of 
all things when you do not know which 


way to make uſe of it; in ſhort, at this 
moment they were both in a Witts of ab- 


ay 2 indecilon. 


* 


r lord, 1 digg been obſerved, was 


plauded for his ſkill at tournaments; 
was a ſoldier when the country was 
threatened with invaſion by the Armada; 
and had been an excellent horſeman and 
tenhis player ; but his ardour for thofe 


15 exerciſes was abated, as was alſo the 


. of wanne verſes n the fair 
* F loſtellas 
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Floſtellas of his time; ; and he . 
. meditation. 

5 en was well verſed in 
ſacred hiſtory, and in the hiſtory and 
geography of her own country; had 
been taught by Iſaac Oliver to draw, 
and was extremely fond of flowers; had 
read a great deal, and was much em- 
ployed that way by her royal miſtreſs; 
ſhe could play too in a very good ſtyle 
upon the lute. How then did it hap- 
pen that theſe good people could not 
ſet themſelves about ſomething? = 


At length lady Harrington, yawning, 
and ftretching her arms, ſaid, «© My 


. (ear lord, I wiſh I had before I left 


« London purchaſed materials for work- 
e ing a bed.” —« Do we want one, my 
& dear?” returned his lordſhip. « Yes,” 
the neu © Was in the ſouth room 1s 


"y very 


22 

ce very ſhabby ; and the r is * 
fine, and in ſuch very good condition, 
ec that if we had a rich, handſome, 
« worked bed, and a dozen chairs o ß 
ce the ſame pattern, it would, I think, 
*;he n furniſhed room in the 
<« houſe.” —* Do you think,” ſaid my 
lord, * it mips tie better than the pur- 
ce ple velvet with the gold fringe, which 
« King Henry gave to my grandfather?“ 
—< Oh by no means,” replied ' my 
lady; © that bed I ſhall be extremely 
cc careful of; and, riſing, added, I 
te ſhall go and look at it directly,” 
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Going into the lobby, ſhe bade the 
page. tell-her woman to come to her, and 
then, recollecting herſelf, ſhe deſired he 
would ſend up Vincent the houſekeeper. 
| She was conſulting, with her, when ſhe 
faw her daughters coming towards her, 


| who ſaid 0 wiſhed to walk in the 
garden, 


| 
| 
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9 as the weather was ſo fine; and 
cCoody Dickens had told Bridget that it 
vas quite a paradiſe. We know how 
(fond you are of bowers and flowers,” 
faid Matilda. Tes,“ returned lady 

Harrington, I am a paſſionate admirer 
« of thoſe things; but if you and Eliza- 
ce beth could have an idea of Nonſuch, 

ce you would not, I am afraid, have a 
© very magnificent one of goody Dick- 


te ens's e ona8 ot 


It was now the middle of May; the 
meh had been mild and favourable; 
and the air extremely ſoft and perfumed? 
They went through the great hall into 
a ſquare court which led to the garden; 
every thing ſeemed to ſmile; the birds 
ſung, and the firſt thing which caught 


their attention was an old man weeding 
a bed of tulips. He ſaid, that his name 


was Simon Dickens; but he was only 
under- 
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Abbey many enn ; chit: his father had 
been head-gardener, but, unluckily for 
him, died when he wWas only fourteen 


ried the late lord's under Sk; he had 
taken all the pains, he. could to do right, 


and hoped his honourable : lordſhip and 
her honourable ladyſhip would continue 
him on; for he was /orely pleaſed to think 
he ſhould ſee the fine old Abbey flouriſh 
as it did twenty years ago. Lady Har- 
rington replied, that if ſhe heard a good 
character of him, ſhe. hoped; he would, 
A man now appeared at a diſtance. 
c That is our gardener, my lady, ſaid 
Simon. We want to ſee; the garde,” 
faid her ladyſhip; © pray. ſhow it us.“ 
The gardener made his beſt bios an 
a a ap in ws 
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years old; that his mother had been 3 
dead twenty years, and himſelf had mar- 


by 
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The garden, though upon a ſmaller 
ſcale, was ornamented with trellis-work, 
cabinets of verdure, ftraight walks em- 
bowered with trees, in the ſtyle of Non- 
ſuch ; and with flower- beds formed into 
cyphers. hen this was pointed out to 
lady Harrington, ſhe aſked who ordered 
it, ce Nobody ordered, pleaſe your lady- 
e ſhip,” returned the man; * for my 
ec late lord never troubled himſelf about 
ce theſe things. But when I firſt came 
ce here I heard that the queen thought 
« this part the moſt pleaſant, and fat 
ce herſelf down upon that old bench, 
ce which I have done all I could to keep 
ce together; but as the weather has almoſt 
cc demoliſhed it, I made theſe flower- 
ce beds in the form of Q. E. as a memo- 
ce randum.” —< It is very well,” ſaid 
lady Harrington, “ but if it had been 
« E. R. I think it would have been 
ec better.” The gardener hoped her 

VOL. I, - 3 


= 


a 


- 


26 THE WITCH, AND THE 


ladyſhip did not diſlike i it, as he could 
make any letters her ladyſhip choſe next 
year. No, it would do very well, and 
ſhe was much pleaſed to ſee the garden 
ſo well kept up. My lord,” ſaid he, 
ce ordered, upon the death of his 
th brother, to have every thing kept 
cc the ſame as before; and I have done 
ec every. thing in my power to obey 
ce him. He then ſhewed them the 
kitchen ground and orchard, which were 
in the ſame good order; when, deſiring 
ſome flowers might be ſent in, they 
made the gardener a preſent, and re- 
turned i into the houſe. | 


* 


4 "Lady Harrington now, throwing her- 
ſelf into a chair, ſaid, © I think, girls, 
« we will turn „ ee Oh, they 
. ſhould like it of all things; . how 
2 they get their knowledge ? Why 


25 n N . do not ſuppoſe there 
cc are 
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te are any in the library; but if you 
« remember, Elizabeth, I have a her- 
« bal by Gerard, who I believe was a 
« phyſician; and he treats of the cul- 
« tivation of plants as well as preparing 
« them for medicine. Our books are 
c unpacking, and we ſhall have them 
« to-morrow.” * That is delightful,” 
ſaid Matilda; © for we can have trees 
ce planted by the water, which will pro- 
© duce geeſe,” “ Nonſenſe,” returned 
lady Harrington. © Indeed, madam,” 
ſaid Elizabeth, © we took the book out 
ce of the houſekeeper's room, when ſne 
ce had it in London to make medicines 
ce from, and, looking at the prints, we 
« found a tree which bore: geeſe, and 
« Matilda read the account; and the 
ce geeſe are called barnacles, and they 
e grow in Lancaſhire.” —* A ſtrange 
e account this,” replied lady Harring- 


ton ; © but if we can get trees to pro- 
"1. e quce 
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cc quce fowls, Matilda, why, ſo much 

. the better; let us now be quiet till. 
ec dinner; for I obſerved the dial in the 
cc garden was paſt eleven when we left 
et it, and my lord and your brothers will 
2 ſoon return.” 


In half an hour my i and his ſons 
came in, and dinner was ſerved. ce Well 
« boys,” ſaid lady Harrington, ce how 
« have you ſpent your time ?''—<< Very 

et pleaſantly, madam ; for we found in 
es the park the fineſt turf to exerciſe our 
ec horſes upon that can well be imagined, 
ec and the clevereſt ſpots to ſhoot at 
ee the target; there we ſaw twenty fine 
« mares and as many colts; you will 
< have plenty of palfreys, ſiſters ; for 
« there are ſeveral that will ſuit you 
« exactly.” 1 : 


ee J am glad, young i gentfemen,” ſaid 


Mr. Fairfax, their tutor, © that you like 
ec the 
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ec the Abbey; it certainly is a ſine place, 
« and I hope to-morrow we ſhall have a 
« room to begin our ſtudies in.“ Ro- 
dert looked grave, and John chagrined. 
« Very juſtly obſerved,” faid lord Har- 
rington; © your mother and myſelf will 
te this evening appoint one for you. Are 
« your books come, fir?” Mr. Fairfax 
anſwered in the affirmative, and added, 
that he had been employed in putting 
them in ſome order. The young peo- 
ple diſperſed after dinner, and towards 
evening my lord, my lady, and Mr. 
Fairfax, went over the houſe; the rooms 
were magnificent, and the furniture ſuit- 
able, but old faſhioned; in the rooms. 
were ſcattered ſome portraits of the 
family, -and remarkable perſons; the 
library was a beautiful room, and well 
furniſhed with the beſt books in Latin 
and Engliſh, down to the thirtieth year 
of Elizabeth ; for the late lord was not 

Cc 3 a bookiſn 
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a bookiſh man. Adjoining the library 
was a very good room, partly furniſhed 
with ſhelves; this was allotted by my 
lord as a ſtudy for his ſons, and orders 
were given to remove their books under 


Mr. F airfax's directions. 


Mr. Fairfax had taken his Maſter of 
Arts degree at Oxford, was about ſe ven- 
and- twenty years of age; learned, grave, 
and ſaturnine; and perhaps one of the 
moſt improper men in the world to 
conciliate the love of young people. 
He was deſtitute of that cheerfulneſs ſo 
agrecable to youth ; ſtern, pedantic, 
and ſelf-conceited, he ſpoke little, read 
old authors much, and ate a great deal 
more; the two latter indeed ſeemed to 
be his only pleaſures. He was not in 
orders, and was rather ſuſpected to be 
partial to the new ſects in government 

| and 


— 
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and religion which were ſpringing up 
in many parts of the kingdom. 


Mr. Butler, the vicar of the pariſh, 
was his oppoſite in every reſpect, He 
was mild, cheerful, and accommodating, 
and charitable to the poor in his pariſh, 
whom he was ever ready to relieve. 
He read prayers at the Abbey on Wed- 
| neſdays and Fridays; and the family 
from thence always attended him to the. 
pariſh church on Sundays. He had 
a wife about his own age, and two 
daughters who were in their twenty-fifth 
and twenty-third years. Mrs. Butler, 
a very good woman, troubled herſelf ' 
little with the world out of her own 
houſe, and even there her occupations 
were not very extenſive, her houſehold 
conſiſting of only one female ſervant; 
and a boy. She was an excellent 
manager, and underſtood all culinary 
e matters 


. 30 ern wren, AND THE 


2 a man. Adjoining the library 
was a very good room, partly furniſhed 
with ſhelves; this was allotted by my 
lord as a ſtudy for his ſons, and orders 
were given to remove their books under 


Mr. F airfax's directions, 


Mr. Fairfax had taken his Maſter of 
Arts degree at Oxford, was about ſe ven- 
and- twenty years of age; learned, grave, 
and ſaturnine; and perhaps one of the 
moſt improper men in the world to 
conciliate the love of young people. 
He was deſtitute of that cheerfulneſs ſo 
agreeable to youth ; ſtern, pedantic, 
and ſelf-conceited, he ſpoke little, read 
old authors much, and ate a great deal 
more; the two latter indeed ſeemed to 
be his only pleaſures. He was not in 
orders, and was rather ſuſpected to be 
partial to the new ſects in government 
| and 


— 


MAID OF HONOUR, 32 


and religion which were ſpringing up 
in many parts of the kingdom. 


Mr. Butler, the vicar of the pariſh, 
was his oppoſite in every reſpect, He 
was mild, cheerful, and accommodating, 
and charitable to the poor in his pariſh, 
whom he was ever ready to relieve. 
| He read prayers at the Abbey on Wed- 

neſdays and Fridays; and the family 

from thence always attended him to the. 
pariſh church on Sundays. He had 
a wife about his own age, and two 
daughters who were in their twenty-fifth 
and twenty-third years. Mrs. Butler, 
a very good woman, troubled herſelf 
little with the world out of her own 
houſe, and even there her occupations 
were not very extenſive, her houſehold 
conſiſting of only one female ſervant; 
and a boy. She was an excellent 
manager, and underſtood all culinary 
c 4 matters 
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matters as well as any woman for forty 
miles round the parſonage, as ſhe fre- 
quently declared; and, though Mr. 
Butler's income was ſmall, yet his table 
was as well furniſhed as thoſe of his more 
opulent neighbours. He had already ſav- 
ed five. hundred pounds for each of his 
daughters; had an eſtate of fifty pounds 
a-year, which he purchaſed with his wife's 
and his own fortune, upon which ſhe was 

Jointured ; and, from the value of money 
at that time, his daughters would be 
very good fortunes, This brought 
them many admirers; but, ſomehow 
or other, none ſucceeded. The girls 
had an idea of marrying gentlemen. 
Mr. Butler's father had been a merchant 
in London, and had advanced money to 
the late lord Harrington, which was part 
of the preſent Mr, Butler's fortune. Mrs. 
Butler was a yeoman's daughter, who 
farmed his own eſtate, which was ſuppoſed 


to 


BAY 


MAID OF HONOUR« 33 


to be worth about a hundred pounds 
a- year. The Miſs Butlers, therefore, 
conſidered themſelves as gentle women, 
on account of their father's pro- 
feſſion, added to Mrs. Butler's father 
having never been in trade. Mr. Butler 
certainly was a gentleman; his manners 
ever proved him to be ſuch. Whether 
his wife or daughters were gentle women, 
muſt be left to the judgment of the can 
did peruſers of this elaborate work. 


The young ladies at the Abbey had 
during the day ſome private converſa- 
tion upon what it could poſſibly be 
that put poor Bridget into ſuch terror 
the preceding evening; and they were 
reſolved to hear a little more about it. 
So when the waiting gentle woman came 
as uſual to dreſs them, Miſs Matilda 
faid, “ Have you heard anything more 
te of that horrible ſtory which you men- 

8 ce tioned. 
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« tioned laſt night! „ Why I can't 
« ſay but I have,” replied Bridget; 
ct and, young lady, from what Goody 
ce Dickens told me to- day, it made my 
« blood run chill in my veins, my hair 
.« ſtand on end, and my fleſh creep upon 
ee my bones.” —< What was it about?“ 

« About, young lady? all concerning 
cc the nun of this Abbey.“ Was ſhe 
sc murdered?” they both exclaimed at 
« the ſame time. Why no; from 
e what Goody Dickens ſaid, I could not 
ec make much out about murder; ſhe 
ce ſays that her memory fails her, but 
« that her huſband knows all about it. 
« Do, good ladies, let us go into the 
« garden in the morning, and hear what 
« Simon can tell us; for my lady will 
<< not, I dare ſay, be up very early, and 
« we may ſit comfortably and hear it.— 

cc Do, ſiſter,” ſaid Matilda; let us go 


« to queen Elizabeth's ſeat and hear 
cc it, 73 
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te it.. Why,” replied the eldeſt, 
« [ do not think my mother would ap- 
et prove our hearing ſuch things; but 
« for once, we will liſten to his non- 
« ſenſe. 


The morning opened beautiful ; every 


leaf was beſprinkled with pearly drops, 


and the ſun brilliantly played upon the 
tops of the trees. They went into the 
garden, and ſeated themſelves upon the 
queen's bench. Simon Dickens was 
fent for, and aſked if he could not tell 
them a ſtory of a nun who formerly be- 
longed to the Abbey. He anſwered, 
« Yes, my young ladies; but that 
te thing happened a' power of years ago, 
e and I don't think I am quite perfect 
2 Tl but I will do as well as I 
can. Begin then, ſaid Elizabeth, 


4 and make it as ſhort as poſſible.” "7 me 


nid he would; and, after recollecting 
a himſelf 
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himſelf till the patience of his auditors 
was almoſt exhauſted, began as fol- 
lows : : 


— 
">. 


„A long time ago, (it was in the 
te time of the Romans, ) a gallant knight, 
ec whole name was fir Fier d'Bras, 
« who lived ſomewhere in this neigh- 
« bourhood, valiantly mounted his 
te courſer, girded on his ſword, and 
& left all his family crying, and lament- 
« ing the loſs of him. He rode up to 
c this Abbey, knocked at the poſtern 
ccc gate, and wanted to ſee the abbeſs, 
« who, ſome ſay, was his aunt, others 
« his niece, and others his ſiſter ; but 
ce which I can't tell. Howſoever, ſhe 
« was ſome how or other his kinſ- 
« woman. This lady was one of the 
« beſt gentlewomen in the world, and 
« very Charitable and good to the poor. 
— * gave the knight her benediction, 
« a ſtring 
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« a ſtring of beads, and other gifts; 
« with which he rode away very joyful, 
« and went to our king of England, 
ce called Lion-hearted Richard, having 


ce plucked out the heart of a lion with 


ce his own hands. And fir Fier d'Bras 
<« went beyond the ſea with the king to 
« fight and overcome monſters, though 
ce to what part of the world I do not 
> rightly know, but it was all among the 


e blacks.” (C That muſt be bad enough 


te of all conſcience,” ſaid Bridget; © for 
« T once ſaw a picture of one at fir 
" Robert Naunton's, and it quite over- 
« came me.“) © But as I was ſaying,“ 
added Simon, *© they fought and 
e conquered the blacks, and then went to 
ce overpower the Saracens ; and after 
é fighting them man to man, and horſe 
te to horſe, (for the Saracens are good 
« jockeys, as I have heard fay,) fir Fier 
« d Bras found himſelf juſt as it was 

« dark, 
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ie dark, and in a parlous cold night, cloſe 
ce by a wood's ſide; and out of this wood 


c came a horrible monſter, the moſt 
te horrible monſter that ever was erage 
ce before or ſince by mortal man.” 


e That muſt have been ſure ly the devil,” x 


exclaimed Bridget, © No, a great deal 
ce * worlc,” ſaid the hows man. 


At that moment they ſaw lady Harring- 
ton approaching, who ſaid, I am glad 
e to ſee you ſuch early riſers. What, 


« has Simon been telling you the hiſtory 
ce of my royal miſtreſs's viſit to this 


cc ſpot? It will be a favourite ſeat of 
« mine as well as yours, girls; and 1 
« hope we ſhall paſs a great many plea- 


« ſant hours here. We can bring our 
d work, our muſic, and our books; 
« here we ſhall ſee the flowers of our 


de own planting i improve daily, and may 
* * ourſelves with the products 
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te of the autumn ſecure from its ſultry. 
« beams. Come, we will walk once 
« round the flower-garden, and then in 
ec to breakfaſt.” 


When they returned to the houſe, a 
ſervant informed them that the books 
were carried into the library. They, 
therefore, adjourned as ſoon as breakfaſt 
was over. Now, Matilda, ſaid lady 

Harrington, you may give the books 
bc to Giles, and call over their titles, as 
ce theyare placed upon the ſhelves.” Firſt, 
& madam, is the Bible and New Teſ- 
« tament, - the next Chaucer's Poems, — 
« Gower's Works, — Sir Thomas More's 
« Hiſtory,—Str Philip Sidney's Arcadia, 
« — Spenſer's Fairy Queen, — Shake- 
te ſpear's Plays, — Daniel's Poems,—Da- 
<« vis's Poems, - Doctor Donne's Poems, 
* and about a dozen others, which have 
< no letters upon their backs.“ Well,” 

| ſaid 
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faid lady Harrington, © it will be good 
« employment for Elizabeth to write the 
« titles, and for you to paſte them, 
cc another day; but where is our friend 
& Gerard? . Here he is,” ſaid Eliza- 


Wil 

| | beth. « With his barnacle geeſe, I hope, 
i anſwered Matilda. You are. ſo fond 
Ul e of the wonderful,” replied lady Har- 
| rington, that I know not what to do. 
1 « with you,” — Why, my dear ma- 
1 it dam,” ſaid the young lady, do you 
| « think anybody could make the ſtory ?. 


1 v Only look in this book, and you will. 
= e find the print, where the geeſe are 
8 „ dropping from the tree into the 
ic water,” It may be there, replied. 
her mother, « yet I have not faith 
a enough in Mr. Gerard to believe 
« jt,” << But is it not very ſtrange,” 
ſaid Elizabeth, © that ſo much pains 
. ſhould be taken about them? and. 
n be a great many curious 
— things 


— — — — 
— , —— — — 


r a 
* 


— — 


MAID or HONOUR 41 


20 things in the world, madam, which 
« are out of our way, and therefore, not 
« ſeeing them, we are apt not to be- 
et lieve.” There may be ſtrange things 
© in the world, my dear Elizabeth, 
ſaid lady Harrington, but the moſt 
© unaccountable I have ever met with 
te have been among mankind ; for I 
« never found any thing in natural hiſ- 
ce tory, for which I could not ſome- 
© how or other account.” 


From this period every thing went on 
ſmoothly wich this amiable family for 
four years. My lord inſpected the edu- 
cation of his ſons, his farms, his hounds, 
and his ſtud. My lady that of her 
daughters, her domeſtic affairs, and her 
flowers, The young ladies became no 
mean proficients in gardening, and their 
hyacinths, tulips, auriculas, and roſes 


were the admiration of the neighbour- 
hood. 
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hood, Muſic and dancing maſters came 
two months every year from London; 
and the worked bed for the fine tapeſtry 
chamber had never been recollected 
ſince the firſt morning of their arrival 
at the Abbey. Ther danced and had 
muſic (for the young women were tole- 
rable performers upon the Iute, and had 
agreeable voices) the young men rode 
in the ménage; and the female part of 
the family had their palfreys, for at that 
time the luxury of a coach was not com- 
mon in London, and in the country the 
roads were impaſſable for ſuch vehicles. 
Theſe young people improved in mental 
and bodily accompliſhments, Robert - 
had a good figure, and an animated 
countenance ;. poſſeſſed a high ſenſe of 


| honour, and ſeemed inclined to a mar- 


tial life, but was rather of a grave turn 
of mind. He had been honoured, ſince 


bis abode at the Abbey, with letters 
| from. 
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from prince Henry, the patron and 
playfellow of his childhood. Theſe let- 
ters he hoarded with the ſame care as a 
miſer does his treaſure, and looked for- 
ward with impatience to the time when 
he ſhould attend the prince to the wars. 


John was full of ſpirit, haſty, and 
paſſionate; good and ill tempered in five 
minutes; fond of every thing by turns, 
and ſteady to nothing; apt to take fire 
at what was never meant as an affront ; 

romantic and raſh, and for ever trying 
if it were poſſible to break his neck in 
hunting ; eager to try all things, and ne- 
ver ſatisfied with any, He was well 
made, light, and active, and carried 
himſelf high and lofty as if he diſdained 
the earth ; but was charitable, and there- 
fore had ſeldom any money in his purſe. 
A terrible tale of diſtreſs drew the tears 
from his eyes and the caſh from his poc- 
| ket, 
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ket. His father did every thing 1n his 
power to correct his foibles, by ſetting 
them in a ludicrous light, the only 
point in which he was vulnerable. He 
frequently gave his money to unworthy 
objects; yet my lord was in hopes that 
experience would cure him, and there- 
fore in that reſpect left him to himſelf. 


Elizabeth was tall and well ſhaped ; 
ſhe had good ſenſe too, but it was fre- 
quently clouded by fooliſh fears; and 
whether theſe were conſtitutional or 
proceeded from habit, could never be 
determined, Her countenance was good, 
and ſhe was allowed to be a very fine 
young woman. 


ol Matilda was u of a different turn, ex- 
tremely lively, and did not know what 
perſonal fear was; cool, collected, and 
ſteadier than could be expected in a girl 
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of her age. She loved all her friends 
with the warmeſt affection, and had a 
good figure, though ſhe was not ſo 
graceful as her ſiſter ; but, light and airy 
as the goſſamer which floats on the au- 
tumnal breeze, ſhe could go through 
almoſt any fatigue without ſuffering from 

it; as her ſiſter frequently did. | 


Mrs. Bridget had heard the ſtory of 
the Nun many times from goody Dic- 
kens and her huſband, and was frequent- 
ly teazed by her young ladies to tell it; 
but that ſhe never did ; for Simon and 
his wife could never make her compre- 
hend the main buſineſs, as they told it 
a different way every time, and therefore 
Mrs. Bridget could never get a clue 
ſtrong enough to turn it properly about 
in her own mind, or mould it to any 
kind of ſyſtem; on which account ſne 
loſt the greateſt of all poſſible pleaſures, 

telling 
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telling it to others. Not being able to 
connect the circumſtances, however, ſhe 
gave it up entirely, though it was one 
way or other (ſhe often declared) the 
beſt and moſt moving hiſtory ſhe had 
ever heard in her whole arg but very 
AO and ſhocking. l 


One 1 October morning, as they 
were hunting, the deep- mouthed old 
Engliſh hounds had juſt made the hare 
break cover from a wood, and they were 
giving themſelves up to the joys. of the 
chace, when Robert ſaw a man who 
looked like a courier riding towards the 
Abbey, and, as he came nearer, ſtrike 
into the path which led immediately to it. 
The ſcent lying breaſt- high, the chace 
and his companions had left him, and 
curioſity prompted Robert to inquire 
into this man's buſineſs: He therefore 
ed his . after him, and heard the 
meſſenger 
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meſſenger ſound his horn at the Abbey- 
gate. Now he reflected that perhaps 
prince Henry had ſent for him to attend 
him to the wars. If ſo (thought he) the 
time is come for me to be perfectly hap- 


py; my joy is unbounded at the OT it 
mult be ny Oo PHT TIN 


| He came up to the man, and aſked 
him whence he came. From court, 


« with a pacquet from the king to the 


« lord Harrington.“ 4 Nothing for 
ce me, aſked Robert eagerly. No, 
te my noble maſter, but 55 news for 
" England, and you too.” “ What,” 
ſaid Robert, © are the Spaniards coming 
ec with another Armada?“ “ Not fo, 
« my noble maſter ; but prince Henry, 
ce the gallant prince Henry, is dead.“ 
. Dead ! how ? 7 where ? Tell 
te me this moment.” ö Some ſay, fir, 
cc © he Was s killed | ina tournament ; others, 


ff . 


TE * 


cc that he received a hurt there which 
et he never recovered; others again ſay, 
cc that the violent exerciſe threw him 
cc into a ſever; and there are thoſe who 
e will ſay he did not come by his death 
_ & fairly.“ Good heaven!” exclaim- 
ed Robert whata day for England!“ 
e This pacquet,” faid the mellenger, 

E muſt be delivered to my lord your 
ee father immediately, I muſt only reſt 
« my horſe a few hours, and ſet forwards 

* for London —_ 
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Robert Gepe: ; his legs could ORs | 
ly ſupport him to his own apartment, 
where he could not help exclaiming, 
Oh my prince, my adored maſter ! 
et why, for the good of England, was I 

* not taken, and you bleſſed with long ; 
lie? what a fatal day for my country ! 
_ « but why do I put ſuch an inſignificant 


3 © being as myſelf i in compariſon * 
« ou 


_ 


"= ? My father would have mourned 

me, my mother, my brother; and my 
tes! ; but{the grief would have gone 
* no farther than this little ſpot; where 


te the Abbey ſtands,” He then threw | 


himſelf upon the eee into 
D. 79 ie nau 4 AY 
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When lord ee nt FOR 


kunting; he found that the packet con- 


tained an order for him to attend the 
court, with a note from the king to the 
ſame purport. My lord was ſurpriſed, 
as he had for many years found: himſelf 
neglected by his ſovereign, My lady 


was amazed, and wiſhed; te know why 
he was ſent for. Elizabeth apprehended 


it ſor bode 0 
tilda did not think. at all upon i ſub- 
ject, as ſhe ſaw her mother had : no fears: 


but John Was mad to . go with him, and | 


| moſt terribly mortified, at e 


1190 9 
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| * king, knowing that I as formerly 


4 1186 a. gs Log 
* 24 4 2 51 15 wy 2 ne} 3 1A a, Ay 77 
In the evening my bort was in u deep 
reverie.—_< What can be the reaſon 


: cc my dear. lord, oy ſaid lady Harrington, 


* of this ſummons to court - Per- 
et haps, replied my lord rolly, [4*:the 


engaged in a military life, may think 
to honour me with ſome 'employ- 
e meſmt; for 1 have heard that the 
© Spaniards ſeemed inclined to be in- 


de folent of late. | . But dg you, 
returned my lady, *rhink that inſolence 


« can warm the ro Blood” of king 
# James? No, nothing but Of =O 


dee ſence can force him into a Ar i 
% what would have been the al of of 


e! the” _w Elizabeth had 
W #6 been 


4 4 4 a 8 5 * 
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« been. of the ſame puſillanimous diſ- 
ct poſition ? Her politics were quite dif- 
« ferent ; the nation at large was not then 
c like a ftanding pool, which breeds a 
ce thouſand noxious inſets. Are not 
ce the minds of men fixed upon new 
ce ſects in religion, new forms of govern- 
dc ment, new every thing? and what 
te are the cauſes, but eaſe and affluence ? 
« The people's minds muſt be exer- 
es ciſed ; and thoſe who wiſh for inno- 
e vation, either in church'or ſtate, in a 
e conſtitution firmly eſtabliſhed by the 
e wiſdom of our anceſtors, whether that 
e wiſh proceed from the throne or the 
de people, are in my opinion equally 
3 ce wrong. But in times when we are 
ee upon our mettle, the brave and good 
ce will come forward, and the ſneaking 
« fellow, who would be ſapping the 
ee very foundation. of our glorious con- 
Y * firution f in a profound peace, will be. 
| ds Re, 
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ee "kept quiet ach the ſound of the dru m 


| 7 1 my mark, Iſabella,” * = 
lord, « you are a profound politician 3 
« and I vote for your going to court 
« inſtead of me. But, to tell you my 
ce thoughts ſeriouſſy, if an armament is 
« going out, and I am offered any ſhare 
<an. the command, I. ſhall decline it; 
te it is not proper for a man no longer 
«yz young, and who has been laid upon 
« the ſhelf, to trouble himſelf, No, 
«let. thoſe who are my. juniors take. Its - 
Ko but, if you have no objection, 1 will 
WL offer my ſon John to his majeſty ; it 
« may tame him,” —* I hope it will,” 

replied my lady; « and I could wiſh 
that any friend of yours, Who is a 

e rigid diſciplinarian, would take him; 
«| he would then be kept within due 
Eh bounds, and prevented from encoun- 
« eres ideal dragons and monſters. 
Ph N The 
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The next day my lord purſued his 
journey, and lady Harrington began to 
think of her eldeſt ſon, who had been 
abſent at breakfaſt. Finding, upon en- 
quiry, that he had not left his room, 


ſhe had too much feeling not to lot him 


indulge his grief; having found by ex- 
perience, that notwithſtanding it. is. 4 
dreadful diſorder of the mind, it is one 
of that kind which cures itſelf; and ſhe 
therefore offered no preſent conſolation. 


Mr. Butler, who Bad read prayers at 
ahh Abbey chapel that day, returning 
to the parſonage through the park, 
ſaw Robert ſitting at the foot of an 
extremely old pollard aſh; and as it has 
been obſerved, that it was the month of 
October, the venerable tree had juſt loſt 
its leaves; Robert looked as melan- 
choly as its fallen honours which were 
ſtrewed around him. Mr. Butler ſaw 

and approached. him. Ah, my good 
Ty FM" friend,” ” 
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46 friend, 2 ſaid Robert, you do not 
te know what a loſs I have ſuſtained; you 
r eannot imagine what I at this moment 

«ſuffer. Prince Henry“ here he burſt 
into tears. © The Prince, fir,” replied 


Mr. Butler, « is certainly happy. Thave 


% been ever out of the way of courts 


4 . and princes; but yet I feel the loſs of 


« prince Henry as of a good man, and 
te one who, in all probability, would have 
_ « made a great king. The whole 
5 gation ſpoke well of him, and he is 
« therefore a general loſs. But you 
« know, that this life is only a ſtate of 
« | probation : if you do not, Mr. Fair- 
ec fax has og and I have preached 
in vain.“ “ Mention not Fairfax,” 
aid he ſharply t & he lane kings 
cc and kingly government.“ * Then. ) 
.* he is not what I took him e 
tuned Mr. Butler; but this is not 
Gd our — * could wiſn 
211. „ 8 


TT H0xn00n of 


et to Seine you, by tepreſenting that 
« the" prince” is; if you Ne a proper 
idea of what our religion teaches, in 
a ſituation to he envied? The pangs 
of death are paſt with him; and if it 
« he poſſible for prince 'Henry to look 
«down. upon this fublunary world, he 
«will pity our frailty in lkmenting bim. 


« He is happy; and above the care of 


« mortals,” —** My good fir,” returned 
Robert, bi what” you, Tay 16 perfectly | 
«7 right; but could you practice what 
210 now enforce N would cer- 
« ala endeavour, fir. „But have 
a u Had Any trials “et Why, if you 
4 will allow the lofs of a fon at eigh- 
% teen, and” daughter” at ſeventeen, 
ce Wh were dutiful and obedient, to be 
4 ſuch; I have; They were long ficken- = 
ce ing, I might 2 dying; a conſump- 


* 


q hem decline. gr adually as the ſun fers 
ANDY D4. | in 
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«in a fine evening But go with me, 


« « Mr. Harrington, and I will ſhe w. you 

« the ſeedling, carnations and auriculas 

_ © which I have been privately nurſing 

for my lady. I hope to ſurpriſe her 
40 next year with ſome beautiful flowers; 

1 have ſome plants too for, your ſiſters; 

e and I wiſh to ſhew you a fine young 
| * horſe, four y car old, We? three colts. 


The animals were mch 5 by 


the young man. 1＋ am greatly obliged, 
«to my. good. lord your father,” faid, 
Mr. Butler; and I'w iſh. to lay. myſelf 


«c © under ſome. obligations. to his fon; * 


4 I therefore requeſt ir ag a fayour, that. 


<,you will take one of them; gratify, 


« an old man's wildes, my good fir.” 


Robert helitated, and chen choſe a yes. 


year | old colt. act 5 


ow { os a v4 
1 Val. . e 15 e 


Robert gradually regained His clickr- 


Filieſs; and followed his amuſemeftes and 
„ | NN ſtudies. 


OR 
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ſtudies. The family had not heard 
any thing from my lord, except that he 
was well; the young people began to be 
extremely anxious; lady Harrington not 
ſo much ſo. She certainly wiſned to 
know the purport of the journey; bue 
yet conſidered, that it might not be 
proper to truſt it to writing; meſſengers 
might be curious, or bribed by thoſe 
who were ſo. Reſtrained by theſe con- 
N e en ſne waited patiently... 


Rijbere was fond of reading aloud, 

and read well. Being one evening in the 

library, the ladies at their work, and 
John making fiſhing, tackle, . he. laid, . 

« We have finiſhed the Fairy Queen; 
« ſhall, we read fir Philip. Sidney's - | 
Arcadia 24e He. is a great favourite 

of mine,“ replied lady Harrington, 5 
and will, I am ſure, entertain your 

« ſiſters.” He took down the book, - 
„ 8 s | and. 


% 
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and found written upon a blank leaf, 
This book is 4 gift from Matilda Deve- 
Feux, 10 ber dear friend, Iſabella Mark- 
am et Pray, madam, who was this 
« Matilda Devereux ?“ — « A dear 
« friend of my youth, anſwered lady 
Harrington, and one whom I have 
er amented many years.” —“ Is ſhe 
« dead, madam ?” aſked Elizabeth. 
«'That'T' cannot tell, but will inform 
_« you NEE I know of her hiſtory. 


. Ni Robert Devereux unn a 
ec the famous Earl of Eſſex), when a 
t yery young man, choſe to marry 
« privately a beautiful young woman of 
« the name of Browne, who was a rela- 
er tion of lord Montacute's. Lord Eſſex, 
er his father, knew nothing of this wed- 
« Jing ; and they had been married but 
* a twelvemonth when his wife died in 
* LIAR of * friend Matilda Deve - 


1 e | | bas reux. 


i 


«94 
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© reux: Old lord Eſſex was a friend 
« and patron of my ſather's, and we 

rive in Suſſex in his neighbourhood. | 
t Mr, Devereux: came. one day, in the 
e greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, revealed 
« the ſeeret, and inſotmed my father 


er that bis wife had juſt: Expired at 4 
@ fartn-houſe abdut twenty miles diſ- 
tant; but that the people did not 
« know kim, as he had taken a fictitious 
name. My father was a man who. 
4 melted at a tale of woe; he was agi- 
e tated beyond meaſure; he could not 
4 for ſome time himſelf or tell 
e how to act. At length he faid, “ Are 
« you married, ſir? To prove that 
2 1 am,” ſaid the young man, «© here 
e is the certificate of my marriage; take 
"= and preſerve it.” Then falling into 

«an agony of grief, he exclaimed, 
% Oh my Matilda ! never can J ſee you 
more. 1 fear that you did not taſte 
— © one © gere 9 during the ſnort 

0 R * 


* 


5 4]. ſhould: do, ir dannen 


d 
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C petiod you were"the! wife of the-un- 
. ſortunate Devereux ! Tell me what 
% Think of 
et your daughter, ſir, replied my father. 
5 2 ä 1 an really your friend. 


a 


2 rites 3... performed; my [pes 4 three * 
© hence meet me, jn the wood at the end 
| te. of lord Montacute's park. Return 
to your father, and let me conjure you 
48 to inform him of it.. He promiſed, 

cc nay almoſt ſwore, 500 he would break 
. it to lord Eſſex, and bleſſed my father 
for the friendly aa Ay FELINE, * 
1 uke! Wn: n "Be 07 wot! 


1 * , * 1 # 
1 * 14 1 1 A : 


>; 


7 ce My' father went to wie ere ente | 
2 where he ſaw, i in the dead form of 
40 Matilda Devereux, all that was elegant. ? 
406 Her features. were fixed,. not in me- 
« « lancholy, but in grief. My father. melt⸗ 


E ed at 'the en impre ons which 
Lode fre bn 0 32 « forrow 


6 * 
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« forrow. had | marked. in men eounte- 
nene, LS * FF 1 
The fink cat wh berech And "he 
t. eb the farmer to underſtand that 
ce ſhe was the daughter of a friend of his, 
« and had married againſt her father's 
«conſent; that her relations, of the name 
f Browne, lived in Northumberland; 
<« that the gentleman's connexions lived 
«in the ſame county, and he believed 
that he was a diſtant relation of lord 
6 e for ig: name was en. 


4 8 : 


The farmer's wiſe ee the los 
e of the lady; but faid, that ſhe. could 
e not help ſuſpeRing, as fhe was ſo given 
«to crying and taking on, that ſhe was 
tt no? the gentleman's wife, But ſhe 
„ was ſo meek that it melted her very 

* foul to fee her ſo unhappy ; that ſhe 
« "Oi FRG all about thoſe parts, and 
| | ©" REP 


„ 
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her neighbours had Zone the FREY . 
e that ſhe was vaſtly rejoiced that things 
« were as they ſhould be, for if ſhe had 
« got,an ill name by. harbouring thoſe 
© who; were not ſo good as they ought 
| 7 En be, ſhe could never have ſhewn 
1 « her face at market nor fair again; for 
| 00 the. and her huſband had well to live, 
et and had kept up a good name for thir- 
0 ty years together, the whole time they 
« had been married; and it would have 
« been a parlous thing to have loft it at 
« laſt... Beſides, her neighbours.had not 
« ſtack at giving her ſome items of the 
. matted; they had ſaid plainly enough 
what they thought; but now that it 
« was fairly come out, ſhe could look 
« the beſt of them in the face again. 
ce My father aſſured her ſhe might; for 
«be had the certificate of the marriage 
« in his pocket. The good woman 
4 could not read; the ſaw i it, however, | 
4 * was ſatisfied. 


> cc 
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* My father attended the poor lady 
© to the grave; but before her inter- 
« ment wrote her hiſtory upon parch- 
« ment, incloſed it in a little box and 
et put it in the coffin, To conciliate 
« matters ſtill farther with the farmer's 
© wife, he gave her great part of the 
te wearing apparel, and prevailed upon 
« her to keep the little Matilda at a cer- 
« tain ſtipend per week, and the pro- 
« miſe of a preſent when he ſhould take 
« her away, if ſhe was healthy. He told 
ee her his name and place of abode ; and 
te the next Sunday one of her ſons came 
te on foot, and inquired if that was one 
« fir John Markham's houſe,—to be 
6 ove that all was right. 


« The next day fi John went to the 
e wood and met Mr. Devereux, who 
« had not informed his father of the 
* marriage; nor could he go to lord 

* * : 


9 
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e-Montacute, He. was e. 
s and all but mad. My father, there- 
ec fore, was obliged to go alone, and was 
«. admitted. He. told the ſtory juſt as 
40 it was, and lord Montacute ſeemed not 
« at all pleaſed with the affair. <] am 
Le ſurpriſed, fir John Markham,” ſaid my 
40 lord, ** that you ſhould trouble your- 
« ſelf or me: concerning ſuch a buſineſs 3 

Th 0. « ſurely lord Eſſex was the propereſt 
ee perſon.— . Your lordſhip, returned 


5 ce. my father, ce muſt well know, that lord 


ec Eſſex is a very rigid man, and has not 
C « much compaſſion for the ſufferings 
«of others.” *. So am I fir, . to thoſe 
«who act wrong. The. father of the 
« young woman was, I believe, related 
« to me ; he was an officer, under lord 
« Effingham, and was. killed in one. of. 
« the engagements. with the Armada.” 
Th: 60. Surely, my lord, returned my father, | 
Fe: 2 Ye "_— of a brave officer ought 
TH. | cM 
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cc not to be neglected, even if ſhe had 
married a ſon of lord Eſſex. Do, my 
« good lord, give countenance to your 
« family.” %, Why, fir John, I do not 
« know in this caſe how I can counte- 
_ & nance them. Lou know how much 
© I diſlike che Devereuxes; and I will 
not look upon the woman at all; ſhe 
1 might haye conſulted me before. the 
« marriage; but when two. hare · brained 
| . young people chooſe to.commit folly, 
they wiſh to palm themſelves upon 
65 their relations. No, let her tune, 
« and torment me no more about it. 
cc Your lordſhip forgets,” returned my. 
« father, < that 1 informed you the 
young lady, your relation, was dead, 
« and I think 1 releaſed from a 
40 world of miſery,” — —c Why. then this 
© long ſtory, ir John? 1 My lord,” 
6 replied my father, ce what 1 have ſaid 
5 Was to procure Dot for her in- 
| N fant 
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'% fone! daughter. 1 will not pro- 
«ret I will not couhtehance, one 
: e. drop of the blood of a Devereux; 
n Tt dare fay that lord Eſſex is of the 
ame opinion in regard to mine.” — 
« Then,” ſaid my father, both yours 
and lord Efex's blood ſhall find a pro- 
tector in me.. Do you mean to in- 
mut me, ſir John; ; pethaps, T mar Abd 
a time At any time,“ replied. 
my father,” «© your” lordffüp muy find 
me. John Markham wears a Mord 
to guard the innocent, and to prorec E 
«himſelf from imfult. He then cürn⸗ 
4 e heel, and bet the rem. 


2 My father JOE VE kts horſe i in- 
p 6 Wrath; and when he arrived, he 
* found: the ſon of Eficx had left” the 4 
bod. This diſpleafed him much, as 
« he hat eighteen miles to travel before 
a TIE reached his home. My father 1 


— 
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an honeſt good man, and lived with. 
te great hoſpitality; ; but he was not rich, 
for he ſpent his income. — Riding on, 
« and ruminating, prudence ſuggeſted, 
« that if the infant he had ſworn to pro- 
& tect ſhould be entirely deſerted by its. 
« family, he was injuring his own chil- 
« dren by taking it into his houſe ; and 
« he reaſoned: 'thus :—— have four. 
«. children, and may have as many 
ie more; ought I then to take one who. 
« has no-claim-upon me? ſurely I can— 
ce not juſtify-myſelf in ſo doing lie Hh, 
et ſtopped his horſe, and the ſervant rode 
40 up to him, thinking he wanted his. 
ce cloak. This circumſtance broke the 
« thread of his reflections; and he again 
_ © jogged on, almoſt without any reflec- 
ce tion at all. At length certain fine 
te feelings, by which thoſe who are poor 
e are tormented juſt as much as thoſe- 
ce who are rich, burſt upon him. | 
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es enter my mind? What, 
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40 By heaven,” he exclaimed, « jt ſhall 
* « be ſo.. Why. do I let fuch 119%, (hi 
% John Markham. do- that which his 
ic heart in ĩts firſt emotions, in its natural 


| 2 ſimplicity, told him was right? I will 


< protect the child,, perhaps adopt her:: 
% Providence has provided for me; 
e helpleſs innocence, therefore, has 
12 upon me, and thoſe claims 
hall be anſwered. He then put his 


s horſe upon a canter, and thought of 


0 nothing but reaching home, journey- 
* 9 808 2 with a N as Gone as * of; a 
1 alten. | 
40 When my utker terne my mo- 
At «cher was gone out, and ſir John 
ee was extremely impatient to entertain 
her with the hiſtory of his journey. 


. My mother ſoon came in, and being 
4 AS eager to hear as he was to relate, 
„5 | 00s e 


ks. 
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ce they both drew cloſe to a table. My 
“s father went through his narrative with- 
« out one interruption from my mother, 


cc and then ſaid, Well, have I done 


e right, wy dear Ifabela?”—« Perfectiy 


ce ſo,” replied my mother; * the 
e child will be a companion for our 


« daughter „as there are only a few 
ce months difference; therefore, my dear 
«fir John, the ſooner we get it home the 


te better.” —< It is too young to bring 


„ ſo far on horſeback, Iſabella,” — 


«© Not at all, anſwered my mother; 
„ for, if you remember, ſir Henry 
« Weſt's child was carried forty miles 
ce in one day when it was but ten days 


cc Old. Well, after a month I will 
« ſend for it.“ I will go myſelf, fir 
ce John; the old eaſy pad ſhall be led; 

ce the child and the nurſe can come very 


well, and with a great deal of eaſe. 


- % My: father afſented to this plan.” 
173 muſt 


ö 
| 
| 


upon every point to Which it was 
poſſible for it to veer; and had what 


——— &Aà1r1ʒ ᷑ :1rkᷣkük—ʃ—ʃ— · — — a 
r * 


not * * others, that 
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I muſt here inform my readers, that 
lad Markham could ſee about twenty 


times as far as fir John; for ſhe never 


went a ſtep upon this earth without 
conſidering. the, aſpe& of the heavens; 


ſhe aſcertained which way the wind 


ſet at her firſt going out, reflected 


was proper to be done 20 ſuch a caſe 
* . 1 „ 


55 W on 8 er . 
ſet forth, withou thinking of the 


2 and if % wind ſet full in 
his teeth, it was juſt the ſame to him; 
for he ſeorned to take ſhelter of a 


hedge or a tree, or go a foot out of 


bis way to prevent being wet through. 
Some have. Yl-naturedly enough ſaid, 


he was ſo ſhort-ſighted, that he could 


if 


5 I 
$2 0 « 
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i by a he ſaw one now and then, 
he could not be OI 70 e it 
95 auh nn at ym | 


1 ate” was as Ahe 
as could be wiſhed to fir John's ſtory; 
yet at the. ſame time the was turning 
and ling over in her mind all the 
eng and diſadvantages of the 
buſineſs; and upon maturely weigh- 
ing them, the former ſeemed to pre- 
ponderate; for inſtance, lord Eſſex 
wus 4 ſtrange man, but he was rich; 
he had been and might be again a 
friend to ſir John; ; and fuppoſe for 
his interference in this buſineſs my lord 
ſhould break with him, yet he could 
not undo what he had done, which 
was getting them à grant of church 
lands, that at preſent (for want of 
money to improve them) were let for 
bans 1 81 Mr. Devereux would not 

W | forſake 
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forſake his child,” the child of a woman 
ne ſo tenderly loved; and he would 
1 in all probability outliye his father, 
| would * be very v and of courſe 
| OR, . Nei i 
; | 214 e 
I My neh beweg lady Har- 
; clegyon; te arranged the nurſery to receive 
e the little ſtranger, and in ten days ſet 
cout to bring it home. The child was 
e found in perfect health; the farmer's 
ec wife was very liberal of her curteſies 
e and compliments upon the occnſion, 
ce and declared that ſhe never ſaw a 
e ſweeter or better · natured creature in 
4 all her born days; that ſnhe had got 
| « a nice young woman as a wet nurſe, 
e who was ſo fond of it, that ſhe wiſhed 
Lee to keep. i it everlaſtingly; and ſhe hop- 
: « ed her ladyſhip, and ſhe was ſure, her 
ce honourable ladyſhip, would take care 
« TR it; for half the country, talked of 
ot - "8 nothing 


. Po I 
W Tg 4 8 * 
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ee nothing but of herladyſhip's goodneſs; 
« and, what everybody ſaid muſt be 
wy true. | 


EE. My mother arrived ſafely with the 
ce little Matilda, and was well pleaſed 
260 ce with her charge, concerning whom ſhe 
a indulged in the moſt delightful re- 
cc veries. But my father was uneaſy ; 
« he had neither ſeen nor heard from 


cc Mr. Devereux, and after many inquir 1 


ce reſolved to go to lord Eſſex. He 
ordered his horſe repeatedly for that 
« purpoſe ; my mother as often diſſuad- 
« ed him, as ſhe was in hopes lord Eſſex 
ee might call, as he frequently did ; and, 
c as ſome people have ſtrange e that 
c they can do better than their neigh- 
ec bours, ſhe wiſhed to ſee him herſelf. 
e My mother was a very ſenſible 
cc woman, and concluded that what ſhe 
C might ſay would be better taken, as 
F on” a 
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«my father was very apt to be extreme- 
ly abrupt in oak converſation. | 


e One FO my Ghar . abſent 
ee upon buſineſs, lord Eſſex called, and 
ee my mother then wiſhed him at home; 
cc for, when it came to the point, ſhe did 

«not like the buſineſs. Lord Eſſex in- 
ce quired very kindly after my father, 
ee and faid he would dine with them, as 
s my mother aſſured his lordſhip that ſhe 
ee expected him home. Though he did 
not return, my lord did not ſeem at 
«all diſpleaſed at his abſence,. but ſat 
c down to dinner with my mother, and 
et afterwards deſired to ſee the children. 
4. They were brought, when, fixing his 
ec eyes upon the little Matilda, he faid, 
3 Upon my word, lady Markham, that 
cc child ſtrikes me as being very like my 
e ſon when he was at that age. As 
e ſoon: as cee were withdrawn, 
1 8 ooh 
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* my mother, who Was rather confuſed 


« at the obſervation, took courage, and 


9 ſaid, Lord Eſſex, that child has claims 


upon your goodneſs; it is your grand- 


.« child,” (e Impoſſible !” ſaid my lord ; 


« for I am ſure, lady Markham, you 


1 would not receive my ſon's natural 
JF child i into your. houſe. — * True, my 
c lord,” cn returned my mother; * but that 


te is your grandchild by your ſon's wife. 


60 I have wiſhed to have this ſecret re- 


« vealed to you, becauſe I think it ought 


«© not to be kept as ſuch from you.” — 


« Why: was it, madam F My ſon muſt 


* 


1 have diſgraced himſelf, or 1 ſhould 


de bave heard of 1 it;. and 1 do not take 


FF. 


«7 it well of you and ſir John to foſter - 


= this child i In your. houſe. If my ſon 
Mt could do. wrong, I ſhould have hoped 


a that my friends would not have en- 
« coutaged him. But who was the 
« © mother of this. child: Some low- born 
« woman, I ſuppoſe.” — e No,” return- 
E & «ed 
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ce ed my mother, her father, captain 

ce Browne, was a relation of lord Mon- 

« tacute s. He was an officer under 

« lord Effingham, and was killed at ſea 

l in an engagement with the Spaniards,” 
Lord Montacute is my bittereſt ene- 

% my !” exclaimed lord ,Efſex,— And 

. her's too,” rejoined my mother. 
t The unhappy lady died ſoon after 
<« her daughter beheld the light. Lord 

ee Montacute refuſes to acknowledge 

4 this child, and will not allow that ĩt can 

ee have any claims upon him.“ 44 He 

« js right,” ſaid Efſex ce for if he would, 
« J would not. cc She was born at 

1 farm houſe, ſaid my mother; 

| « your ſon came here almoſt diſtracted 
.«« at the death of his wife; and two 

et months ſince I brought away the child 
e to protect it, expecting that Mr. De- 

« vereux would have informed your 

46 ae which was the reaſon fir 

Wd J ohn 
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te John did ak but hearing nothing 
« from him, I thought it right to e. 
cc ol this information.” | | 


1 
* 


« And ban my good lady, in what 
« light is this child conſidered in your 
« family at preſent? “ As a diſtant 
ce relation of mine, till your lordſhip 
«ſhould be informed of the event.” Te 


741 


. 


a Lord Eſſex gene totally abſorbed 

« in thought for ſome time, and then 
« ſaid to my mother, not without heſita- 
ce tion, © I feel myſelf much obliged to 
« you, lady Markham, and to fir John, 
« for your care and attention to my 
« family; but I muſt I muſt ſee my 
« ſon before I can determine upon any 
thing. For the preſent, give the 
« infant; my good madam, your protec- 
tion, and you ſhall hear farther from 
me. 128 Then, ſeeming to recollect 
MITE . himſelf, 


e things I am unacquainted with. There- 


' & uſe, you will be laying me under ne 
8 obligations.” He then made a formal 


© IN CRT 
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cc: himſelf, c my friend fir John has With” 
« his Uſual good: nature and hoſpitality 
« taken the child into bis hobſe, who 
e am ſure muſt be in want of many 


ce fore, permit me, lady. Markllam, to 
« leave this (taking out his purſe) ; 
«and if you willexpend it for the child's 


—— 
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et ound that ĩt contained fiſty marks. As 
« ſhe” was ruminating upon this event, 
<< my father came in, and ſhe informed 
« him of che viſit... J am glad of it 
* with all my heart (rubbing his hands) ; 
1 am happy that it is over; now 
« every thing will go on well; — T 
ewas much afraid, from the violence 
60. and ſeverity of my lord's temper, 
cc that he would have flown. out and diſ- 
„ones 
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ce owned the poor thing.“ He has 
« not acknowledged her,” replied my 
« mother. © Why,” returned my fa- 
te ther, © did not you tell me he 


thought her like his ſon, before he 


« could even gueſs who ſhe was?“ 
ce Yes,” replied my mother. And 


cc did he not thank us for what we had 


ce done to ſerve the child, and has he not 


cc left a purſe of money, and wiſhed us 


cc to take care of it ??—< All this I ad- 
te mit, my dear ſir John ; but I faw 


ce nothing melting about his eyes when 


c he was told that the infant was his 
e orand-davghter, though he ſeemed 


ce gratified when I informed him that ſhe 
cc was known in this family only as a re- 
te lation of mine. Depend upon it,” 

te returned my father, he only wants 
ce to have ſome converſation with his ſon 


ce about i it, Iam ſure my old friend and 
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« patron will not do that which. is not 
perfectly right.” My mother had 
ce | doubts upon the _— 


ce Job a few ding my i received a 
« note from lord Eſſex, ſtating that he 
te wiſhed to ſee him. He obeyed the 
« ſummons; I wiſhed to ſee you, fir 


John,“ ſaid his lordſhip ;- « but how 


am 1 0 thank or repay you and lady | 


 & Markham for your kindneſs ? 


* My lord,” returned my father, “our 
. obligations to you are ſuch that the 
ec debt muſt ever remain on my ſide.” — 

] have been thinking upon this affair a 
great deal, ſaid lord Eſſex, and I 
have ſeen my ſon with leſs reſentment 
than I thought it poſſible for me to 
feel upon' ſo trying an occaſion. ' You . 


etc muſt imagine, that an only ſon's 
ic matrying). as he has done, while yet 


"x" mere 22 and into a family with 
N which, 


. | 
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ce which, you know, | ſir, I was neverupon i 
« good terms, muſt be a very diſagree - 
« able circumſtance.” — © Very true,” 
« replied my father; © and I hope, if 
« any of my ſons were to do the like, I 
* ſhould, from your lordſhip's good ex- 
« ample, be reconciled juſt in the ſame 
« manner. But I own myſelf rather 
« yoid of conſideration when my blood 
« js agitated by what I do not like,” 


e We are all men and not angels,” 
« replied his lordſhip; * but you know 
J am burthened with another child as 
er it were; and my ſon is ſo young, that 
41 do not like the world at preſent 
cc ſhould be made acquainted with the 
« folly of a boy juſt ſetting out in life. 
He is now at the court, and I have 
e prevailed upon him to have it kept 
« ſecret, provided lady Markham will 
continue her patronage; and I have 
5 ” = 6 4 given 


— 
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2 given him my honour to provide for 


ce its ſupport and education in a liberal 
4 manner, till he is in a proper ſituation 


« to acknowledge her as his daughter.“ 


4 Do not think about that, ſaid 


« my father; < ſhe ſhall: be treated 
« like my own. daughter; and as to 
ec education, it will be ſome time before 


SG _ You” want n regen W _ 


* — 4 


ce Aſter Aber my lord OY in 


ce perfect good- humour; and they were 
extremely happy. 


« my father with many Pleaſant adven- 
< tures he had met with in his travels; 


_ & particularly of a famous: phyſician | 
« that he ſaw at Padua, who had re- 


« covered him from a moſt deplorable 
« ſtate of health. He was thought to 


,- ras dying ſeveral times ; but by the 


«* care and attention of his good friend 


« 1 1 (Nor: he Was Perfectly cured. 
0 This 


5 * 
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« This man, my dear fir, was the moſt - 
« wondetful creature in the world; for 
« he looked nature through; and uſed 
« to ſay, that every family had a tem- 
«-perament . peculiar. to themſelves; 
« what was good for one, therefore, 
ce was hurtful to another; ſo ſkilful was 
« he in making, diſcriminations of the 
ce various conſtitutions of mankind. He 
« ſtudied mine ſo well, my dear friend, 
« that he gave me a powder which 
* would always agree with a Devereux. 
„And, fir John, as there is another of 
ce us come into the world, and I have the 
we greateſt affection for her, as every man 
e ought to have for his race, I will give 
you a little box of it to preſent to lady 
« Markham for the uſe of our Matilda. 
cc My ſon was a very ſickly weak child, 
e and his mother found it of the greateſt 
« uſe to him.” Then getting up, and. 
ce * taking out of a cabinet a little gold 
A « box, 


—— — 
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ce box, he faid, & Give this, my TIP 


c friend, to lady e and G HRY 
ec its s uſes.” ny 
et „ My 4 Filter ebe the ber ad 
ce took his leave. He was extremely 
"566 rejoiced at the reception my lord had 
cc given him, and delivered the box, 
cc with a hiſtory of i its ene, 0 my 
as * mother. 

ee Mr. Devereux sed at court; 
ce dot he wrote frequently to my mother, 
© and his letters were filled with expreſ- 
ce ſions of love and tenderneſs for his little 
« Matilda, and thanks to fir John and 


ec lady Markham for their care and 


cc attention, accompanied by preſents, 


« which at that time might not be very 


ce convenient to him, as he had only a 
« certain ſtipend from his father, who, 


21 to Live him his due, paid liberally for 
x” "5 the 
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« the protection Matilda received from 
ce us. Mr. Devereux had a generous 
ec ſoul, and his letters always expreſſed 
« a concern, that his father confined 
« him ſo cloſely to the court, that it was 
« impoſſible for him to ſee his daughter, 
ce who was the object neareſt his heart; 
« and from this we underſtood that my 
ce lord did not wiſh him to ſee her. 


« The little Matilda and myſelf, even 
ce at five years old, were great friends. 
« About this time ſhe was taken ill, 
cc though not dangerouſly. My mother 
« began to think of the ſympathetic 
« powder, which was to cure all the 
« blood of all the Devereuxes. She 
te examined the box, and found that 
it was a compoſition of red roſes 
e dried and powdered, but ſhe could 
ee plainly diſcover ſome other ingredi- 
« ent, * powders, and ſuch 
| 80 tralh, 
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_ «traſh, - were very much the faſhion 
« of that time. My mother was a 
cc great phyſician, a good apothecary, 
cc and a tolerable ſurgeon; but, unfor- 
« tunately, had- no opinion of cures 
ce „being performed by ſympathetic 
cc powders. She would never take her- 
« ſelf, nor permit her family to take, 

ee any medicine, but what ſnhe was per- 
ce fectly acquainted with; and had there- 

es fore an inclination to try theſe powders 
e upon ſome brute before ſhe ventured 
EM eres, with the blood of a Devereux. 


* F L ; 


| NY 166 8 u 5 1 refleding 3 | 
= cc this ſubject, ſhe met a cat, took up the 
4 « animal, put it into a cloſet, chopped 
of up ſome! meat with the ſympathetic 
i & powder, gave it to the cat and left it. 
The next morning, upon opening the 
-  « door, ſnhe was extremely furpriſed at 


x. ling the creature dead, and appa- 
5s rently 


a 


ard: or "HONOUR, © 87 


et cited poiſoned: The agonies of her 
« mind were ſo extreme, that human 
ce nature could not ſupport i it, and ſhe had 
«a ſevere fit of illneſs; but as ſhe was 
te determined not to make others miſer- 
< able, ſne kept the ſecret. Having 
« ſometime after given a portion of the 
«© powder to other animals, with the 
ce ſame effect, ſhe in a rage threw the | 
et remainder into the fire, and compoſ- 
ce ing another mixture, as like it as poſ- 
ee ſible, of dried roſes and white chalk, 
<« the put: it into the little gold box. * 


2 


75 Mr. Devereux was now abroad; 

« but before he went had got into high 

& favour with the queen. He had only 

ce one opportunity of ſeeing his daughter, 

<« but was wonderfully pleaſed with her 
699 perſon, and the good account my 

mother gave of her. He leſt us, per- 
20 fectiy ſatisfied with her ſituation, and 

ce declaring 
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45 : declaring that the only regret. he felt 
ec was. at the unaccountable diſlike his 


2 
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es father had conceived againſt her being 


ce acknowledged. Yet he flattered him- 
« ſelf that prejudice would have an end, 
c“ ag his lordſhip ned e wo 


« of her. PE beds Toe Tong ee 


as 2 - 
3 1 ; \ 


Ws. F or my own MOEN " te Na- 
| « tilda an angel. We were the ſincereſt 
« friends in the world, and aptly an- 


4 ſwered the-deſcription Shakſpeare has 


« given in his Midſummer. Ni 
6 Dream: 85 


4 


OT” rde e i 
83 with our neelds created both one flower, | 
Both on one ſampler, fitting on one cuſhion, 


” 1 1 
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Both warbling of one ſong, both in one key; 


As if our hands, our fides, voices and minds, 
| Had been incorporate : ſo we grew together, | 
- Like to a double cherry SE pes; 
. _ a union in Vo aol 
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ee Fi was nearly one year her ſenior, 
« but could not compare with her either 
ce in perſonal charms or mental accom- 
ce pliſhments. When ſhe was about 
ce thirteen, Matilda fell ill with a fever- 
« ih complaint, loſt her appetite, and 
ce looked very badly. Lord Eſſex came, 
« obſerved. it, and ſaid to my mother, 
cc This child looks unwell ; what is the | 


ce matter with her? “e think the is 


« fe veriſn my lord. ee And what do 
« you give her, lady Markham?“ 


cc Milk whey, and ſtrawberries.” 


«] ſhould i imagine, 3 8 
10 my lord, © that the Devereux powder 
<« muſt be a good thing; indeed, I am 
« ſure it is; for my family have had 


«© numberleſs trials of it; I have taken 


a great deal myſelf, and you know 
ce what an uninterrupted good ſtate of 
« health I have enjoyed for many years.” 


© can have no other objection to giv- 


7 e 3 
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E ing it ro Matilda, my lord; than think- 
: ing that it will be thrown away. upon 
e fo light a complaint. So valuable a 
_ © medicine ſhould be reſerved for a caſe 
© of extreme danger.” —« I have a 
large ſtore of it, my good lady, and 
« am ſo very unhappy at ſeeing Matilda 
ec look ſo ill, that I beg ſome of it may 
5208 be given to her immediarely,” | 4 


\ 


cc « My mother took out the . 
1755 and gave a doſe to Matilda, narrowly 
cc watching my lord at the ſame time; 
< then ſaid careleſsly to me, * Iſabella, 
* go with Matilda; ſhe had better lie 
©« down, and do you ſtay with her. A 
« confidential old nurſe was in the room 
© and my mother, ſeeing my lord viſibly 
e change countenance, |; kept the old 
«woman about her till:ſheſawhim ready 
© to: faint; - She then | ſcreamed; aloud, 
r ſent- nurſe for all the people ſhe could 
60 * get together; and as ſoon as three 


ce or 


\ 
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ce or four came, exclaimed, „See, lord 
« Eſſex is in a fit; he will die; for hea- 
« yen's ſake, nurſe! give me the pre- 
e cious Devereux powder” in | the gold 


cc box! p22 


way 


« The Goc 1 Tos in vain; 
« he cried for mercy, and made re- 
« ſiſtance. My mother mixed up the 
« doſe, which they forced down his 
« throat. He was then laid upon a 
ce bed in the next room, all the ſervants 
cc diſmiſſed, except the nurſe, and my 
te mother fat calmly down by the bed- 
cc fide to watch him. After a few 
« minutes profound filence, he faid, 
« For God's fake, lady Markham, ſend 
ce away your attendant ; 3 as a dying man 
« ] requeſt it.” My mother did ſo; and 
ce © he PORE to her as follows: 1 


Tou ſee "KF . lady Mark- 
cc ham, 'a wretch who has been the cauſe 
cC- of 
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"os of his own diſſolution, and at the ſame 


e time the death of an innocent creature 


< who never offended him. I feel, ma- 
« dam, a, laſſitude and faintneſs ; my 
cc eyes have almoſt loſt their faculty—1 


« am leaving this world that powder 


% was e 5% 


kh, 


ce « My mother ſereamed aloud, ran 


ec into the next room, and hurried nurſe | 
a to the phyſic cloſet, who ſoon return- 


- cc ed, laden with gallipots, phials, and 
& boxes. - My mother mixed up a nau- 
ec ſeous Fr: vo with ſyrup of poppies, 
6 © which he took immediately. She then 
« ſaid very gravely, © What I have now 
a given you, my lord, is, I am perſuad- 
« ed, an antidote, that will take off 
der the ill effects of what you have ſwal- 
© lowed, were it the moſt ſubtile poiſon 
« in the world. — It is a precious medi- 
cine, and was given to my mother by 


88 *amhonk.” "0" was never wen! in n 
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« houſe before, and 1 hope never to have 
cc occaſion to try its virtues again. But 
« have now found your reaſons for not 
ec wiſhing to acknowledge Matilda as 
_ «© your'grand-daughter ; you do not wiſh 
« her to live. As her father has placed 
« her here, however, you may be ſure 
« that I will give her protection, even 
cc at the 2410 of my own life; and I 
ee am almoſt ſorry that I have endeavour- 
bo: ed to preſerve yours. | He groaned.] 
te My care for your ſoul's happineſs has 
e made me wiſh. to fave you, that this 
« awful circumſtance may hereafter pro- 
« Suge er and repentance. 


cc « The: wb my dear 1 Mark- 


« ham, the world —”—< How can 
you mention the world at this time, my 
« lord ? Is this a moment for ſuch trifles ? 
1 Repent of your crimes, and the ſecret 


c will be for ever locked up in. _ 
<« breaſt.” | 


« My 


* 
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© 40 My beſt friend, my preſerver! but 

ce 64 will not the ſervants think all, this 
« buſtle ſtrange ?? Pens I can account; for 
"9 that, ſaid my 4 8 « by telling 
nurſe a ſtory of ſympathetic pouder, 
| & which ſhe. will not underſtand. ; and 
ce ſhe will tell to others what they can- 
c not comprehend. Therefore, my lord, 
cc you may reſt ſecure from them; thank 
Providence for having preſerved the 
e innocent child, and compoſe yourſelf 
« to ſleep.” He would try. The doſe 
of poppies ſoon had the deſired effect, 
ee een Be forgot the world. 


/// cc 4 


— 
A 2 


N 
* 14 


e © My tord ſlept nch b. four or five 
ec hours, and when he awaked ſent for 
cc my mother, who inquired. after his 
uin health.— 1 can hardly tell you, 

'< madam ; I have flept, i it is true; but 

eee 1 have been horrible, and 
36 ny; imagination bulily employed.” „ 

* Mell, 1 hope, returned my mother. 

; e How 
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« Ho 1s that poſſible, lady Markham! 


ce but I. will try, I will endeavour, 
cc madam. nc Endeavour. at preſent, 
« my lord, to riſe ;. it will refreſh you; 


« ] will ſend your ſervant, and then at- 
« tend you in the drawing- room.“ In 
« half an hour my lord entered, but ap- 


« peared faint and weak. Matilda and 
« ] were in. the room, and he conſidered 


« her very attentively. After paying 
te our compliments, my mother obſerved 


te that the air would do Matilda good, 
Kk. | 


6 | cc and ſent us into the par 


4 My W ſpoke very firmly to 


ce lord Eſſex. . It is ſurely your lord- 


« ſhip's duty to acknowledge Matilda as 


« your grand-daughter; to ſettle ſome - 


e thing upon her, and to do, my lord, 
15 Woes,” in fact you ought.” 


cc That child, madam, has been a 


cc trouble to me ever ſince 1t was born. 


cc Je” 


—_— * 


* 
f 
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e It ſtands in the way of my ſon's fortune; 

e and at preſent, my good lady, I am 
ec very unable to think about it.“ 
* This,” returned my mother, “ is the 

te propereſt time that could poſſibly pre- 
cc ſent itſelf; for ſir John will not re- 
4e turn this evening, and we ſhall meet 
« with no interruption. | Tour ſon is 
* abroad; life, at beſt, is held by a very 
« precarious tenure, Acknowledge Ma- 
ec tilda's relationſhip. In what way, 
«« my lord, can it poſſibly diſgrace you ? 
te Your principal eſtates are ſettled upon 
« a diſtant heir male if your ſon ſhould 
ec have none. I muſt, my lord, have 
"ec PREY 2 7755 for Matilda.“ | 


th; ce Is not the allowance 1 make her 
« ſufficient, madam ? if it be not, I 
<« am willing to double it. You pay 
8 liberally, my lord; but that is not per- 


cc manent 3 000; the affection J bear the 
+" deal 


}- 73 


3" 


I '"MATD- or HONOUR: 


: a 
e dear ir makes me think of every 


te thing I can for her benefit.” 4 Well, 
« madam, faid he peeviſnly, what 


would ſatisfy your friendſhip ? 


« Your full acknowledgment of your 
« ſon's marriage, anc I; wiſh for 


1 „ 13561 $413 , 


PN 7 Fr ry 4 * een aA 
| 4 211 | | * n Ss 


-"4-Liviſtinotdo that, He ele in 


a rage. i would not do it for the 


et world. Whät, the blood of a Monta- 


« cute to be acknowledged by Effex: 


72 19 1 i S141} } 54! 144 30 


a M That 211 18111 in 53 
i What ws the blood of the Mon- N 


cc tacutes think of this day's tranſaction? 2 8 


returned my mother. But come, 
e my lord, I am a, woman of honour, 


and you ſhall find me ſo. Here is pen, 


«ink, and paper; give me under Four 
hand a ſettlement e of five 


cn, 


460 


a ; 14415 12 
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t entailed. ( 1 cannot 


madam my mind is ſo relaxed, 


P am entirely unfit for ſuch buſi· 
ness at preſent.“ 4 I am ſorry to 


«diſtros vou my lord, upon fuck an 


_ occaſion; but will you permit me to 
« take the pen 2” He nodded aſſent, 


ec and ſhe wrote an obligation from him 


Et Matilda Devereux, giving her five 


. hundred pounds alyear in land, to 
e cumhfnence immediately aſter his death; 


ndl this he; very reluctantly ligned. 
_« At the ſame time my mother told 


e him, that ſhe muſt have it properly 


<, executed. Prat parchment, ./ Neither 


; * did- ſhe..to 4a . to. put in the. words 


Matilde [nc e ey grand-daughter 


PR; Jo ener Ow £ rr oh 4 5 of 1. yy 


[124 My: Mother told itte tue“ , long 


125 -<complex a gſtary 2 about<; ſympathetic 
powders ad the» firſt; opportunity 


| RN eta 
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cine drew the) hahe iHonſaheld around 
_ & her;ip which worelinc lade londEilex's 
£ ſervants. hdd woman opened her 
* oration by telling them ofea wonderful 
« powdenaatqpy-dord hal btaught from 

o hey ond: ſeas: Whichawas gentriveth hy a 


« cru en fee fbr tha arhil of 


5 « knowing i its: viszues, had given a little 
© of it to her kinſwoman Mise: Mazilda, 


« and chat ran virtue of the medicine, g 
engt 31 ing with her, had flown, out 
ef her 1687 into Lord Elles , and if 
they had 5 15 Him a wt d6fe in 
«thi 15 of iche to of petate properly . 
n he Wöhck Hrff have: 005 gflack And wen 
0 died. They ftäredh Made thelr ſepatate 
ae « comtiithts;*afd told it with additions 
Land icht tovelihirs iti theit bh way 


ice Kere cents 0 


V0 9029 288 not Reid Til bo Vs 


' -140Myefachers retumed nent days and 
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* Devereux; that har Jade rte Ent 


5yadi etre melyradüfttefer hy the ak- 
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are eee dee ſervant who 
_ **;tookh eee eee got into 
n houſe he cbulcbendt make out 
n hat was —— My mother 

«(then told him, in the preſence of lord 
. ee eee nene. . n wich 
by Agr Anne and 
5 « fecpreted, une te lady Matteharn' 
: mirfiagtf<0 4 141-156 « oy ** 0 


1 * 4 9, x 22 i * 1 
| mabaa: del dd ni och za Fog 42 


4 


4 c eg year palſed i; Hats oo no 
= « Variation; my n m other entertained c cer- 
bin opinions reſpecking lord Eflex, 
; 08, thoſe. the, chaſe: to.confine. to her 
« own, breaſt, Matilda improved daily: 
. See — 2 wit, 
„ yipaciry,, and; beaury, PO: her, the 
** s darling of our family; my father per- 
x 4 ceived that his eldeſt ſon was extremely 
75 Hy win ow x _ 
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« Rn pom ay and at the Ame time 
tt recollecting the difference.) of their 
4 rank; and probable fortune. My bo- 
« ther ſhewing an inclination for the 
« army, lord Eſſex procured him a 
+ ſubaltern's commiſſiom and he was ſent 
« to; the Low] Countries, here he: was 
deut off before utphen at the age of 
« nineteen. We were all much affected 
« by this loſs, and iti was a conſiderable 
te time befor my father recovered Ris 
< ſpirits. ».| Matilda was greatly concern 
«ed, though ignorant of the true: mo- 
« tive of his being a ſoldier Ah my 
« dear Iſabolla ! ſhe ſaid in àn agany 
t ofgrief: *.your William, your dear 
% Willam is gone! I loved him with 
« the affection of ia lifter; what can i do 
now but transfer that friendſnip tor you 
4 and my dear lady Markham, as the 
15 "_ kriends Ihave i in! the world! 
Wt Es 4 What, 


. . Wee ee bebeye Andere 
wth "friend to re but r. 


__ *:{enCaſpetiabmiefiengernirhttic deed, 
bande ax" eee e e 


N ; friend?” 


| lady warten gone Wake 
* n Pau¹ν,ꝗ 4 Del rent „ 


nere . mn executed 
3 Tens. -parchtnent® in all its proper 


rms, daticheligave'it to my mother, 
” OK eG imit to ſee that the 
wabsight, and ent to 


„ «tw>nodbjine p: gwe Bal, he either; 
Achutsthe y n laſh; andofhe ſent 


Adora perſdnꝰ to be Ar in/optds »My 


„ ſaid,, i. Was bß nb confequetice:;; he 
_ <houlds father: again ban, and would 


i mhenttecbive tlie paper.. Thel next 
< tdyurherkey was loud pony mother 


. 
— 
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«it in her cabinet. She found all the 
« wiſhed, except the inſertion of Matilda 
40 Devereux my relation, inſtead of 
« Matilda Devereux my grand daugbter. 
« Was with her än the room, and the 
« was ſo provoked, that ſhe vented her 
L. anger aloud, termed him a villain, and 

« determined to prove her power over 
4 him by having it inſerted FRY as 
« the thought proper. eee ee ha 
LT: 

45 Butz abs. what are e all our Ker 
ee in this world! fleeting as the clouds” 
-« which are continually paſſing over our 
« heads, Lord Effex. grew worſe z my 
« father ſaw him a day or two pie he 
60 expired, and when he came home 
tt told. my mother that he was {ure 
or my lord was fit for a better world. 
« She ſhook her head. He is,” "aid 
« my father, if repentance and obn- 
7 « 'trition are right; and e are taught 

= "8 from 


- 


«f our en hon ah HR "he 
« flee they are ſo. But one thing 
60 puzzles me, Tfabella, extremely: 
«what can it be that affefts him fo 
much? I have known him many 
. years; I knew him to be haughty and 
«<5}mperious ;/ 'yet I ever knew him juſt, 
« generous, and charitable, What, 
« therefore, can affect him? He always 
_ « ſeemed to me to have more virtues 
« and fewer vices than any man 1 was 
1 © Over acquainted with. „“ It is im- 
4 Pon ibie for you to gueſs, my dear ſir 
Tt 5 John; he may have ſome. undivulged 
« crimes ; and, though a man may live 
«an atheiſt, „yet he can never die one, 
Lord Eſſex was particularly cautious 
E about entering, into converſations in 
| « which religion had, any thing to do; 
1 never heard. him. touch upon the 
* ſubject more FR q twice ; and he ſeem- 


. 11 3 ; | , . ) 4 * a i oo ed 


no . tog 


40 ed to have any ole which made 
« him particul: me 
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% have thought,” replied my Gabbr;: 
u particularly within theſe few years, 
* notw-ithſtanding that he has ever been 
« liberal of his money to Matilda, and 
made you ſo many handſome pre- 
6 ſents Here a ſervant. entered: 
F wich a letter, which informed them 
A that lord Eſſex was dead, and that the 
ſte ward wiſhed to ſee my father, as 
the young lord was abſent. My > 
« ther went to the caſtle ; he was con- 
ci ſulted about and attended the funeral, 
and wrote an account of LE lord's 
deceaſe wnieien. amt no wh 5 


Olten EF N 
4 My: mothe of cody the — may 
« affair of her — death to 
Matilda, ſoothed, conſoled, and com- 
e <forted her; and then expreſſed: great 


#3 kf 62 FE  ”" 5 | joy 


6 run warnen; a anf 


joy in tlie hopt ſlie had, os . 

her in a proper ſiuition, by her father 

«& arrival in England, who would, no 

5  *{46ubt; em het tonthe world as his 

daughter; and: not (as my iu other 
d expreſſed herſelf) the diſtant: relation 
« of ſir John Markham's s wife: :: N 
0 tilda had been ſome Vears informed 
0. of her! birth and conſequenee in the 
« world} bot) e n to my mother's 
ies, het ſpirits were depteſſed 

_ & whenever. ſhe converſed about her 
of tüte and ſituation; and when my 
cmotlfer Was holding up high birth, 
„ prejt wealth, and their attendant con- 
« ſequetices,' ſhe" would fig and ſay, 

« My dear madam, how can I be hap- 

« pier than I am at preſent ? I would 


. rather be a Ait ant rela 1 9 ours 
| than a duchefs, provided iT Had, a 
e fietle fortune to pre vent my being bur- 


e een to 50. I have, now that 


"oe Gn fortune ; 


— — ed... en — — 
4 N * FP e 
* 


13222 nor * 


— cc Lebe be e — an- | 
« are the comforts aims Hie. I Rave 7 


now every thing that: we jan Want | 
«or: with; „ 0 13" l 1% Ran agg” 4 
2794 14 f i 1 1 Fes © 7M Þ e ; Aar * «xx! v8. + +> | 


Content, my dear Matilda,” re plied” x 
«my mother, © is the greateſt blefMn ng 
«this: world can give; and when We 
© have health and competence; a palace 
* or a cottage will be mueh tlie ame 

thing. But why ſhould a young wo- 
e mah like you deſpiſe what all the 
4 world ſets a value upon?“ t Be- 
4 cauſe,; my dear madam, I am now 
« happy, and every ſtep I might take 
towards greatneſs would, * think, 
"make me waa. „„ 


BE 8 i if 4 Uh, i | 
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« pleaſing ſound of lady Matilda vibrat- 
«ed1 in my mother's ears; but ſhe dated , 
SRO MO F 6 h 5 « not 
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le uſe of the appellation with- 
0 out iche dafl s leave, After paying his 
«duty to the queen, he came to my fa- 

<< ther's and found his daughter one of 
« the moſt beautiful young women in 
«the world, and poſſeſſed of that cer- 

« tain elegance and grace which attracts 
« everybody and which nobody can 
define: — Lord Eſſex was wonderfully 
ce pleaſed with her, and told my mother 
«that it would be the pride of his life 
to introduce her at court; but added, 
« am upon ſuch terms with my royal 
< miſtreſs. at preſent, that my having 
; « been-matried. might not be agreeable. 
«th her. Therefore, Matilda, if you 
are happy with theſe good friends, fir 
« John and lady Markham, ſtay with 
them; or I will ſend you to lady 
- «.Goniers, who is a diſtant relation of 
lady Marlcham's, who knows you only 
. * * W farther would I 
Do” . have 


* 


« have known at 1 though 1 we 

« ſoon to take you intoithe world, with 
« all the ſplendor that ſhould _— 
« "the: beloved-s res — | 


4 f + | 1 9 
e f 


66 43 . di 4 not ſubvive this 
ei period more than a year, I believe. 
« The death of; his friend lord Efſex 
11 haſtened his. W 92 remained in the 
46 family-houſe, as my elder. brother was 
ce not married, and the younger was at 
college, beink intended for the church. 
«, The younger. children's fortunes were, 
0 ſmall; my mother had a gentle - 
ee woman's jointure; Matilda liyed with 
10 us, and we did extremely well. Lord 
« Eſſex was generous, nay liberal in the 
ec * extreme. My mother hoarded up 
« the 1 income of her Jointure every year; 
00 and lord Eſſex was perpetually mak- 
« ing Matilda magnificent preſents of 
= Jewels, telling her at the ſame time, 

. e that 


— — —- — 
* . ̃.; y—_——_—_s — 


Fu. a introduction at court. 


1 But he was too much involved in poli- 


nf ine: 8 to attend to this after-' 


E wards, ack he had a great aſcend- 


; * ancy wer the qui en 
* 293 1 1 75 1 8 . 
« He called d ba e "Jai 4 


L475 


© mother Hat 


Fu away 
AE ys 3K, 8 


been 


br 


gabe i it up; 


nour Was "mar 


by £7; | 
of the 4 of ho- 
and the queen had 


Hi 


7 7 
1 


Sraciouiny pleaſed to nominate 
"= to. the honour of ſucceeding her. 
5 8 m mother was in rap ure 


. 
- 


at this 


my wither xr Tool hs e 
« ment ſo very advantageous to me, we 


and my lord promiſed | to 


«x intercede with the 0 uber t Permit 
ine to ſpend one month in the year 
1 "with 1 my FE in hien he ſuc= 


4 


x* 


og 


ee the 


| which — bring yl _—_ 
« ok that I ſhould paſs with them. 


ve 44% 37101785 889A 15 . 0 bit; 514 v3 
© ſupported my ſituation. with fatiſ- 
95 net to my y yoyal pers and faw 


191 857370 263 een e did 106 en 
ey Theories 1 now Stel boiſterous ; 
| « Eſſen courted * popularity, and was 
: « blathed' and applauded as people's 
4 minds ſüuggeſted Cat length his fate was 
decided, and that all-accompliſhed | 
«nobleman was beheaded. This blow 
« was terrible to Matilda; ſhe had now 
6. n  fathier, no protector. He had ever 
expreſſed great affection for her, and 
* Chin given her a number of jewels, 
but nothing farther ; and it was happy 
for her, that my mother had got the 
10 * ſertſciient.” , A the eſtate was in 
* Intio "21 ME DF .. other 
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hands, my e Was * only” 
« perſon: e had to loc vp tow "i ' 
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| * Matilda had been addreſſed by 
e many young men of family and for- 
e tune; but her father had entertained 
« ſuch high hopes of himſelf; that he 

e rejected them all through my mother, 

e as not one of them conſidered, her 


wiſe than as her relation. The 


1 * nod, 1 the q queen would 
| « mazry him. What a change at. laſt ! 
: . 7 The Devereur eſtate went 9.4 e 


Kar in n Pj wh manner, 
« that his perſonals did not quite pay 
« hjs, debts, He was an ambitious, 

| « proud, uncertain, man, fond Be 
, % pularity and the applauſe of the « —_— 
6. titude 3; and that was his ruin. His : 
* * was remarkably handſome. and 
7 5M dignified ; 


1 * is as N 
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« dignified; but there was no depend- 
« ing upon him; he did not poſſeſs. 
« true dignity of ſoul; for what is every 
te natural grace or acquired accompliſh- 
« ment, without that honourable firm- 
« neſs which e feen a noble m 
* a common ee: i re 


3 AE ; W 26nd Eſſex 
« extremely,” on account of my. bro- 
© thers; and in all probability, had he 
lived, he would have been either the 
_ «raiſing or ruin of them. She had uſed 
_ all her art, by frequent writing and 
* converſations, to keep up his atten- 
tion to the promiſes. he had given 
«© her. She alſo intereſted | herſelf ſo 
much in Matilda's affairs, that the 
« world began to ſay, that ſhe was lord 


« Eſſex's natural daughter; and they 
* talked ſo freely upon the ſubject, that 


« "on mother-wiſhed to ſer them right 
799 . cc by 


g 
| 
; 
{ 


[on by produciog the certificate of the 
.« marriage; but Matilda would not 
the would ſay; c hoſe daughter I am, 


friends, and foi 


= — 
— — HA 1). / er 
by — — 5 —— 
pony — 
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ermit it. % What does it ſignify,“ 


when I. haue yo for my friend, my 
« more than mother? I am ſatisfied, 


- © my dear lady Markham; T have a 
e competency, and what could the world 


*:give me? [-Nozino/; the world would 


give me nothing, in all probability, but 
s reſlections upon the fate of my father.” 
My dear 
to give, and will give lady Matilda 
FDeversus her dut and J hope 
L convince you that I amn rt ig 


Me ile a, the world ought 
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, went at the-uſuat time to paſs the 


& happy: pond with Wien mother and my 

ol coimpegreat grief, 
| y-muchk'breken; From 
TY "remarkably: Pike active woman, 


O «the was! become lom and dull ;. and 
ö 2 „ TAP RY „ eee 


* 
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US neglestod her affairs. It was with dif- 

1 ficuky we could perſuade her to walk 
ce im an orchard, once a favourite place, 
and ;where; ſhe had been making im- 
« provements;for ſome years; in ſhort, 
_ * ſhe: ſeemed not long for this world. 
One day, as we were ſitting together; 
«© ant} L. was endeavouring to entertain 
her with: theſ hiſtory and anecdotes of 
ce the court, which ſhe uſed to be fond 
« of hearing, ſhe ſtopped me by ſaying, 
« My dear, Iſabella, I have ſomething 
to ſay td yqu and Matilda; if you love 
#: yu motfler,- attend. feel as if 1 
« were+ Hot permitted to remain long 
ec with you; — My ſtrength decreaſes, 
te like dew before the ſun. Let me; if 
« time will admit, talk feriouſiy to you 
e both.—I have, Iſabella, ſaved ſome 
& money, which I have equaliy divided 
c between you and Thomas. Henry 
en, my Jointure z and Iwim he 


21010 a | . 


˖ 


fend bor my brot 
e ſaid, 4 it would flurry them and me 
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e vere married, that this houſe might be 
* proper aſylum for my dear Matilde. 
«A ſingle woman, like you, always 


«gone, my relation, lady Coniers, will 


te receive you into her family; and if 


« you; will take the advice of a fincere 


at andl a parting friend, permit Iſabella to 


ee have the care of your papers, and the 


te certificate of your mother's! marriage, 
$7 ky" Jam fure her affection for you will 
ce Preſei ve them as treaſures. And 


t now, my dear children; I have done 


«© with this world.“ We wiſhed to 
hers,” * No,“ ſhe 


et too. — I have been good for nothing 


ce ſor ſome time, and it will be a happi- 


** neſs to lay me down to reſt. Fake 


out of my cabinet the papers which 


« belong to Matilda; thoſe do not con- 


| _ cern * _ and remember the dying 


N „ injunctions 


e The e exertion Uther and end 
« her to faint. We hoped it would be 
« ſoon over, and that ſhe would be 
© better; we thought ſhe began to re- 
ce vive, when ſuddenly, fixing her eyes 
: upon us, ſhe, prefled our hands and 
cc expired. Our affliction and ſurpriſe 
« were unbounded ; we could not believe 
« what had happened; for ſhe had not 
« been what might be called ill. It i is 
te true, for. a few weeks ſhe drooped, 
« and ſeemed diſpirited ; but ſhe was 
0 „only ſixty, and was a year back 
« much more active than many women 
« of thirty. The activity of her mand, 
believe, impaired her ſtrength, and 
her conſtitution could no longer 2 
« port that mental labour which ſhe ſo 
* many years exerted. Hef 7 
mm" - «I wrote 


4 her of my mother's 8 
00 Wee much pleaſed at the thoughts 


et I lis Bet muell achuainted with her, 


* — =o —— — 
— —ſ 2 


ITCH, AND ur 


118 Tus 
r vrote to lady 


Matilda into her houſe. 


er but I thought thyſelf happy in having 
ee my friend fixe in o'reſpieble fit, 


„The only circumſtance Wich gave 
A 10 me Pain was, that they lived" at a 


ges ater” Uſtatice from the cout than 
ec my mother; yet I had hopes that my 
cc royal, miſtreſs Would permit me to 
ce pay my. annual vilit to lady Coniers, 
«© ho had given me a preſſing invita- 
te tion to that effect, —Matilda kept her 

« jewels, and 1 (Carried her r patchment 


+ With rhe to the court. A 


(OUT! 390-10 VWVILDSS 041 2 wr Me Weld? 


he lowing dhe queen 


— nem viſit Ma- 

4c tilda; which journey I performed with 

4 a light heart, — received bychet 
8 1 wa e with 


nan . 


« gith i pleaſure. When 1: arrived, 
« the lady of the houſe was abſent for 
0 two days. — I. ſettled my ſtewardſhip 
6 with, Matilda for the year. As the 
« eſtate, „lay in a diſtant county, 1 
0 was ohliged to proye my, right, to re- 
6 « ceive the 0 and hag Emp loyed an 
0 a Lg for that purpoſe. cre We 
« paſſec the days of lady Coniers ab- 
« ſence in the moſt delightful manner, 
Ni rambling through the woods, and 
00 biting, and converſing upon t. the banks 
in the corn, fields, as the ſeaſon. was 
cc extremely. fine, and the corn ripe. In | 
ee the.cqurſe.. of our conyerſations_ 1 ex- 
* preſſed a hope that ſhe, was happy i in 
« lady ,Coniers'. ſociety.— As happy 
« as I can be, my dear Iſabella, now our 
40 good mother i is no more; but ſhe was 
ea ſuperior, being, lady Coniers is 2 
60 common one, and therefore not ſo ä 
c * attrative to your friend, I have no 
| : ce diſlike 
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6 diſlike to lady Coniers; but ſhe does | 
s not ſeem to have many fine feelings 
. about her, and is not very anxious 
«© whether ſhe pleaſes or not. But ſhe 

u does not offend, and leaves me to do 
© every thing I like, except one, and 1 
« am very well contented. I wiſh you 
« would marry, Tlabella, that 1 might 
« Jive with you.. Pray indulge my 
te curioſity, and inform me what that 
« one thing is which is difagreeable to 

« vou.“ A trie; the encourages 
«her fon to make love to me, and the 

& education ſhe has given him is not ſo 
te good by a great deal as that which he 

5 gives bis dog or his horſe. This is a 

c mere trifle ; I believe the young man 
«has a good heart, and might have gone 
ve through life very well had he been. 
= properly. brought up; for 1 never faw 
a th td vicious' "OK him.” — I 
| 41. * 711 44 FTW OXY e wiſhed 


MAID,OF BONOUR, 121 


« wiſhed her joy of the n and 
0 eee ſee che ; conquered. | 


rf 14941 711 4207 iin 7c 


1 
2 


et Lady Coniers was a widow of Fred 
« five; a very well-looking woman; 
« ſaid ſhe was ten years younger than 
ir was really the truth; dreſſed well; 
«kept a good table, and had been laying 
re ſnares for the heart of an old lord, her 
«neighbour, for five years, without 
being tired; had a great deal of —_ | 
te and what is alen ee re 


T* 

et ee me very e it 
«© introduced me to her ſon, who ſaid, 
« Faith, couſin, you are a fine girl 
© enough.; but. no more like my dear 
© Matilda than an apple is like an 
et oyſter,” — © Ag an apple is not like 
* an oyſter in any ſhape,” I replied, 
* I take it ſor granted, that we are both 
« * charming in our way.” — “ No, you 

vol., I. N -- 
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Ade ft ct b Hündfbme ay nn there 
« js as much difference between yu 

« there is between mother Huggins's 

er market horſe and Lofty my hunter. 
end which do you prefer, Lofty or 
« Matilda? — e Why, Matilda in this 
«room, and Lofty hen the hounds are 
te out; you mult be a great fool not to 

« gveſs at that; but I find you aould not, 

«* with- all your wit from court. — 
$ Le Tou are remarkably polite; Mr. Co- 
3 _ ce niers,” J returned, t and ſo full of 

| « flaſhes of wit, that the people at court 

d s could not withſtand you ten minutes. 

& But they fnall,“ he replied) , for | | 

am to go there ſyory to get: the old | 

e woman to lay the ſword ;acrots: my | 

*-ſhoulder, and then I ſhall be as _ | 

, knight as the beſt” of them. — | 

Lou niuſt go to the wars 2 ſoon s 

- * tt you receive the honouroftnighthood, 

=: 6 to try AC _ ? 

Eon 8 x1 d My 


„ 
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ec My ſpurs I have often tried in 4 long 
« chaſe,” I do not doubt i it; ; but if 
et by your behaviour you do not do cre-+ 
« dit to your knighthood, the queen's 
« cook will have the employment of 
« cutting them off.” = «© You are talk- 
e ing, my dear couſin, of what William 
«© knows nothing about.” But he 
00 A in pe ſaid oy Coniers. 3 


1 


e Was one te unten to u 

ce Coniers, that Matilda had not the ad- 
« yantages which her birth demanded ; > 
ce for ou! know, lady Coniers, who he 
© is,” — & Oh, yes, very well, my der; 
4 he. was daughter to the old lord 
Eſſex. No, madam,” I returned, 
« ſhe was daughter to that unfortunate 
te nobleman Robert earl of Eſſex. — 
« Noſuchithing, child; you are wonder- 
« fully miſtaken.“ I am not,. ma- 
* Wa my mother had the certificate 
0 2 1 of 


# 
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«oO their marriage you know he mar- 
45 ried Matilda Browne, a relation of 
6 lor Montacute”: s, who died ſoon after 
10 * Matilda was born.” 3 


% * 8 wt n 
* 13 * o/ 
„ gs 
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Kd You are Se pay , my. denn 
« returned. her ladyſhip; « ſhe was 
« daughter to the old lord Eſſex, and 
40 I know you to be a very clever diſ- 
tc creet young woman; nay, I have heard 
« people.who are much about the court 
« ſay, that the queen has expreſſed as 
« much. — But. I am to- blame, Iſabella; 

« I ought to keep that ſecret. to my ſelf; 
0 4 it concerns you but it ſhall die 
with me; for J do not think it alto- 
- gether right-to divulge the-folly; not 

«to: 2 e 5 our us” 
1 «1 was TR ae 10 For 
« heaven's fake, madam, what can you 
8 * mean: Po cc n - meaning is, 
8 - | 6 * what 


* 


— 
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« what every body has known for 
« years.” — © Do, tell me, my dear 


ee lady Coniers; for you make me 


* miſcrable at! r what. 


— 7 1 # 


« Well then, if you mult "Kate; T Wil 


« inform you. The young woman in 


« this houſe is not the legitimate daugh- 
« ter of the earl of Eſſex. No fuch 


thing; Matilda is the daughter of tlie 


« old lord, and her mother was yours; 


all the world ſuſpectec it; and you 


« know how very kind he was to your 


* family; what pre ſents he made them, 


* and was for ever making to you all. 


ct Your mother, dear couſin, when ſhe 
found herſelf: declining, poor womäah, 
« ſhewed' me the ſettlement that lord 
« Efſex made upon Matilda, and 'I 


© could ſee plain Enough, by his terming 


£ 44 © 


ce * her his" relation, that the world was 


lh n * 
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6 


15 right. Lady Markham, your mother, 

% my dear, was certainly a clever wo- 

„ % man, and managed this bulineſs' well; 

« for which 1 give her unbounded cre- 

dit; for if ſhe had not, your father 

would have been burthened with ano- 

e ther child, which would not have been 

e yery. convenient to him; for he was 

40 e neither very rich nor very prudent, 

0 poor man but your mother kept 

« every thing cleverly together ; ; and this 

ewas the only folly I ever heard of her 

„ committing, | and 1 don't doubt but 

4 * ſhe 1 was VER much! in pocket. by it.“ 

Ae tho. 07 om; 13 10 OL "I ONT | 

20 0 «At the 2 of this, ſpeech, I aroſe 
« out of my chair; Hamped. about the 

1 room like a mad woman; reviled 

1 her in che bittereſt terms poſſible; 

2 oN vowed it was all a fabrication of her 

»i% own, and called down vengeance upon 


Fl ber 15 daring to utter ſuch a falſehood 
e apainſt 


- AMA1D OF, HONOUR»! 427 


ec againſt; the characters of people who 
were not alive to deſend themſelves. 
« | told her, that I had in my poſſeſſion 
« the certificate of earl Eſſex's marriage 
with Matilda Browne; and, in ſhort, 

«, I,iwas ſo much agitated, as nearly to 
« faint : a friendly flood, of tears relie ved 
me, and when I was a little recover- 
1 * 1 esd thus : : 


* 


et ier how: think, A 8 a8 you 
« ſay if you really believed Matilda to 
ebe lord Eſſex's natural daughter, would 
c you wiſh your only ſon to marry. her ? 
No; with his great fortune, you would 
« certainly have him connected with 
« ſome,young woman of high birth; 
« and Fama, ſoul I believe that the 
« © yk Tea lon, for your ,viſhing him to 
marry her, is, your full aſſurance that 
« « the is the daughter of tl the carl of Eſſex 


« « and Matilda Browne ; and you would, 
G 4 02 were 
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tee were ſhe wife to your fon}: mould 
1 ſomething” out of it, — This is my 


* Rag of eo Pf 2867 1320 blen 
| A e very coolly, «My 
ES... Aker Lſabella, you are quite in hero- 
* jcks, and I expect every minute to ſee 
„ ſome valorous knight, mounted upon 
« a flying courſer, come to your reſcue; 
ee but compoſe yourſelf, When theſe 
«© things have” been whiſpered about, 
„ which T aſſure you rhey have been 
vevery much, I have ever deſendlel 
* my coufin Mafkham to the laſt word, 
«« and always took Particular cate e ob- 
ec: viate evety thing v hich could be urged 
et againſt her; and 1 do üer but 
| "he. world thinks me 'a'fobl to allow 
d my fon, Who is fo much ſuperlor i in 
"cc fortune, and of 'a family As good as 
06 hers, t to think f marrying Her, "who- 


2 S 133 1 7 LV O n 402 e ber 8 
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« ever: ſhe may have ſprung from. But, 
« to eonvince you that I wiſh my dear 
« couſin to be entirely exculpated from 
te the charge laid againſt her, do ſend me 
« the certificate of the marriage, (which 
« ſhall be fafely returned,) that 1 may 


« ſhew it to thoſe who think evil of 
« her ; for that will effectually conVince 
« them, and they will no looger dis- 


= 
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& No, mam,“ 1 returned; « ay 
mother was virtuous ; — my, mother 
© never defamed her neighbours; my 

5 mother, lady Conie rs, never dared. 

e ſay a thing which was not true, — nor 

do a thing ſhe dared not juſtify. — 
| 6 And the certificate I will keep my ſelf. 

2 « A time may come when it will Proba- 

«bly be of 5 firſt” N to my 


« « friend,” 25 


f 55 | * 


3 « I then 
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un Unken ſtalked: af; the room; 


Ts " and as 1 paſſed along the gallery, 


Matilda met me. I was, diſturbed, 
« and ſhe wanted much to know the 
« cauſe. . I told; her, that I had been 


« talking with lady Coniers about my 


* 


536 


mother, whoſe memory was ſo dear 
10 me; that my ſituation in life | 


WY e me from ſeeing thoſe who 


ec knew her, anc were acquainted with 
«.her virtues, my ſpirits were therefore 


- ORs 4 8 by the converſa· 
* tion, 1 had had with lady Coniers. 


5 . cauſe of diſquiet proceeded 


15 from, my time being almoſt expired ; 


7 5 for I was obliged to attend the court 


« OS few days. „ conjured her, when 
ſhe | found her ſituation diſagreeable, 
ph 0 inform me of | it, and T would get 


ot 307: 


Va « prote Qion for her i in ſome family near 


London; requeſted ſhe would take 
4 her money affairs into her own hands, 


N bieh the declines, but lamented the 
| « trouble 
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« trouble 1 met with one account. 

« ] departed next morning; very ill ſatis- 

« fied with lady" Coniets,” and contrived 

_ ©plans'Uuritig my journey to get Ma- 
te tilda out of her houſe if ee 


E 11 Hitler 0 1 1211 ; We fs 7 ; 


. Aborit'a mont alter, 1 ſawy young 
2 at*court'; he was knighted, 
« me became fir William. He gave 
ne 1 letter from Matilda; faid he 
te "hoped the air of the court had' ſweet- 
| hed "me," for I was as ſour as à crab 
ee . the country; ; told me- that” he was 
* going to lreland to ſee his eſtates, and 
« wondered, when he wanted to give 
«mea heatty make of the hand, that I 
er was ſo thy.” His converſation made 
ec thoſe about us lavgh'; and I muſt con- 
feſz⸗ that 1 Was nber much down great with 


© hy cob. m Io Ehn 


A 2 s 
"8 et E l 1155 4 


1 1 ++ 1 5 
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BY 


| © Matilda bad left the b 


i meſſenger, he returned 
tom lady Coniers, ſaying, that ſhe 

_ « was come to town to me. I petition- 
«ed to 90 down to her, which was 


*.c0Treland.. He 
ee with her; the took two of her horſes, 
ct Te; the third and her man ſervant 
1 behind her; and you cannot imagine, 
« my dear Iſabella, what a pretty, Piece 
fg oſſi ping this has oecaſioned in the 


_ «©; neighbourhood... I aſſure you, 2 5 


1732 Thy wiron, ep 
»&;Six; months Klapſed, and 


;chear d 
nothing from Matilda. I ſent a ſpecial 
With, e 


Lady, Coniers told me, that 
1 e in a dandeſ- 
tige manner about ty months after 1 
«went. © I know ( ſaid her ladyſhip) 


< ſhe iy very fond 0. my ſon ; ſo Pro- 


211. 


bahly, Iſabella, ſhe has followed him 
Her ſervant Mary, went 


« could I have had the ſmalleſt 1dea of 


_ « what ſort of a perſon ſhe was, my houſe 
X ou not have ver open to her.” 


2 * Whas 
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Wit What excuſe did ſhe make for go- 
te ing, mda PA None in the 
ec . th ; ſhe had been at lady Corbet' s, 
te as I underſtand, and rode off with 
« Mary while the” ſervants were at ſup- 
te. per; and I have not heard of her 
« ſince.” == © What. is become of her | 
6c Jewels, madam Jewels I never 
knew ſhe” had any.” — “ A great 
ee many very valuable ones, given her 
« by her father.” She kept them 
« very ſnug then; for I never e her 
< wear any worth five pounds.“ I told 
te her that they muſt be worth five thou- 
fand, and had coſt twice the ſum. — 
e Then ſhe has taken them” with her ; 
rc but, my dear Tſabella, do look at her 
«clothes, and let them be bundled up, 
«and taken away; for 1 ſhould deteſt 
«the light of them, or any thing elſe 
« which belonged to ſuch a creature: 
"WM NW Thid, <« that creature is by 
3004 72 ; « this 


— 


- 
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e this, time your d⸗ ughter-in-law;”— 
No, no ; my ſon knows rere e 
60 ane e "11. 5117; blir 
Ane Bo; Hor bed fon Fiahay 1 75 
60 The nen was examined in 
5 « lady Caniers..;preſence; but nothing 
FF _ < was. found: of any, value, except her 
1 ec clothes, books, and muſic 3 all which 
: #1 ſent to. my apa e Londen 


23891 


5 1 my oo = and | parte 
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ce I was no ql with. lady 

4 5 ec © Corbet, and therefore i it was an awk- 
10 ward thing for me to call upon her; 
1 « but I was reſolved to do i it, and ſhe 
1 ge received me with a great deal gf po- 
0 liteneſs 3.the knew. little. of the affair, 
« and, ſaid. there, mult. be ſome myſtery 


ce in it 3 that Jad: Coniers had taken 
e pains odeckre that Matilda was 
„ +3 | ; oc gone 
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« gone to town to pay me a viſit: * and; 
« my dear madam, if -ſhe had gone 

« to you when that low bred fellow fir 
e William Coniers was making love to 
-« her, we ſhould not have been at all 
« ſurpriſed. Her going a day or two 
« after him gave riſe to ſuſpicions that 
« ſhe was gone to him. She ſeemed to 
ce be unhappy, loſt that agreeable cheer- 
ce fulneſs for which ſhe was remark- 
es able, and grew pale and ſolitary; in 
ee ſhort, ſhe put me in mind of Shake- 
<« ſpeare's beautiful PIO 10 a wo- 
n HONED 807; lis 


| KO. 
I. # 
„ 14 


; = 96 « She ſa like 3 on a monument 

a & Smiling at grief.” 12 
5 « «1 know het Aiſpoſt ition, le © Ear: 
ce bet, ſaid 65 1 1 her patience, her 
« fine feelings; ; and Coniers i is a hand- 


08 ſome young. mans. and a 105 without 


x 
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e vice; if ſhe had liked him, why not 
«marry? there was nothing to Prevent 
eher; and I am convinced, that it muſt 
* have been ſomething very extraordi- 
. nary which induced her to take this 
e ſtep. I took leave of the friendly 
ic lady Corbet, who promiſed that if ſhe 
<c heard the Nighteſt circumſtance | 
20 ſpecting Matilda, ſhe would inform 
* me of it. Nothing tranſpired ; but 
« lady Corbet wrote to me, and ſaid, 
that lady Coniers had heen very in- 
s duſtrious in telling all her acquaint- 
_ « ance. that Matilda had followed her 
« ſon to Ireland. She could not ſay 
« ſhe liked the girl; but if he were ſuch 
« a fool as to marry, the believed ſhe 
« could not forget that he was her ſon; 
250 for the workings of maternal tender- 
ie neſs were ſo ſtrong in her breaſt, that 
| « there was no reſiſting them. She had 
Co made up her WIN to every thing, for 
a ea hy & her 
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« her happineſs was wrapped up in his. 
« AS to Ifabella Markham, ſhe only 
e wiſhed" the queen knew what kind of 
«perſon ſne was; but the dreadful un- 
« happineſs of people in her majeſty's 
« ſituation, was, that every body about 
« them wore a maſk, which they never 
« took. off but when at a diſtance from 
40 court; and then they could unbluſh- 
0 ingly take the ir friends jewels to ſet 
« off - the ir perſons, and, ſhe did not 
- 6 matze a 15 . e them for ever as 


4 ch 1911 
= the fat own... 
| — „ + 120 8. 1 
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« « Happily, this Rory was og TAR 
«x told unguardedly , to thoſe who were 
« frequently at court, and to ſome who 
4 had offices there. Lady Coniers was 
0 likewiſe ſo well known in her neigh- 
« bourhood, that the good people ſeldom 
4 much to her when ſhe did 
FF fortunately to, I 


at was 


. 
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« was not lich enougb to purchaſe Jewels, 
! Mal i e e was ne ber ſcen to wear 
e any; for my mother prudently turned 
the few ſhe. was : poſſeſſed of into 
4 money, which ſhe divided between 
20 22 brother Ko] re 


"ee T period of MSc 36; ene e years 
« has flipped away, "ad, 1 have never 
* heard of my dear Matii da E Devereux. 
« She did not 8⁰ to Ire and, as I could 
4 Jearn from my inquiries; neithef did 
« ſhe marry fir William Coniers.— 

15 Her rents I have regularly received, 

ec amd Hoarded up. the money. Ik 1 
_ <©ſhould ever ſee her again, "there it is 
de for her; or, When 1 am affutetfof: her 
he death, I will Pay- it into the Randt s of 
A r. Devereux, her neareſt relation as 
| _ ts weed; for I think 1 informed you 

RN that the Deere 8 eſtate Went to a 
"OP diſtant relation. The title fell 


S 1d 3 c wich 
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te with her father, n was given to W 
0 . 5 _ 2] 


« Yoo may ſuppoſe, my dert elailren, 
te that the greateſt pleaſure I could enjoy 
e would be to find the friend of my 
« youth alive, virtuous; and happy. Vet 
« dare not flatter myſelf that ſuch an 
« event can be poſſible. Sir Philip 
« Sidney's Arcadia was one of the ele- 
« gant preſents ſhe made me when we 
« lived ſo happily together; and now 

te that my narrative is ended, let us hear 
ee jt; for it will entertain Rue and = 

cc gratifying t to me. Ns 35 

Rober e ak 5 W all 
Adden for three hours, when other 
avocations called upon them. — Time 
wore: ſlowly away, in expectation of 
hearing from my lord; a few days 
a Aa _ meſſenger. to ſay, 
; - that 


140 TEE WITCH, AND. THE 


that quent: Anne of Denmark wWas dead, 
and the king in great affliction; that a 


party had been raiſed in favour of lady 


Arabella Stuart, whom they wanted for 
their queen; that lady Arabella had 
written a letter to the king, and diſ- 


covered the plot; that affairs were a 
little quieted ; but that he ſhould not be 


able to fix any time for „ to his 


Tm” vs en „ 


* ths Snot He HR bs 
verſing With Mi. Butler and Mr. Fair. 


fax upon theſe- events, and the former 
was expatiating upon the miſeries of a 


country when the people at large thought 


wrong, and the dreadful miſt hiefs which 
muſt in that caſe fall upon every in- 


5 -dividual ; when Mr. Fairfax took occa- 

ſion to 'obſers 
A dn to riſe; for it was very 
Akely we 9 better without any 
„ parliament. - 


that it would not matter 


. — 
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parliament. The houſe of lords was 


certainly an -incumbrance, and the na- 


tion would undoubtedly be better with- 
out them. And as to kings, what were 
they? nothipg. — * Sir,“ replied Mr. 


Butler, there have been kings ever 
1g: 


« ſince the creation of the world; you, 
« will find I am correct in what I ad-. 
cc vance, if you will conſult your bible.“ 
—* It may be ſo, ſir,” returned Mr.. 
Fairfax; “ bur the world, fir, is more 
hs enlightened ; it is grown wiſer, and 


« will improve every day; for we have. 
« gone on ſo long in the old track, that 
e it, is time to open a new one; and I. 


« think I can ſee the change cred 


, ing; 


lads 8 ne So head 


on one fide, as if ſhe doubted her powers 25 
2 haas: and at laſt, being out of 


patience 


4 


- 
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5 patients with ſuch Gokltines, gare to 
ing ers þ bur' without «coma td A 


Nin 


91 $f THY 


5 4 bake” I am SY and 
&« can hardly credit what 1 have juſt 
« heard you utter. IE theſe were your 
cc Pipe, why did you enter this 
« houſe? vo bave not learnt them 
ce here. No, madam,“ he replied, 
67 1 brought them with me.“ “ Then, 
e beg, fir, you will take them back 
«©; again. 1 find your head is turned; 
you are mad in one point; that ſettled 
«gloom "which T have ever obſerved | 
5M hang over you, and which your coun- 
ec tenance and manner were unable to 
et conceal, was the gloom of diſcontent; 
« you embrace new doctrines in hope 
cento be advanced in the world. If you 
<«< had taken orders, my lord might pro- 

In _ been * ſome ſervice to 


cc TO ; 


2 F i 
& 
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ot do not doubt-[/ooking at 


t you 3 f 
« Mr. Burler] that he will find proper 
ct ſubjects for his church-preferment. 


« I have this opinion of my family, that 
« the improper notions you chooſe: to 


« cheriſh have had no ill effect upon 
« them; though you came here, I ſup- 
« poſe, as a miſſionary: to convert us to 


« the new light. 80 far I am happy, 
er that you have enlightened me to wiſh 


t to part with you. — Lou ſhall receive 


te from me whatever is due; and as the 


c laſt favour, I requeſt you will depart 
« from the Abbey this evening. The 


money was * _ Fairfax walked off 
without a bow. . „ I i} Taft F114 92 


Fr: 74 "Ty * 2 i * 8 1 | - ws i * 
i * 1 1 8 * NF F' 6 2 


*. 8 4 


Tn 8 i chen ul be Bed 


da mat im tlie world,“ ſaid Elizabeth 


hat can he mean? s nen 


e drunk NthHEꝭẽAN Matilda. No,“ re- 
rn t not with wine; 


b 8 L « but 


p 4 — * TY = 8 3 
n n 
* —. 4 . 
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e but intoxicated with a much fironger 

A thing, ambition. That man, were he 

% prebendaty would be. miſerable till 
he ſnould be a dean, and then unhappy 


I till he became archbiſhop of Canter. 


* bury. As a layman, he would wiſh 
eto govern nations, and would rule 
„them with a rod of iron. When diſ- 
e content lays its ſtrong talons upon the 

" « minds of men, it is ſeldom, removed 
« but with life; it preys upon their 
ue happineſs, like the grub at the root of 
«a plant; and nothing | but taking it 
«up, cutting out the affected part, and 
cc replanting it in another ſoil, can give 
any chance for a cure... But. do 
5 you think, my dear madam,” faid 
Robert, * < that ĩt could be ſo teplanted? 
2am not quite ſure that it could; 
8 yet for inſtance, if the king were to 
« ſend for him, compliment his abilities, 


« "YE him an-office of emolument, and 
* L add 


” 
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« add titles to thoſe honours,” he would 5 
ee think the preſent; the beſt times that 
« could: happen. But when he found 
ee the difficulty of filling his fituation 
cc with dignity, and that his time and his 
« eaſe: muſt be entirely given up to 
e. * public buſineſs, he would be fatigued ; 
ecome-a..tyrant to thoſe 
« bin he would find that his 
cr former habits of life made his preſent 
&« ſituation more uneaſy ; his mind would 
| 60 again ficken at finding the miſery of 
9 what he vnd, and at the ſame time 
ebe too weak to return to what he had 
been. It is not in the nature Tl ſuch 


ce * minds to be e G 
D uit 7168; 15 LS Ee ag 
Li 8 queſtioned b how wi 


re they were acquainted with Mr. 
Fairfak's principles. The eldeſt: ſaid, 
that at firſt Mr. Fairfax did not ſpeak 
out, and therefore he did not com- 
vor. 1. 4 3  prehend | 


1; AND/TRE | 


pos him: when he did, he told 
that gentle man that he was fore ehoſe 
dens were eppoſſee to every thing bis 
facher wiſtted im to learn; and he 
3 chought himſelf that Virgil and Horace 
were much pleaſanter: ſtudies than ſuch 
_ et And what did you f y to 
him, Jehn rz Why, 1 told him 
a was mad, and Burſt into a 
« laugh, which" made hirn angry; he 
d ould then call me a dunte, and tell 
me to go out of the room, "hich-was 
| oy pts wharT e, old en, 
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A MA week l aber u. 
"rived from lord Harrington, to fay, that 
the king had appointed lady Harrington 
to be governeſs to the princeſs Eliza- 
beth; that he was engaging proper peo- 
ple to be ſent down to get the eaſt front 
ok the Abbey in order for her royal 
bo reception that no perſon of 

1 5 | 


— a 
> 


4 


% - 
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conſequence was to remain with hers | 
that lady Liſle was to attend her down, 
and ſtay at Coombe till ſhe. was 
ſettled; and he hoped that ſhe would be 
as ava in a month to receive her royal 


Pets, 4 e ail. 
1 1 found this. a oi 
the both liked. and difliked, | The con- 
ſequence it gave her in the world was 
flattering to her ambition; but the 
charge of ſuch an undertaking was in- 
imical to her ,caſe. She was now ad- 
vancing * into the vale of years; but 
had good health, and was of a lively 4 
turn of mind. Vet, having a kind 8 
court in ber houſe muſt be a great fa · 
tigue, which ſhe had much rather have / 
had nothing to do with. —Luckily for 
her, it was not left to her choice; the 
princeſs. was preparing to come; ;ſhe | 
eber and, as that was the 
2] le. caſe, 


S 


— 
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caſe, the” was entirely. left without a 
negative in the buſineſs, and of conſe- 
quence had an undoubted right to com- 
e if 18 was ering); rare to her. i. 


5 ö 
3 . 4 


N The family was in a great buſtle "M 


0 fortnight ; numberleſs queſtions were 


them could 


' aſked, and not one half of 
be anſwered. Lady Harrington's mind 
was ſo fully otrupled, that to anſwer 
inquiries was a torment, inſtead of a 
Pleaſure, as formerly. Being one day 
extremely out of humour with the work- 
men, who were, as is not uncommon, 
making their job as long as they could, 
by doing as little as poſſible, her eldeſt 
fon ſuddenly aſked her, if the king was 
not a man of learning. © No,” the 
replied, think not.” = Then, ma- 
« dam, your opinion ſeems to be very 
6 different from that of the reſt of the 


cc « people with whom 1 have converſed; 
8 7g ON © for 


-, 


— 
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e for they. all aſſured me, that he was 
cc very much fo.” — Les, yes, N 
« bert, returned lady Harrington, his 
Mm learning is like that of ſome. others 
« whom I know; it is a parcel of old 
« lumber thrown about a houſe, againſt 
« which, every one is ſtumbling, and 
ce which i is 70 no ſort of uſe, even ro the 
60 owner. —] fancy, madam, | be 
replied, & vou muſt have met with b 
«ſomething. unpleaſant of that ſort.” — 
« I have, ſhe, ſaid, rubbing her elbow, 
& fallen over an old bedſtead and hurt 
* myſelf; and the conſequence is, that 
« I have ordered the houſekeeper. to 
e collect every thing of that kind to- 
N. gether, and divide it between the two 
% maids ho are to be married to Ralph 
«and. Harry.“ — « A lucky hit for 
.« ak ſaid John, burſting i into laugh- = 
ter. — © Well,” returned lady Har- 

an gravely. I muſt ſtep into the 
= os 3 3 cc ante- 
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wy antechatiber for 1 believe thoſe 
= hangings will never be put up; they 

have re about chem very" three 
| _ Ways.” | 


Free went on forthe reception 
of the princeſs; and lord Harrington ſent 


ſor his ſons, deſiring that they might be 
| accompanied to London by Mr. Butler, 
Who was appointed her royal highneſs' $ 
chaplain at the Abbey. The morning 
being fine, lady Harrington and her 
daughters went to the parſonage, to in- 
form the good man of it. He expreſſed 
himſelf unworthy of the honour; but, 
as it was the wiſh of lord Harrington, 
he would go; yet he thought that his 
ge was againſt ſuch a ſcheme. Age! 
aid my lady; “ what is age, my good 
fir? You have no infirmities. Ma- 
* dam,” he replied, I am ſenſible of 
4 A great many mental ones.” Indeed, 
. FS Hh 1 my | 


— 


- MAID; OF/-HONOUR.: 15 


«my. lady,” ſaid Mrs, Butler, your 
« ladyſhip is quite right; and ſo is my 
7 huſband. too, for he does not ail any 
« thing at all that I know of: I am ſure 
c he is as hale and fit for a journey as 
any man can be; only, as he ſays, he 
« has many mortal infirmities ; and fo 
« we have all, from the time we know 
« any thing, to the time we leave this 
4 . nee bots . 


| Tue be mae a hon vid, ag | 
— to the Abbey. Well, my 
« dear, faid Mrs. Butler, “ this -is 
«ſomething like; we ſtand a good 
tc chance. of being ſomebody now. — 
«Only think of parſon Butler's being 
ec ſent for to court. I warrant the whole 
e county will ring of ve elle for 
6. * months and months to come. 


Nobert Harrington fele no great ory 


fore in the thoughts of a court; but 
Ol 1 John's 
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F ohn's ſpirits were ſo volatile, that he 
did not know what to do with himſelf. 
At length the happy roi came, 
and ie took their ae n e 


"7 * 3 8 7 N I "be L » 4 SA 


"Elizabeth withed. r the arrival of 
the princeſs; 1 Matilda wondered whe- 
ther her highneſs reſembled any perſon 
ſhe was acquainted with; — and lady 
| Harrington was anxious to have every 
thing in proper order to receive her.— 
Another week. completed all the im- 
provements; lady Harrington then found 
her mind at eaſe, and could converſe 


Vith Wah wee, ee as cheerfully and 


7 
IL 
; \ * 4 
- 7 6 3 
* * 1 * Fad - N k k ** 
1 * o 1 Fe 5 * PR * 1 
; bs Fry wo * = L +; i i: He * 4 : 95-8 Ty 4a* The. 8-4 WF 4 ALS * 
ZZ o „„ Fs” 14 7 
4 1 * * + TP * 1 n ** *. it hp * 4 ,, * ey 5 4 1 : 
xt =o E p þ - : 
- 


Ee 
* -2 
SSN 


1 1 , „ | . Mie en 
« that I ood know the princeſs” s diſ- 
poſition. Do you know her, ma- 


« ne 5 * ata Am SN — 
n 4 ha That 
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ec That is impoſſible for me to tell,” 
returned lady Harrington; . © but, ac- 
« cording to report, ſhe. is very ami- 
« able,” — % Was nen royal miſtreſs 
« handſome ?” aſked: Matilda. You 
« uſed to tell us, madam, that we ſhould 
« hear a great deal about her when our 
e were a little matured.” 15 


« If you with to | khan: what 1 * 
« obſerved of that. great queen, I will | 
inform you; but I am afraid. I. ſhall 


. be rather cages dr the 5 
mr $I Elizabeth was 5 aha minke 
cc. be called an old woman; when firſt I 
« had the honour of attending-her.— 
Her perſon was rather above the 
te middle ſize as to height, but not to 
«he. called tall; — muſcular, but not 
a fat her face fair, and a perfect oval. 
bas * had ſmall black eyes; her 
Ü 


cc Noo rere dener e. 


n TON was the 1 her di 
7 courſe, it had the fame propriety.— 
Politics ſhe conſidered as her firſt 
> ſtudy, which was the good of her 
« fubje&ts at large, and the aggrandize- 
ment of her kingdom in partieular.— 
ee She loved peace, encouraged arts, 
cc manufactures, and commerce ; and if 
«any foreign power encroached upon 
& her, ſhe inſiſted on conceſſions, or 
e made war immed lately, and always 
«preferred the latter, ſaying that the 
er firſt blow, well · directed, was half the 
4 battle; and the was always prepared. 
1e She did not like that her ſoldiers and 
e ſnould be e e * ſhe 
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e TE" o ſay, they would ruſt and be 
good for nothing. She was extremely 
fand of military ſhows. | When the 
« Spaniſn Armada threatened the coun- 
& try with invaſion, ſhe" went to the 
n army aſſembled at T ilbury, and, to 


er * inſpire the men with courage, de 
a ſpeech to them from the drumhead, 


« which had a good effect. Her mind 
« was firm and intrepid; and ſhe never 
« pave up any thing when once ſhe had 
» « formed her reſolutions, which an hour” $ 
( privacy in her cloſet would enable her 
tc to do. To matters of buſineſs which 
t came ſuddenly forward ſhe would 
FP ſpeak - at once, without heſitation, 
« The people loved her, and at the 
& fame time feared. her; the former 
« they would have been ungrateful if 
6 they bad not done, and the latter ſhe 
ec took care they ſhould do. She under- 
Kt - 800g muſic Py and was fond 
1 6 « of 
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cc of actions, tilts and "CN 
1 « ments, and pageants where virtues and 
| ce yices were perſonified. Extremely | 
.< prudent / in the expenditure of the 
e public money, ſhe always regretted 
deu the expence war brought: with it, and 
 < frequently ſaid, * My. people are ſo 
4 liberal of themſelves, t 57 1 ought to 
ce take care of their money. She was 
: ee very par ticular i in keepiog every one 
4 ec in his proper place and ſituation; and 
PE « did. not like that the middle ranks 
1 ſhould ſtep, too near the nobility; at 
1 the ſame time ſhe was extremely en- 
. raged when ſhe. found any of her 
« nobility. degrading themſelves. Every 
e man, the obſerved, might wiſh to 
2. cliinb, it was Aa laudable ambition; F 
47 but that men who. were high mould 
1 like to lower themſelves, Was 
« * ſhe could not n 9 
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hl muſt conchud my account with 
6 telling you, that this great queen was 
« a woman, and in ſome inſtances leſs 
cc. than a woman. She Was extrava- 
« gantly fond of being perſonally ad- 
et mired long after her perſonal charms 
ce were flown; ſending frequently to 
« France for faſhions, and being ſo mi- 
< nutely. particular concerning her dreſs, 
« that I uſed to be ſurpriſed how her 
mind could deſcend to Tuch petty 
« trifles, at a time when it en 
ee in och ee ee 175 


* 


— 


6 We are much RR to you, my 
«.dear madam,” ſaid Miſs Harrington, a 
« for the account you have given us of | 
« this: extraordinary woman. Is king 
« James like the queen ??—* If he be,” 
_ fad Matilda, « I have a very. great 
e reſpe& for him.” * You. ought to 
. e "RS laid lady Harrington; 
21 . cc his 
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«demands it. But king 
< — mer my royal miſtreſs; 
et he has a great averſion to war, and is 
* eternally patehi ing up peace with other 
2. nations by means of money, "which is 
. giving the ſtrength out of His own 
& into the enemy's hands. He Prides 
„ himſelf upon that chick is only pro- 
it per for a country ſchoolmaſter, and 
« which the ſchoolmaſter-might gain 
4 ſome credit by, a kind of pedantic 
<lcarning.” He bas no idea of the 
cc value of money, but diſtreſſes himſelf I 
20 . Reer it e bis ee, 


1 Then,” Gta Matilda, the colour 
Hufhing into her face, © wh "thes my 


e 


4 hot.” — 0 2 Sager well, you 
& moſt certdinly would. The king is a 
«a man without ambition, and is conſti- 
2 fearful; but he is far from 


17 | being 


7 . 
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6 being a tyrant, and is certainly a man 
« of peace. Were you to think always 
as you did five minutes ſince, what 
« would the country at large do ? what 
« would individuals ſuffer ? you muſt 
« ſupport the king and the laws of your 
country, for the king and the laws ſup- 
tt port you. Suppoſe, for inſtance, 
_ & that we had no king, fome tyrant, with 
« a ſtrong hand, would break through 
te the laws and govern us with ſeverity 
« and oppreſſion.” He muſt do it, be- 
<'cauſe being i in a ſituation that he had 
4 no right to, he mußt maintain it by 
«force, Now we will ſuppoſe this 
© nation to be governed by a certain 
« number of men, we will, for argu- 
« ment's "fake, ſay fifty. Theſe fifty - 
«would have a hundred different plans, 
« and every individual would be pulling 
« whicheyer way his inclination led him; 
* the ambitious Endeavouring to rule 
«the 
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WW the. reſt, and the avaricious kling 
* their own private coffers,” 17 


2 40 1 ſtand We my Sas, madam,” 
ſaid Matilda; “ theſe were circum- 
66 ſtances to which I had not adyerted 
ce and therefore it was fooliſh in me to 
cc give my opinion of the matter,” = 
« Not at all fooliſh in mentioning them 
« ro me,” replied lady Harrington, be- 
« cauſe I am always happy, when I can 
tc ſet you right; and it is of great conſe- 
cc quence to you, that you ſhould ſay to 
ec me exactly what you think; but had 
= you ſaid this to ſtrangers, they would 
"> either have laughed at your folly, or 
ce encouraged your ignorance, which will 
5 ce, always be the caſe when people give 
« their opinions upon what they do not 
« underſtand. — Take my advice then; 
40 frequently aſk queſtions for informa- 
40 * tions if * go. not comprehend the 
: . anſwers, 


1 
E 
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£ anſwers, apply to- Gans; ure ROE 
1 ü to err em.“ 3 


A er beg che next day, 


Hot jord Harrington, to inform them 


that the princeſs Elizabeth was to ſet out 
in a coach and travel as far as the roads 
would permit, when her royal highneſs 
was to mount her. horſe: and proceed. 
My lord deſired that lady Harrington 
and her daughters would mount theirs, 
and meet her twenty miles from the 
Abbey, to pay their duty. They ac- 
cordingly provided themſelves, their 


evening they met the princeſs, who re- 
ceived them very graciouſly, and the 
Harringtons were very happy. They 
accompanied her royal highneſs next 
day to the Abbey, where ſhe was well 
re, with her apartments. Lady 
Liſle 


waiting gentle women, and ſerving men, 
with palfreys, and ſet out in ſtate. In the 
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Liſle was the only perſon of canſoquence 
who came wich her; and being an old 
friend of lady Harrington's, it was a 
great gratification to; fee her. She was 
to remain ſix weeks at the Abbey, to 
| {ee the princeſs properly nes w_ then 
| rats own n. 5 
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- Mr. Butler wot his chaplain's bart 
| and 4 pecuniary appointment, but was 

not, as his family expected, a biſhop, 
nor a dean; he was: not even canon of 
Mindſor nor of Weſtmiaſter. How 
ever, it would, it muſt come, and the 
ſcarf was à certain ſignal that future 

honours and emoluments were appfoach- 
ing. His daughters were now no long- 
er young, but took great pains with 
chemſel ves, and threw off at leaſt ten years 
by their preſent juvenile appearance. 
FT hey difdained the Coventry beaux; 


| and it was eonfidered as — affront - 
| if 


ventured to ſend looks of admiration at 
church. — But Mrs. Butler could not 
put herſelf out of her way. She gather 
ed up the eggs, and inſpected the brewery 


anddairy. To give her due praiſe, nobody 


could have better puddings, ale, or but- 


ter; and it was a great gratification. to 
her, when the labour of the day was over, 


to ſit herſelf down in her armed chair, 
and talk ofher royal highneſs' s chaplain : 
with great enjoyment ſhe would ſay to 
| her only maid-ſervant, : Tell her royal 
© highneſs's chaplain, that the toaſt and 
« ale will be as dead as ditch-water if he 
| « Goes not come quickly.” 3 


1 N for want of Giric, as his 
vife and daughters were often heard to 
declare, went on in the domeſtic way as 
before; dug in his garden; inſpected 


bis cattle z cultivated his flowers; and 
entirely 
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if a young yeoman in the neighbourhood. 
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entirely diſregarded all the hints which 
were thrown out, that ſuch employment 
were beneath the dignity of her royal 
highneſs's chaplain. — Meeting his wife 
one very warm morning, fatigued todeath, 
with an old duck in her hand, and a 
lapful of young ones, he faid, I think, 
we my dear, you are doing that which is 
«very degrading to her royal highneſs's 
0 chaplain.“— “ What! exclaimed 
Mrs. Butler; “ here have I been toiling | 
e and moiling theſe two. hours to get 
| «<c this duck out of the village pond, 
cc and was forced to give ſome children 
«a penny to aſſiſt me; and here are 
44 fifteen as fine young ducklings as ever 
t were hatched; they wil be worth 
« money by and by.” — « I myſelf 
< think,” replied Mr. diner e that you 
© are perfectly right; but I was ſurpriſed 
ce you did not find out, that it was a de- 
65 I eee to her royal highneſs's chap- 
11 . lain $ 


7 


* 
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« lain's wife.“ ** Fiddle faddle! am 
« ] to loſe my money becauſe you are 
« her royal highneſs's chaplain ? No, no, 
« my daughters will want more every 
« day. Conſider what ſtarching of ruffs 
« comes to, for they muſt wear them 
ce now that yo are her . en | 
> chaten oi | 7 


"EF he nuch Site Klirclagon bad * 
a cornetey of horſe, had been learning 
_ the military exerciſe, and was quite in 

his element, ſwaggering, and entertaining 

his ſiſters with Eotvertions upon the 
ſword and matchlock. He had ſeveral 
books upon thy ſubje&, which he wanted 
to read aloud and explain to them; but 
as they did not ſeem at all intereſted in 
the buſineſs, he E. . his e learn- 
Ing to dine 
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The princeſs: won the hearts of the 
" Gitmity by her affability and condeſcen- 
| ion 3 the was extremely fond of con- 
; np with lady Harrington's daughters, 
. always attended by them when 
ſne went out. Robert was improved 
by bis j aurney to London; at times he 
was cheerful and volatile, and then again 
buſied in profound melancholy. This 
* was obſerved by lord and lady, Harring- 
ton; but, as he ſeemed in health, they 
forbore to notice it. He ſought ſoli- 
tude, and would hide himſelf ; in the 
voods for ſeveral. hours together. His 
fiſters were concemed, but could not 
account for the change; they were per- 
petually .inguiring after his health, but 
eould not de velope the cauſe of his diſ- 
order. One day Miiſs Harrington ſaid, 


ee Bridget ſtep into the library, and in- 
e. quireafter my brother Robert; I have 


1 not ſeen him to-day, and am afraid he 
a is not well.“ | | 


« Bleß 


.# 
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1 Bleſs his honour,” - mad Widget, 
6; i he is well enough, only a little troubled 
« nith the heart · ah. What do 
«you mean? Why, yeung lady, 
« the folks ſay that he is in love; but 
« that is no ſuch great matter; the com— 
4 plaint is eommon enough, and every 
« one is Hable to it one time or another.” 
Bur with whom is he in love ? aſked 
Matilda. 46 Why, it is the greateſt 
« ſecret chat ever was, but it is true 
indeed. Impoſſible ! cried Miſs 
Harrington; Nobert is, of all people, 
«-the [leaft likely to fall in love.“ 
68 That en t ſignify, young lady, it may 

mpoſſible, for aught I know; but 

« it is true for all that.” Do tell us, 
= Bae ſaid Matilda, — << Why, 
you, Know, yqung ladies, that I have 

« heard. my lady ſay oſten and "often 
ct enough to you, Never wiſh to have 
Ka ſeeret; ; but if you are truſted, never 
| N e 
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<« tell it again; ' and as yo will, I am 
-} « ſure, follow my. lady's, rules, 1 may 
„tell it. . Then Clan a: low voice] Mr. 
f 60 Sims, my Jord's man, who went to 
« London with him, told me, that 2 
« friend of his who keeps a ſhop in the 
e Strand, ſaid, that he was told by lady 
_ ,« Lifle's. houſekeeper, that young lord 
4 Harrington was, as ſure as fate, in love 

« with lady Liſle's eldeſt daughter.” — 
3 « Well,“ ſaid Miſs Harrington, after a 
5 pauſe, © üer 15 1 great harm, if it be 
fo, —£ Neither fin nor harm that! 
"can 1! in the matter,” ſaid Bridget; 
tc hut very much to the young gentle- 

« ont AO 1 think . yy _ 
+ / cho. But as yo Wen) 10 TOE in the 

. beriet) is he to marry her?“ 

© That, young lady; I could never find 
« W = AVE N t ri * to no pur- 
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c poſe 4 a they day folks never 
„ eee (602,919 34 


4 . } ; * 2 
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« No!” ſaid Mit Harrimgin 6. No, 
ee never,” © replied Bridget t n a 
thing I never heard of in my life, 
te except among kings and princes; they 
do ſuch things; but I never heard of 
« any body elſe; nay, ſömetimes it is 
« the third, fifth, ſeventh, or ninth, 
« which laſt number is very lucky in- 

e deed}; but it is always an odd number, 
«you may depend upon that.” — « And 
E pray,” faid Matilda, ** how fir have | 
« you got in your numbers! * Juſt 
« turned of the eighth, young lady; it 
« would not do; K am a different per- 
« {oh lince e the princeſs came here ; and 
© they canniot ſuppoſe that 1 will demean 
be myſelf now.” — 2 We do not want 
to know your ſecrets ; but tell us how 
vor, 1. „%%% 


9 


8 
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v vou ſek when vou was firſt i in 1 love, 
te that we may know Ohh 
ce it comes _ „ 


1 k * ww ** : 3 1 * Fl 4 
3 4 * * + * | "I : 
4 442; F Te op | TFT - 


8 „ Indeed uns get, "6 1 fe 
ic enough of the ſmart to remember it. 
«One. minute, as hot as burning coals; 
« the next, as cold as clay. At one time, 
« your heart feels as big as a lion's; at 


« another, leſs than a pigeon's.; and you 


« are I-don 't-know-howith, _ and; very 
ct diſagreeable company to other folks ; 
« juſt like my young lord here, pittering 


& and pining, and juſt ready to die away 


ce at the ſmell of cowſlips and violets; 
« neglecting your victuals and every 


* thing elſe, till you are quite an, ottamy, 
* a perfect bag of bones, with ng more 


« colour than a diſhclout.” — © And 
« who could be ſo cruel as to reduce you 


ec to ſuch a condition, Bridget 2*— 
0 W lady, a carpenter's Ton, who 


* N lived 
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« lived: near my father's: in Eſſex.” — 

« And why did not you marry him? 
« Why, my poor mother, who is now 
ce dead and gone, ſaid it would never be 
te a match, becauſe in the firſt place he 
was my firſt love; and in the ſecond, I 
ce was in love with him, and he was in 
« love with Peggy Tubs; and ſo, ſure 
« enough, it all went off.” — Well,“ 
replied Matilda, - « your mother muſt 
« have been a very, clever perſon to 
judge 16 nicely ; but you have had 
e good health ſince you lived with us, 
© and that muſt have been twenty years.” 
«Oh yes,” ſaid Bridget, «© when the firſt 
« brunt is over, it never hurts you 
e after; but the firſt is bad enough of 
« all conſcience ; miſery enough ; but 1 
« never knew any body that died of the 
« diſorder, though ſongs and ſtories ſay 
«ſo much about it. Ah, I never will 
S believe it till J ſee it with my own 
| 12 | < eyes z. 
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eyes; it hurts 50 ene and it 
does not Ggnify, 'the ſcar cannot 
« be ſeen; it is no  eye-ſore and and Ang 
36 is . wiſer 1 


4 Jas"; true, Bridger”? aid Miſs 
1 1 ſcars upon the heart can- 
et not be ſeen by the moſt minute ob- 
- ſerver; if they could, ſears, I am 
« afraid, would be often ſcen, and not 
1 Pe e from Jove neither.” - a 


b. e ſhall Is 80 to my young lord, 
«, and ADQuE. , how he does?” — 
.« Yes,” ſaid Miſs Harrington. — She 
ſoon returned: « As ſure as J am alive, 
.«« young ladies,“ ſaid Bridget, « I have 
88 found it out.. Found what out?” 
| demanded; Matilda. bon Why, all the 
( love, ſaid Bridget; e for aſter I had 
e how he did, with your love 


« and 
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« and commendations, I ſaw our lady 
« and lady Liſle through the window 
« walking in the garden. So, faid I to 
« myſelf, that lady' Liſle is 'a ſweet, 
« handſome woman, faid I ; but I think 
« Miſs, her eldeſt daughter, will make 
«two ſuch as her for beauty. Oh, ſhe 
« was the ſweeteſt poppet that ever 1 
© EIT” 


* 54 1 431 


at *« What ſaid Mr. hers 2 ef C Pleaſe 
7 your honour,” ſays I, lady Liſle's 
a W ng told me, r 


« deſt elle is 70 very Se 
et beautiful, that there is half a dozen 
« her feet. for.n mercy every d: — — — 1 
«am afraid ſo, Bridget,” ſays 55 honour 
with a terrible deep — e hut 1 
« am writing, Bridget; and then, he 
took. up a pen; and cannot talk, 
TT L 0 
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* 
4 ſo tell my ſiſters 1 am much obliged 

gendem for ie gas.” bet 
1 . 
5 „Midge“ hiſtory. Auch thy young 
a people but they were not ſo ſure of the 
ſact as the waiting · gentle woman. They 
were en mne, to Vatch 


their brother. 


The Princeſs ſeemed to be . in 
her fituation, and did every thing that 
lady Harrington recommended to her. 
The time was approaching for lady 
Liſle's return to London. — One even- 
ing, after the Princeſs had retired to reſt, 
lady Harrington and lady Liſſe were 
"firing together, happy in each other's 
company, and 'thatting over ſtories of 
the” "old court. 1 would give," faid 
my mother, «a great deal, if 1 could 
"4 hear of a a friend, whoyou may remem- 
1 23 was brought up by: my mother; 


{ 4H 9 
0, ber 
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for it has been ſaid that ſhe left lady 
Coniers in a ſtrange way, and followed 
« her ſon, fir William Coniers, to Ire- 
« land; but I believe no ſuch thing ; 
„knew her well, and flattered myſelf 
« that ſhe was the laſt perſon in the 
"8 world to do wrong. — My dear ma- 
ce dam, did vou ever hear nn thing 

4 e en ber! * 


| <P chaps,” ſaid 85 Liſle, 75 1 ought 


4 is. gt 0 ber me and as you, 
1 my dear lady Harrington, are ſo much 


te her friend,” Ves, let me hear the 
« worſt that can be ſaid; for Lam afraid 
4 ſhall ſlill-retain my opinion.. — 1 
can give no information from my own 
« Knowledge, faid lady Liſle; “e whats 
«ever, may ſay proceeds entirely from 
reports, which, however, I have not 
«heard; contradicted.. % Alas!“ re- 
5 ig 5 14 turned 


. 
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turned lady Harrington, “ ſhe has no 
friend but myſelf 1) ſurely: ſne might 
have found me; but tell me, my dear 
« madam, what the e an mew 
" the dubjeR.” DL ee Ot) 


: „ 
„ . i e 


I never an her,” ſaid 1% llt, a 
« but all agreed that ſhe was a paragon 
u of beauty. It was ſuſpected that ſhe 
was the daughter of the old lord Eſſex, 
« but I never heard her mother named; 
that ſir William Coniers was inclined 
$:to marry her, but that his mother was 
t abſolutely againſt it, and ſent him to 
Ireland to be out of her way; that 
e ſhe: followed him, and lived as his 
« miſtreſas and what became of her 
t aſterwards I never heard. Then 
g another ſtory is, that ſhe leſt lady 
* Coniers in 4 clandeſtine manner, met 
2 ſome young man of faſnhion, whoſe 


o »y p 
3 4 


& name I never heard, live. with him, 
VVV cc and 


te and-: died in an obſcure lodging in 
London. Again, I heard that her. 
conduct was ſo very improper, ,that 
ec Mr. Deyereux, - her (relation, bude 
« inliſted.. upon her leaying England 'Y 
« that ſhe turned catholic, and was in 3, 
« convent in France; that Mr. Deves 
« reux, upon condition that ſhe cluded, 
« « herſelf, gave her a penſion; but this. 

* was not true; for 1 ſpoke to him, upon. 
« the ſubject, and he hin 58 even . 
ct cher M 


1 (nb 563 i 

1 . ne my v frignd;'t, aid 
lady Harrington, by ſaying that have 
« a fortune of my Matilda's in my; hands 
« which I will keep for her. When I 


te am aſſured of her death, I will ſive it 


60 12. Mr. 2 8. 12 75 As 995 


4 


« you. | * . make inquiries 1 


* 
zin 1111 ; 5 
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en her on vj return to town, and in- 
5 orm me of your ſueceſs; for I am 
not eafy in having the care of other 
eople s money; but T will not give 
t but of my hands till I am aſſured of 
Ther death, when Mr. Devereux, I 
«Hope, will acknowledge that 1 have 
Sbtem a faithful ſte ward. 4e Mr. De- 
&  Veteux,? * replied lady Liſle, «is a very 
fee ectable gentleman, | though not 
ey rich; and I am ſure would not 
e wiſh you to do any ſuch thing; for, 
« in fact, he has very little right to it, 
«#64 [believe the law would not give 


die kim.“ A ir did not,“ ſaid lady 
* be ere . 
Eu . 4. 
2 J Tit took her rde at the 


ute fixed, and the princeſs was left 


Fir ©; 


. Sore the care of lady Harring- 
ton. 


: 


Her highneſs was ſenſible, meek, 
mely — and for twelve 
months 
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months every perſon in the Abbey 
was happy, except lady Harrington. 
The thoughts of Matilda Devereux gave 
her continual [pain z7andthe-farigue ſhe 
went through” was, to a perſon of her 
age, who loved eaſe and retirement, ill 
compenſated by the honour ſhe received. 
It was not that ſort of eaſe which is 


ſo apt to degenerate into lazineſs, that 


ſhe liked ʒ but What is more properly 
termed leiſure, Or a command of her 


time, which ſhe now had. not; yet ſhe 
was perfectly alive to every thing around 
her, and to the minuteſt trife which 
eoncerſied the princeſs or her family, | 
What allowed her attention to be. 0 
particular was, that ſhe never in the 


ſmalleſt; degree troubled herſelf about 
the; private affairs of her neighbours 3 
me yiſited them, but knew nothing of 
their concerns, except. they wanted her 


advice at ane. — Bur, to confeſs. 
"Dots Cl) 7 1 6 | the. | 
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che uch 4 verily: 'believe i it.gave her 
no pleaſute to hear goſſiping ſtories, 
not one fourth of which are ever true; 

aid as that was the, caſe, iti did not 
5 require a cunning man to find out the 


reaſon of her not troubling herſelf ahout 

| _ 'k 9 . ol MS} 9 Ba NR 
2: Mitt 35 0 Facet TORE? i » 01 
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innig of Werechles, "when the whole 

family were buried in fleep;/ 4 ſounding | 
of 5 and trampling of Horſes were 
: heard at the poſtern · gate of the Abbey; 


a Toud knocking awakened the'drowly 
orter, who received from an officer on 


orfeback orders to deliver a letter — 
lord Harrington immediately. ' 
| lord read it with agitation" 2 
went down, and deſired the officer might 
be admitted. When he entered 1 
«think, fir,” ſaid lord Harrington, 41 


0 have the honour of ſeeing the earl of 
„ Oxford's 
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« Oxford's ſon, colonel Vere.) The 
colonel bowed, and anſwered, 75 You | 
«are, 1 ee, "fir; lord Harrington, ; 
« maſter of Coombe Abbey; and the 

« princeſs Elizabeth is here.” —* Ger- 
« tainly; ſir, 'ſaid his lordſhip ; and 
te this note, which I have had the Ho-— 
« nour of receiving ftom the king; 
merely ſays; that he has ſent you, as 1 

« perfon in whom he places great con- 
_ « fjdehee, with a troop of horſe; and for 
«farther particulars refers me to you. 
4 am, as' you ſee, extremely agitated; 
* but ĩt proceeds from the: anxiety 1 
« feel po my royal maſter's account. 
—⏑ My meffage, returned the colonelꝭ 
« will not be long, but will be un- 
10 pleaſant: : it is this: a plot has been 
a3 providentially diſcovered, i which was 
«to have blown up the parliament by 
e means of gunpowder. The king and 
i 1 * were to have been 
AY cc murdered, 


"4 
Nil. 
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«© murdered, and the princeſs Elizabeth 
en ſet upon the throne.” - And 'who 
<© were: concerned in this diabo 

en, Calham; and Raleigh; but 
the inſtrument in the hands of theſe 

„ men was one G Vaux or Faux. 

1 guch is the outline of the affair; and 

* the king, my lord, ſearing that the 

« country might riſe, at the inftigation 

_ * of thaſa people, and ſeiae the princeſs, 

has ſent me down to protect her, and 

1 to requeſt that I may have ground ſet 

out in your park fer barracks for my 

« horſe; as:tmycorders/ace, to be ag near 

u. the prince ſs as poſſible, to kæspia good 

Sead. and do every thing that you 
« with. me may. think proper for the 
pur Lord. Harrington aflented; 

a eee, was marked 

out fox the! mee, eee e 

gan 1 * bet: Ma Weldon 
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Lady Harrington and the family were 

in extreme agitation the whole day; 

and when her ladyſnhip informed the 
princeſs of the buſineſs, ſhe burſt into a 
flood of tears, and exclaimed; * What! 

« will they murder my father and brother 

«to make me a queen? You know, 

« lady Harrington, that I cannot govern 

« myſelf,” — Tour royal highneſs, 
returned lady Harrington, need: not 
« fear being queen at preſent. Tour 
« father and brother are living; and 

« the diſcoveries which have been made. 
« will, I Ps, FP: reſtore, tran- 
0 e 1 


L « 


| The eee PR the horſe 

were. ſoon completed, and, every thing, 

remained quiet for ſome months, except 

Bridget, who declared that ſhe was 

fnglitened out of her wits, and ſhould. 
never * happy again; no, not if ſhe 
44 © = g lived 


* 
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lived: to be a hundred for ſhe was afraid 


when ſhe went to bed, that ſhe ſhould 


be murdered: before morning. She 


ſereamedt violently at the ſight of a 
draw ſword z and once, at the report 
of un arquebule;* really fainted away. 
She trotted about the houſe all day 


long; forgot Every thing; had bad 


dreams und vowed ſhe ſhook like an 
aſpen-leaf when any of * _ N 


to her. 3090919- 18 Mi 
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Obe. day coming from church, they 
faw a do of p people "embled in 
the park. Lord Harrington went up 


to them, and inquired the reaſon of 


their coming in ſuch crowds. * hey 
told him, that the king and prince were 
both dead and they were come to fee 
and with auten Elizabeth joy on her 


accefiion to the crown. Lord Harring- 


ton alfred them, that the king and 


1 2 7 11 ; ; 2 1 prince 
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prince were both in good health; but 
he would requeſt the princeſs to let 
them ſee her, provided ae conducted 
themſelves properly. They promiſed; 
and lord Harrington went to prepare the 
princeſs, who ſeemed extremely averſe 
to ſpeaking to them, and exclaimed in 
an agony, Oh, my father, my brother! 
they have murdered them, and will 
4 force a bloody crown upon me.“ 
Lord Harrington aſſured her, that it was 
only the country people, who, having 
heard the rumour which had been cir- 
_ culated, wanted to pay their duty ta her; 
be could wiſh her royal higlineſs would 
ſpeak to them; and hinting what he 
thought would be proper upon the oc- 
caſion, ſhe at length conſented. This 
Pr inceſs was not a a. beautiful woman, but 
extremely intereſting She was rather 
tall, her face pale, with a melancholy 
* of cquntenance ; and her age at that 


; dg +F time 
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time about eighteen. Colonel Vere 
dte m out his horſe and pike mien, and 

nformed the people that they muſt be 
filet, for the princeſs would condeſcend 
to ſpeak to them. The priacels; lady 
Harrington, and her daughters, attended 
by lord Harrington and his ſons, came 
to the place appointed. The. Princeſs 

was mounted on . horſeback, that ſhe 
might be ſeen by the people, and lord 
Harrington held her bridle. The family 
stood around ber, the people nent, 
and they were ſurrounded: by the horke. 
The princeſs began, and ſtopped ; then 
recollectiog and ee * aid 
a a Somos. voice: 5 


' 21 * wy Faw my 2.5 is 
chat the report of the death of the king 
er my father;' and the prince my bro- 
ther, ſhould have reached you. What 


* "oo have * told is not true; and | 
nap 15 ' perſuade 
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« perſuade myſelf that I make you happy 
« by affuring you that they are both in 

perfect health. I feel myſelf much 
« flattered by your attending upon me 
«in this manner, and will aſſure my 
« father of the loyalty and good wiſhes 
« of his faithful ſubjects in this part 
« of England, which cannot fail of be- 
> ing en W enen to him.” 18 


When the Prihreſr was tens oe 
Harrington and his ſons ſaid, © Long 
„ve the princeſs Elizabeth |” which 
was echoed and re-echoed by the peo- 
ple... Lord Harrington led her horſe 
to the Abbey, and the crowd followed. 
As ſoon as ſhe entered, barrels of ale and 
proviſions were diſtributed among them; 
but the princeſs. could not be prevailed 
upon to ſhew herſelf at the windows. 
The W N themſelves in eating 

and 
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ond; drinking// re bree cheers, and 
—_— OT e ? gh aſh 


ce Who would pe Wan aid 
the princeſs ſighing, © when the miſ. 
© guided multitude will believe every 
thing they are told, and would pull 
_ © down kingdoms, without thinking 
either of themſelves or others ? Surely 
< the hand of the law and the edge of the 
Rs ht to be ſevere upon them,” 


e When your royal Highneſs, 
4 lady Harrington, “ conſiders, by 
the people mean no hifi, Jam ſure 
0 you will not with them to be oppreſſed 
either by the law or the ſword; they 
4. mean no miſchief, and are loyal and 
good in themfelves; but it is the am- 
i bitious and diſcbntented who endea- 
6 vour to work upon their feelings, and 


40 ho inflame” them by Ling. that if 
bun . things 


q 


— — 


* 
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40 things; were different they might live 
« at their eaſe, By this method they 
« draw-in the unthinking multitude 
« merely as tools for. their diabolical 
«« purpoſes. - At preſent your royal 
« highneſs is held up as a ſecond Eliza- 
et beth; they are told, that they muſt be 
« happier under your government than 
« under any other; and they hold up 
« ſome things that the late queen did in 
« her progreſſes, which were nothing in 
« themſelves, - but very, popular with 


ee the people; for as ſhe made the ge- 


« nius of the . Engliſh nation her partte 
ce cular ſtudy, ſhe endeavoured to flatter 
« their feelings; and when I have heard 
« her tell them that the Engliſh were 
the firſt and braveſt nation in the 
« world, they have ſhouted inceſſantly ; 
« and ſometimes, when her majeſty 
« would ſpeak to a crowd of the loweſt 


| order, ſhe would tell them that ſhe 


« was 
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ce was aſſured there was not one among 
« them but could conquer four Spa- 
ce niards ; and at that moment the weak- 
ce eſt of them would have attempted it, 
e and perhaps, in their enthuſiaſm, would 
< have beaten them. But the French 
« and Spaniards are allowed to be ame} 
ce as brave as ourſelves; 1 cannot fay 
& quite ſo, becauſe I am ſo like the lower 
© orders of my countrymen that J will 
* not believe it poſſible, — allow,” con- 
tinued lady Harrington, that we are a 
e proud nation, from the duke to the 
< beggar; for we have all an inherent 
de courage and conſequence about vs, 
< that I think nothing can get the better 
©« of, It is in our air, our ſoil, our men, 
« qur animals. Such, my princeſs, are 
<c the Engliſh, which character I hope 
« will never be changed fo long as the 
. & world endures, either by falſe Prin- 
ce 8 or falſe poliſh,” — The prin- 


cels 
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ceſs bow-ed Anke” to | her governeſs's 
polls. _ 15 8 3 


d K ; Ar g 
1 0 a 
' #14 $7 * 


Queen Elizabeth's ſeat was a Aebi 


with the princeſs; ſhe frequently fat 


there, and the young Harringtons would 


preſent her with the fineſt flowers. One 


day ſhe ſaid, Lady Harrington, you 
« have' informed me of many things to 
« which I was a ſtranger before. DB 
« not you think that the Engliſh are 
© paſſionately fond of flowers ? for at all 
our court pageants we 'ſhould make 
« but a n figure without the gar- 
lands. Their perfume is ſo grateful, 
the colours ſo bright, and the forms 
« ſo beautiful! then I have obſerved in 


© my rides about London on holidays, 


* that the people conſtantiy had their 


© hands and bofoms filled with wild 


flowers, which they were, I ſuppoſe, 
ay e home to decorate their 
5 * houſes, 
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IS 4: 


« in che Sunzy'; "for ne 7 is hardly a 
ce cottage garden without its roſemary, 


80 ee hs and eee. 


$ 7 


ee Fink been is ery! te, 1 

W lady Harrington; ec there is ſome- 
te thing ſo faſcinating in flowers, that they 
ce are cultivated and admired by all; and 
t we muſt, whatever may be our ſitua- 
« tion in life, be pleaſed with what is 
te beautiful and natural. A handſome 
«perſon. is always admired, and ſome- 
4 times very much to the poſſeſſor's diſ- 
< advantage, becauſe: it makes them 
« vain, We ſee ſome very beautiful 
cc wild flowers, when taken from woods 
« and heaths and planted in our gardens, 
<« languiſn and die, becauſe nature never 
ec jntended them for the ſoil ; and though 
ee the gardener may make them grow by 
© A the native earth. wich-them, 
cc yet 
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« yet they never thrive ſo well as on 
« the brow of the mountain, or ia the 
ce boſom of the wood. We are, ma- 
« dam, certainly deſigned by Provi- 
« dence for reaſonable creatures; and, 
e although a handſome exterior, any 
« more than rank, is not of our own 
« beſtowing, yet the world will pay 
« homage to them. The handſome 
« are flattered becauſe beauty gives plea- 
« ſure to thoſe who behold it; but it is 
« of little uſe to the poſſeſſor. Power 
« ought to be obeyed, and will be when 
the. powerful exerciſe it properly. 
« Crimes muſt be puniſnhed, and virtue 
« rewarded, which can only be done by 
« thoſe to whom power is delegated. 
« Riches, when the poſſeſſors can be per- 
t ſuaded to make a proper uſe of them, 
« are of infinite benefit to the poor and 
66 induſtrious; the rich may, if they 
« pleaſe, make themſelves a bleſſing to 
—— 77 * their 
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& their neighbourhood. Money, every 
x perſon feels, is neceſſary; but, I think, 

cc for the happineſs of private in- 
ce dividual; an * elegant ſufficiency,” is a 
& much more deſirable: bleſſing than a 
te profuſion; for when we ſee the rich fre- 
« quently very miſerable, we cannot help 
= faying with a ſigh, Riches can neither 
cc cure * e nor the nt Wenn 3 


7 
* 75 ; . 145 


cc „ Thank nee 1 * aid 14 prin- 
OY J poſſeſs neither beauty, power, 
ce nor riches; if ever 1 ſhould, lady 
& Harrington, T hope not to forget what 
wy fora OY faid en the n | 


$78 
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Colonel \ Vere paid great attention to 
Miſs Farrington, and looked as if he 
hoped and feared; ' but the lady was 
'too honeſt to coquet it with him, and 
conducted herſelf with an elegant polite- 


neſs as uſual, One evening as ſhe was 
Vriting 


nw D 
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writing in her cloſet, her brother came 
in rather abruptly, and threw himſelf 
into a chair. What is the matter, 
« Robert?” ſaid Miſs Harrington; cc are 
et you fatigued ?” No,“ he re- 
plied; ; © I came to tell you a ſecret; 


es but perhaps you are acquainted with - 


e it,” * Then it certainly is no ſecret 


ec but come, out with this mighty affair.“ 


— Why, I caught colonel Vere laſt 
cc night ſtrolling in the woods by moons 


light, and I do believe that he is in 
© love with you, — with you, Elizabeth.“ 


* With me? no ſuch thing, I can 


te aſſure you; he has never ſaid a word 


« about it; and, therefore, what reaſon 


can I have to think ſo?” —< Words,” 
replied Robert, © are not always the 
cc ſureſt indications of a love- ſick ſwain ; 


ce a man may be in love, yet unable to 
ce ſpeak, — © Now I have found you 
0 r replied Miſs Harrington; «© upon 

1 45 my 
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& my word you are over head and ears; ; 

firſt, you wander to the woods and 
0 Jiſten to the nighringales, much more 

ce than colonel Vere; figh ready to 
«break your heart; nay, very frequently 
«talk to yourſelf; and then you pay 
ir ſuch particular attention to lady Liſle, 
ec that I really believe you are enamoured 
ef her. I wiſh you joy, for ſhe is a fine- 
« Jooking woman, though an old one; 
e and ſhe will be no more than an old 
_ &© woman twenty years hence.” —< No,” 
| 2 Robert; but I am in love with a 

« part of her..“ Her eyesare remark- 
« ably brilliant; I never in my life ſaw a 
« woman with ſuch a pair of eyes at fifty- 
« five. 4 Nonſenſe !” he exclaimed. 
« No, no; it is—it is her daughter that 
«< am in love with; Miſs Liſle has my 
* heart ; and if ſhe will not give me hers 
« in exchange, I know not how to get 
re mine back again. „ Poor Robert 
ce ſhall 


-_ 


MAID OF HONOUR 197 


cc ſhall I inform my father or my mo- 
ther? — « No, my dear Elizabeth; 


« let me entreat you to keep it * 


« My father has once or twice men- 


« tioned going to London in a few 
&« weeks; and I therefore defer it till 1 


« accompany him thither.— Be ſecret, 
* dear Elizabeth, and adieu.“ 


A review of the FEE one day 
brought all the gentry and every other 
perſon in the neighbourhood into the 
park; the princeſs, of courſe, was the 
principal figure upon this occaſion; and 
the Harrington family attended her. 
When the buſineſs was over, the prin· 


ceſs complimented the colonel upon the 
dexterity and good diſcipline of his 


regiment, and ſaid, Colonel Vere, I 


h obſerved a man, who ſeemed higher 
ee than a common ſoldier, yet not ſo 


60 high as a ſubaltern, a remarkably well- 
"7 « looking 
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« looking | man, with blue ribbands tied 
upon his left arm.“ That man, 
9 madam,” replied the colonel, ce js a 
Ge: ©ſerjeant, a very good ſoldier, and of 
4 courſe a favourite of mine. * 
« what means that ribband? Is it 
« badge of diſtinction from 10 7.— 
« No, madam,' returned the colonel, 
« that is a mark of favour from ſome 
« fair damſel.“ * Progr ſoiled. 
. At the hour . retirement the ſiſters 
vere talking of the review; and the 
allant ſerjeant became the topic of 
heir converſation. « He is in love, 
« my lady,” ſaid Bridget. WI The fa- 
« -vour was from Jenny Hawthorn, I 
i ſuppoſe,” . No,“ replied Bridget, 
with her face. like crimſon ; © he looks 
ce higher.” '—< You are the fair damſel, 4 


fa id Miſs Harrington ; your counte- 


67 * nance betrays you,” —. If you think I 
+ | „„ n 


=. 
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« am wrong, my deir ladies 

« Nor at all, Bridger,” replied Matilda; 
6 and the ſerjeant muſt be a remark- 
ce ably clever man ſo ſoon to change 
te your opinion, when you had ſuch 
© horrors concerning the ſoldiers, which 


« you muſt now be ſenſible were un- 
ce founded. W 


While the troops were quartered ir in 
the park John Harrington was in his 
element. He loved the. parade of the 
tented field; he delighted in the neigh- 
ing ſteed, and all the pomp and circum- 
ſtance of war; he was indefatigable in 
the duty of a ſoldier, but careleſs and 
unthinking in every other reſpect. He 
was wrapped up in military atchieve- 


ments, and converſed and thought of 


ſcarcely any thing elſe; he wiſhed to 
combat dangers, and would have ruſhed 
headlong into fire or water, with 
as little concern as he would have 
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thrown himſelf down to ſleep; fear and 
danger were words for which he had no 
| meaning or uſe; they were baniſhed his 
memory ; he only regretted that he had 
not lived in the laſt century, or in the 
gallant reign of Elizabeth; was per- 
petually reading of that melancholy 
period of our hiſtory which deſcribes 
the wars of York and Lancaſter ; envied 
the great Warwick, and the other herocs 
of thoſe times; but could never peruſe 
the ſtory of the fall of Margaret's gal- 
lant ſon, or the death of young mat 
without an ena tear. 


85 1851 H . 105 the extreme 
raſnneſs of his ſon with great concern, 
and wiſhed to moderate it. He repre- 
ſented to him, that ferocity and true 
valour were diſtin& things; an officer, 
he ſaid, ſhould certainly lead his men 

gallantly to an attack, and encourage 
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them as much as poſſible. by his exam- 
ple ; but to facrifice their lives and his 
own by ill-timed raſhneſs was ſhocking. 
He ought to be cool and conſiderate, 
and underſtand the ground he was upon, 
as well as that on all ſides of him; raſh- 
neſs was always an -advantage to the 
enemy; « and, my ſon,” he added with 


a ſigh, © I now tell you, what I hope | 
« will not happen during my life or 


«yours : but I ſee with the greateſt con- 
« cern, that there i is at preſent a ſer of 
40 reſtleſs ſpirits in this happy iſland, 
cc that want they know not what ; they 
«© ſeem to wiſh for innovation, which is 
te always extremely dangerous; but when 
« I am gone, my ſon, be true to your 
© king, and you will of courſe be true 


© to your country and yourſelf, Re- 


te ſpect its civil juriſdiction, and under 
every circumſtance obey it. I have 
" * ſeen and read the hiſtory of many 
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et cotimtries, and have found, for the 
er © good of the ſubject, none equal to 
e our own. Therefore, reverence its 
las and obey them.” John bowed 
and promiſed to follow his advice. 


My lord walked out, ruminating upon 
what he had faid to his ſon, and met 
colonet Vere, whom he' knew to be a 
good ſoldier in every reſpect. He 
opened his heart to him, and expreſſed a 
thouſand fears on account of his youngeſt 
fon. The colonel heard all with wou- 
derful patience ; and when my lord ſtop- 
ed, he ſaid, :. Ido not think your lordſhip 
« ought to be at all alarmed at the con- 
« duct of the cornet. He ſeems to me 
| © to be exactly the thing I could wiſh a 
'« youth to be in his ſituation. As to 
& raſhneſs, I dare ſay that in hunting he 
40 would ruſh through a pond rather than 
 roun it; but be aſſured, military 
N ; « diſcipline 
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ec diſcipline \ will keep him in order; he 
te has: a glorious ſpirit, and will be an 
« hofiour to his country. Let him feel 
ce his ſituation, I mean let him be a pro- 
ct « per time learning to obe y as a ſubal- 
« tern; then let him remain as captain 
«-rwo' years before you wiſh'hity higher; 
«© but ſhould he perform any ſervice to 
te merit the applauſe of his country, or 
« the rewards of his ſovereign, in that 
« caſe never wiſh to keep him back. 
ec Recollect, my Jord, what you were at 
« his age.” — © I was much more in- 
ee clined to the cabinet,“ replied my 
lord; *I did not like that extreme 
« buſtle which muſt inevitably attend a' 
© military life; but the threatenings of 
the Spaniards made me a ſoldier. I 
« was 4 captain under lord Hunfd6n, 
« who had the immediate guard of her 
« majeſty's perſon ; and from my fenfa- 
4e tions then, and even now that feel 
20 e f K 6 cc my 


es THE WITCH, AND THE | 


JW 


« my. arms enervated by time, I would 
« do my beſt to ſerve my ſovereign and 

te guard my own rights, which is the 
a ſame thing. But war, my. good fir, 
«© always fills me with -- melancholy ; 
«-for, we are on both ſides deſtroying 
tc the human ſpecies ; we are taking 
« children from their aged parents; 
it tearing huſbands from their families, 
« and laying whole countries waſte, by 
« a ſcience which one would * was 


6. . by * devil * 
© = rk lordſhip 8 1 are 


cc « certainly true,” ee the colonel; 
10 but all the inhabitants of creation 
« deſtroy each other. Animals. of the 
'« ſame ſpecies ſeem to have a rooted 
ce hatred ; you may. ſee it in the loweſt 
« order of beings... Yeſterday. I obſerv- 
ac ed an unfortunate ſtranger hen who had 
: « got into your poul ry-yard ; it vas 

Cy» 9 es not 
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et not feeding- time, and yet the whole 
« family were in an uproar; the hen 
| 6 defended herſelf well, but would moſt 

« certainly have been killed if one of the 
« domeſtics had not reſcued her.“ 
« But, my dear colonel, Vere, that was 
perfectly juſtifiable ;z, the hen was an 
« intruder, | and mine conſidered her as 
coming to take poſſeſſion of their do- 
« mains, in which caſe they were cer- 
.% tainly ö right. It is the: law of nature 5 
e the rooks, the bees, &c. have a cer- 
te tain knowledge, inſtinct, or whatever 
«you pleaſe to call it, of property. 
« What I diſlike is, when nations war for 
40 a little barren territory, which cannot 
be of any nee * to * of 
* n 0 f 

. Yet wie my lord, taken in another 
« light,” replied the colonel, © is uſeful; 


« takes off the idle, the profligate, and 
8 6 the 
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the petty thief. Thoſe may all make 
« good ſoldiers'; proper diſcipline” will 
et make men think who never thought 
ce before ;| they may become good oP! 
e uſeful members of ſociety and as your 
«lordſhip knows that wars have been 
«exerciſed between nations ever ſince 
ec the beginning of time, I almeſt think 
te jt a preſumption not to ſuppoſe it 
ba neceſſary. — * It may be ſo, fir,” 
replied my lord, « for-I cannot _ 
: N 1 10 at it 1 is not.” 8 


1 Mr; Decks; by POOR RI pri "ROY 
became a great favourite; but he was not 
yet a biſhop, to the utter aſtoniſhment 
of his wife and daughters. They could 
not think the reaſon of it; he that Was 
tagging from morning till night to and 
fro, from the parſonage to. the Abbey, 
and from the Abbey to the parſonage, 
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on the earth but a ſcarf and a ſhabby 

penſion, What could be the. reaſon 
they could not divine ; but to be ſure it 
was, one way or other, the moſt unac- 
countable thing that ever happened, | 
to have their father chaplain | to her 
royal highneſs, who moſt. likely would 
one time or other be queen ; for they had 
heard a hundred times, that prince 
Charles had but a ſickly conſtitution; 1 
and the people were ſo very fond of her 
royal. highneſs, becauſe her name was 
Elizabeth, that they ſhould not wonder 
if her royal highneſs was made queen 
even againſt her royal highneſs's 0 own 
conſent. 1 5 


However, theſe * gentle women 
were not quite in the ſecret; for the 
princeſs had deſired lord Harrington to 
hint to Mr. Butler, that if any prefer- 8 
ment ſhould fall, which was agreeable 


to 
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to him, he ſhould fay fo, as ſhe wiſhed 
that fo good ; a man ſhould be better 
| Known in the world, and he ſhould have 

her good wiſhes and recommendation 
to the king. Lord Harrington acquaint- 
ed Mr. Butler with this gracious meſſage, 
Which he received with extreme grati- 

tude, but faid that he was too old and 
unambirious ; that he found himſelf over- 
rated by her royal highneſs's goodneſs; 
that the honour of being her chaplain 
at the Abbey was the utmoſt of his 
wiſhes ; he was happy in the ſituation 
wherein Providence had placed him; 
and having always lived above want, and 
below envy, he wiſhed to die fo, though 
at the ſame time he was extremely ſenſi- 
ble of her goodneſs towards him, The 
: princeſs was at firſt ſurpriſed, bur could 
not help feeling the propriety of the an- 
ſwer; and to confer ſome perſonal fa- 


| your ys TL will 89 next Thurſday to 
« the 
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« the parſonage, eat ſome of Mr. But- 
« ler "Ws and bring back a _ 
© gay.” | 


The report of this ſoon reathed3he 
parſonage; and the family, from the 
moment of its arrival, till the important 
Thurſday, were all in a buſtle. Such 
decking out of the windows and chimney 
pieces, and pulling out cuſhions worked 
by their grandmother, which had not 
ſeen the light for twenty years! Mrs. 
Butler was reſolved to array herſelf in 
the identical gown ſhe was married in, 
and to put on a very handſome thumb- 
ring. She declared the gown had never 
been worn but twice; its colour was a 
beautiful dark green, and it was made of 
true Genoa velvet. The thumb- ring 
formerly belonged to Mr. Butler's father, 
2 ſober thriving citizen, and it fitted 


wonderfully vell, having undergone a 
winding 


* 
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winding within, which ſervice was dex- 
_ terouſly performed toy” her e 
daughter. 


4 At leng! th the day clo. and the 
pe . by the family, walked 
o the _parſonage., Mrs. Butler, who 
| narrowly watched the approach, of her 
royal gueſt 1 rom the garret window op- 
polite the road, being determined to 
have the honour of "opening. the. wicket- 
gate of the little court t Which led to the 
Parſonage, that Mr. Butler migbt not 
Thatch. it from her, kept her, eyes fix- 
ed upon the road, being ſure, the prin- 
_ ceſs would \ come ik all her attendants 
on horſeback, as ſhe ſometimes went to 
the nobility i in the neighbourhood. As 
the princeſs, however, took a ſhady walk 
through the park, of courſe Mrs. Butler 
did not ſee her coming down the road; 
but hearing a little buſtle in the fore 
court, The faw with infinite regret Mr. 
8 Butler 
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Butler with the gate in his hand, and the 
princeſs entering. She got into the 
parlour when whey had been in it about 
two minutes, and the princeſs was ſaying, 
« What a pretty little place, Mr. Butler! 
« ] do not wonder that you are ſo fond 
« of it, it is ſo neat and ſo peaceful,” — — 
« May it pleaſe your royal e 
he returned, * have lived many years 
« here very happily.” —< Now ſhew me 
« your garden,” ſaid the princeſs; 
«and tell me which is your favourite 
joe part of it.“ He attended her to a 
bower, compoſed of eight elms planted 
in a circle, with honey-ſuckles winding 
round them, and ſweet-briar growing as 
a hedge within. In the middle ſtood a, 
table, with one leg let into the earth, of 
no. very elegant faſhion, and a circular 
wooden bench within the ſweet briar. 


« I am not ſurpriſed, Mr. Butler,” 


2 ys Princeſs, * that this is your fa- 
ce yourite 
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5 <-yourite retreat,” ¶ Iitting down at the 
ume time upon the bench, ] “ for it is very 
4 delightful.” — I ſpend my mornings 
There, madam,” he replied, ce when the 
«weather is fine, in reading, writing, 
e and meditating, the only things I am 
& good for.” — © That,” obſerved the 
princeſs, «is ſaying a great deal for 
« yourſelf; for the greater part of the 
world cannot or will not do half ſo 
0 much. But did not you promiſe me 
* ſome fruit? I ſhould like to have it 
© here.“ Bring the fruit, my dears,” 
faid Mr. Butler to his daughters ; © and 
& the flowers we collected this morning,” 
They wee r and ban them! into 
175 N 


0 
* 
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=. 5 0 Pear me!” ſaid Mrs. Butler to ber 
huſband i ina whiſper, while the princeſs 
was eating the fruit and converſing with 


lord and * Harrington, ; « dear me 


"op won't 
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« won't the princeſs have my worked 
« cuſhions to ſit upon? Shall I fetch 
« them out of the parlour? . No, 
« my dear, the princeſs. prefers fitting 
« here without them.“ “ Oh,” ſaid 
ſhe in an agony, I am quite aſham- 
«ed ; this place is in ſuch a piekle, and 
« hardly fit for any Chriſtian ſoul to come 
te into, much leſs her royal highneſs. 
10 What a thing it is for ſuch a perſon to 
« fit in ſuch a place! The princeſs 
« prefers it, my dear,” returned Mr. 
Butler. “ What does that ſignify?? 
ſaid his wife z I am half mad about it, 
« and ſhall be quite ſo in five minutes. 
« What ſhall I ſay to my neighbours ? 
&© They will think, nay, they muſt think 
_ © that my cuſhions were difdained by her 
royal highneſs. — © Then tell them, 
« my dear, that the princeſs | was in rap- 
© tures with this bower,” faid Mr. 
Butler. I would not tell a lie to fave 
0 « my life ; 1 am ſure her royal highneſs 

ce is 
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te is in no raptures at all; for ſhe is a; 
ce ſtill as a mouſe, and looks as careleſß 
& us any thing.” —* The princeſs i; 
«enjoying herſelf - in her own way,” 
ſaid Mr. Butler; therefore, my dear, 
* if you ever wiſh to ſee me a oy 
ul e hot RY Re wg: PF 


SY flenced the IFN woman imme- 
diately ; but it did not prevent ſome 
bitter reflections entering her imagina- 
tion, as to the diſgrace her embroidered 
cuſhions. had met with, in having an old 
wooden bench preferred to them. 


The princeſs commended the fruit 
3 admired the flowers, the latter of 
which ſhe put into her boſom ; then 
aroſe, walked round once or twice, and 
took her leave. Mrs. Butler had now 
the honour of opening the wicket-gate 


for her royal. highneſs, and received a 
-  * gracious 


3 
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gracious ſmile. The party walked bind 
at well-fatisfied>to the Abbey. rl 
* 20" - bi ni da K. SEO 4. 
et Well,”: faid Mrs.. me, Ake 
« « body had told me, that a princeſs was 
to come into my houſe in ſuch a way; 
« [ could not have believed it; I ſhould 
ec have been ſo angry, that I ſhould have 
« been ready to have torn. them in 
« pieces. Why, ſhe never went into 
* the beſt room at all; ſaw nothing of 
© my nice brown boards, that are con- 
es ſtantly rubbed. till they ſhine like a 
« looking-glaſs, and which for years and 
« years I have taken ſuch pains about. 
« © Nay, 18 don't know [ ſpeaking to her 
. © daughters] that there has been a ſoil 
« upon them theſe ten years. And as 
ä & to you, my dear, you will never be a 
* biſhop, Jam ſure; for inſtead of ſay- 
ing that you were contented, and all 
o that. nonſenſe, you ſhould have faid, 
| : | ho that 


w THI 1 
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«that you were quite. miſerable, ould 
.< have abuſed. the -hauſe, and called it 
ee the ſhabbieſt place in the world; 
which would have given her royal 
« highneſs ſome hints of the matter, l 
ce warrant ſhe would have underſtood 
ec you well enough; but . will ne ver 
hn © e 
ien 09 

41 W. Intould in ef der- Gal 
"Me Butler; “I live happily, I have a 
«© good income while I do live, and when 
e die can leave you and our daughters 
tc an eaſy competence, - Could you ſec 
44 into the world, you would, I am ſure, 
« be perfectly fatisfied,” (No, 
ſaid ſhe, « I can never be ſatisfied when 
ce people don't make the moſt of their 


} 


o good luck. Why, her royal highneſs 


ec coming here was a chance in ten 


t thouſand, and ſee how you have let 


20 f it flip through * fingers. Oy 
A dear 


o _ 
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« dear wife, {aid Mr. Butler, & conſider 
te how: many years we have lived hap- 


« pily together in this place; our lot has 


ce been extremely fortunate; we have 


ce not been toſſed about the world as 


« many others are; let us not wrangle, 
« therefore; you know that peace is 


ce what J prefer to every thing; and you | 


tc alſo know, that I would, to pleaſe you, 


give up any thing but my happineſs. 
« Reſt aſſured, that I am not fit to be a 


« biſhop, nor you a biſhop's wife. We 


c are reſpected in our preſent ſituations, 


ec and do not let us entertain a wiſh to 
bc become. NI out old ps 

t. Well, . 4 prey Mrs. Mink, 
rolling up her beſt gloves, « I muſt go 
ce and take off this gown, and-bruſh and 
ce fold ĩt nicely. I will take care of my 
te affairs, whatever other — may do 
with theirs,” 


wh 
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hain Line wrote to lady n 
to ſay; that ſhe had made every inquiry 
in her power concerning her friend, but 
without effect; that ſhe had ſeen Mr. 
Devereux, who returned his thanks for 
her care of the property, but that he 
could hear nothing of Matilda Deve- 
reux; and, as that was the caſe, he 
b-gged that the eſtate and money might 
remain in the hands of ſo 10 5 e act 
as * nee 1 ä 


The Ron on ber return to the 
Abbey, expreſſed ſo much ſatisfaction at 
the viſit to Mr. Butler, that for ſome 

time ſhe continued the ſubject. How 

<« happy muſt thoſe good people be !” 
ſaid the princeſs; how free from the 

4 ſtorms of life! Every violent blaſt 
e which agitates the great, blows too 

-« hich to affect them. Happy, happy 

Din retirement and competence, they 
« glide 


2 1 „ MOOD cho 
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« glide ſmoothly through the world, 


te and in a good old age will ſink peace- 
« ably into the grave; their memories 
« loved by their friends, and: e 
6 "On their neighbours!” © | 


"x 


4 Few men ew lived better tit 
« than Mr. Butler,” ſaid lady Harring- 
ton; and no man has deſerved it more. 
« His meekneſs, cheerfulneſs, good 
« ſenſe,. and above all his religion and 
c charity, have marked him as a bleſſing, 


e confined indeed to a little ſpot; but 


« every individual within his reach has 
© been benefited either by his precept 
dor example. I aſſure your royal 
ee highnefs that 1 ſpeak from my own 
7 feelings and knowledge; his religion 
« is ſincere and cheerful ; his charity be- 


a ſtowed' with the greateſt poſſible ad- 


10 vantage to the receiver; nay, I can 
give you, madam, other proofs of his 
1 2 character: 


* 


220 THB WITCH, AND: THE 


. cc character: he was ever indulgent to 
«-the. fallies of youth and i ngaperience, 
tg and can bear the tireſome prattle of 
© weak uhinformed people without 
cc  ſhewing any impatience. His tem- 


cc per is ſo good, that he is never agitated 


by ithie little inevitable evils of life, 
but bears them with a ſobriety and 

e patienct that charms me. To ſum 
ct up his character in the words of our 
* great dramatic poet, Take him for 
« all in all, we ne er * e his 
« like again.“ . 


M 


MOTT Rake ſaid i tho prince 


et that he will not move in a higher 


1 « ſphere for. the benefit of -mankind, 


« His example might do much good; 
25 yet, at the ſame time, I muſt acknow- 
<« gedge, that he has ſhewn his judgment 


* a A Ente in een eaſe and 
155 © retirement, 


> £964 
. 
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« retirement, at his time of wary to the 


. buſtle af ghe world; e EE 


421 . 


"The. next gays. as. the yang, ladies 
were at their toilet, Mrs, Bridget ſeemed 


extremely Jow, in ' ſpirits. 6 What is 


« the. matter 2 ſaid Miſs Harrington, 
cc Are you not well? You ſeem. not to 
be ſo cheerful "as "uſual, . There 
« jg cauſe enough for that, good young 
cc lady. Who could haye thought ſuch 
« changes and chances could happen in 
the world! then the deceitfulneſs of 
e ſome folks! I am ſure, what with 
« their ſwearing, and what with their 
ec lying, one would think that the Old 
“ One himſelf had got faſt hold on the 
« ] am ſure my heart aches wher 5 1 
« think on't.— «© What is all this 
about, Bridget? You talk as if you 
« were mad. * So I am almoſt cra- 
" 275 fit for nothing in this world 
= 3 „ 
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« Bur to be = couſin Betty, and wander 
* zbout the country, all betrappered 
« with flowers and willow-garlands.” — 
. Speak out, erde 172 Harrington; 
1 is the ſerjeant ——"—* The ſerjeant 
© js à devil in carnition !” ſaid: Bridget. | 
ae Laft—yes, laſt Monday, he got | ſome- 


z « thing great as to money; it was, I 


ec © think, a quarter-of- -a-maſter”s place; a 
very fine thing. which brings i in plenty 
& of money; ; what « could poſſeſs the man 
1 can't think; but this bleſſed morning 
« Was he married to Bet Haythorn, a 
li tallow- faced minx, who i is little better 
60 than 15 couple of deal boards clapped 
« together. Oh that ever I was born!” 
A flood of tears came very ſeaſonably to 


the waiting-gentlewoman's relief, or the 


complaint might have been as long as 
ever was uttered by forſaken damſel | in 


— — » 


*. a 


Sx 4650 
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Take courage, Bridget,” ſaid Miſs 


Harrington; © take! courage, and do 
« not. expoſe yourſelf in this manner. 
Jou will be the jeſt of the whole 
7 family 5 you will furniſh them with 
0 laughter for the whole winter; I ſhould 


10 be glad to ſee you carry it off with a 
ce high hand; that would ſhow your 


10 ſpirit, and give me pleaſure.— Ic 
.. 35 very. well, my dear young lady,” 


returned Bridget, for thoſe to laugh 


« who win; but a-fegs the loſer gene- 
10 rally laughs on the wrong ſide of the 
© mouth.” I am ſurpriſed,” faid 
Matilda, that this fellow did not take 
a fancy to Jenny Hawthorn, who is a 
« very pretty girl,” —< No, no, young 
10 lady, ſhe would not ſo much as look 
5 at him; that farthing· candle Bet has 


« got forty good marks left her by her 


« grandmother ; z. and that was the bait 
« ' which | ught this gudgeon, Joy go 
L 4 4 wich 
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80. with them, ſay I; I warrant ſhe will 
* cut a pretty figure on the top of a 
te baggage. waggon in a froſty, morning, 
with her noſe-nipped: with the cold, 
ce till it is the colour of the long purple 
«flower: that grows in the meadow; 
cc and ſhould they be ſent beyond ſea to 
e fight the blacks, there would be a 
40 N e Er for por a 


FN be 1 — Bridget, 
ad lis Harrington. Come, I am 
* going to 100k over my wardrobe; 
* perhaps I may find ſomething that! 
4 do not want.“ e God bleſs you, my 
e dear good lady! and if 1 don't pluck 
< vp. « ſpirit, and wear thar'hice gown 
e with an air that ſhall tell thent I defy 
«them all! and then, let them ſhigger 
«and ſneer Juſt as much as they like, 
. Bridget will carry it off in defiance, 


ice or die for it. — de Here is a goun- 
mo * ſaid 


* 
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id Miſs Harrington, © which you. ſhall, 
& have.''—* Ic will become you of all 
« things, ſaid Matilda, * and will ſuit 
your complexion exactly. — t Now,” 
ſaid Bridget, ] am a match for them; 
* and no more moving ſtories ſhall he 

« tell me; how a great lady died for 
« love of him, and ſo broke her heart, 
ee poor ſoul! becauſe her relations were 
« cruel, and ſuch like. Theſe things 
ce has he ſaid many and many a time in 
(0 the buttery ; but he ſhall never do it 
again, I can aſſure him: and away 
ſhe trotted with her gown, under her 


2 1 Che el grew extremely attached . 
to the Harringtons, and her days had 
paſſed quietly and pleaſantly at the Ab- 
bey. — One morning a courier arrived 
with letters from the king to her royal 
Yea and lord Harrington, deſiring : 
L 5 _." We 
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ncefs to come to town, and lord 
eee wich his family to attend 
her. His tordſhip's letter gave him to 
underſtand, that the Prince Palatine was 
arrived from the continent, and wrthed to 
marry the princeſs; to which the king 
had no objection, but would not have it 
mentioned to her till they had ſeen each 
other. The princeſs regretted leaving 
the Abbey, but was prepared to meet 
the king with cheerfulnefs.. The young 
Harringtons were in raptures ; they 


thought and converſec of nothing elſe. 


Ekzabeth and Matilda wanted to fee the 
World, particularly the court, though 
hdy Harrington had frequently told 
them, chat it was not what it had been 
jo the glorious veign of her royal miſ- 
trefs; that every thing was flat and un- 


1 intereſting, compared to the magnificent 


court of Elizabeth. It was ſufficient 
= — had * ſen it; and they 
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like moſt young people, had a great 
deal of curioſity, which mere Ins 
can never e 


1 was as happy as lovers were 
permitted to be in thoſe days, encom- 
paſſed by hopes and fears, and ready to 
hy down his life at the feet of his 
divinity, John, i in colonel Vere's regi- 
ment, was to ha ve the honour of being 
one of her royal highne iss eſcort to 
London, and was thinking of the plea- 
ſure he ſhould, feel on entering town, 
having, while with his facher, envied a 
troope i horſe that he faw prancing along 
the ſtreets, when he heard the admiration 
of the multitude upon the occalion. Oh, 
thought he, had I but a troop, how well 
my men and horſes ſhouid be diſciplined, 
how fmart their regimentals and ac- 
coutrements ſhould be, and what plea- 
fare I ſhould enjoy in having chem the 
kult! in che kingdom | | 
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Every dne flatters - himſelf with» the 
eee what he wiſnes; and hope 
was certainly implanted in the human 
heart to ſuſtain us through all the trying 
viciſſitudes of life. — John Harrington 
certainly looked forward to a truncheon; 
he did right; and J could wiſh all my 
Warlike countrymen would do the ſame. 
An admiral's flag or a truncheon are fine 
things. My mercantile friends look to 
an alderman's gown, a full purſe, and a 

ſnug villa; my country neighbours, to 


being reſpectable magiſtrates, experi- 


5 mental farmers, and the guardians of the 
Poor; : and you, my honeſt friends, 
who plow the field, or work at the 
loom, to a nice little ſnug farm or 
Thop:: be therefore indy ſtrious and 
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2 But to you whom birth and fe tune 
r placed in a higher n in this 
happy 


Y 3 47 | 0 4 
7 | 


happy iſland, it is to you that we look 
up to ſupport. the laws of our country, 
10 cheriſh its conſtitution, to preſerve 
its inte reſts and its liberties, and to hand 


them down pure and unſullied to your 


ſons; to foſter genius, in whatever form 


it appears, and to ſtudy, protect, and 
encourage the liberal arts. 


by The cavalcade travelled ſlowly towards 


London, and in a few days reached it. 


The princeſs was eager to embrace the 
king and prince Charles. They thought 
her much improved, and the prince ſaid 
a great many agreeable things to lady 
Harrington upon the decaſion. Lady 
Harrington had done her duty in every 
reſpeck, and therefore the e 
paid by the prince were grateful. 

pains ſhe had taken were amply iy 
and ſhe felt herſelf . relieved from a 
great care on that account. She in- 
ew _ quired 


* 
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quired for her friend Matilda, but could 
hear nothing; this ſned a damp upon 
her feelings, for ſhe foreboded that her 
friend was no more; ſhe was fearful of 
it, and perſuaded herſelf it was ſo.—She 
wiſned to ſee Mr. Devereux; but the 
real fact was, ſhe — aan nen « 
her early life with her. 0 


The days of OY are ſo pure and 
Bangla; when paſſed in the country, that 
reflection upon them can never fail to 
give pleafure. The walk in Spring, 
when Nature begins to give promiſe of 
bloſſoms, the ſpringing. corn and graſs, 
the finging of the larks above our heads, 
the ſimple twittering-of the hedge-ſpar- 
row in the buſhes,” and: the fluttering of 
the butterflies in the green lanes, muſt 
give to an unſophiſtieated mind thoſe 
kinds of emotions and ſenſations which 
are much eaſler felt than deſeri bed. 155 
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But our family had nothing to do with 
theſe pleaſures at preſent. The elector 
was preſented to the princeſs; the con- 
ſequence was, that the princeſs liked 
the elector, and the elector fell point 
blank in love with the princeſs. No- 
thing farther was to be done but to marry 
them in the moſt magnificent” manner 
poſſible; and the wedding was to be 
graced with all thofe ſhows which were 
the taſte of the times; jouſts and tourna - 
ments were to be held with great pomp 
in the morning, and the evening was to 
2 with OY and my _ 
The lifts were fet, and all the ladies 
of any faſhion affembled, when the 
knights with their beavers down ap- 
peared at the barrier. The trumpets 
ſounded, and prince Charles and the 
eledtor came forward; the prince upon 
a — black . and the elector 


1 
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upon a eream - coloured courſer, with a 
white mane and tail. The motto of 
the prince was, I wiſh for victory, and 
that of the elector, Love and honour ſup- 
Port ne. They contended ſome. time; 
at length the prince's horſe made a falſe 
ſtep, and the noble rider was thrown to 
the ground; the elector was declared 
victor, and received from the fair hand 
of the princeſs, with a ſuitable compli- 
ment, a beautiful embroidered ſcarf of 
her own working. Othen gallant knights 
ſignalized themſelyes by their proweſs 
and dexterity, and the maſque and ball 
concluded the evening. 


The next * wa 8 "FATE 1 
entered the lifts, with Love, lt thy 
votary; and was oppoſed by fir Henry 
Wingfield, with / profeſs not till I con- 
quer: the latter was victorious, and 
received from the princeſs a fan of 
| 802 5 feathers 
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feathers to preſent to the miſtreſs of his 
heart. He knelt gracefully, and gave 
it to Matilda Harrington. Colonel 
Vere then approached, with Soldier, con- 
tend for the faireſt; and was met by Sir | 
Charles Glen bam, wich Beauty, challenges 
the field: the prize, was won by. the 
former, who received a diamond heart 
ſet round with rubies, which he pre- 
ſented to Miſs Harrington. Then rode 
in two knights without mottos, - wha 

ſuſtained a long conteſt ;. at length Vice 
tory .declared in favour of the Knight 
upon the white ſteed, who proyed to 
be Robert Harrington, and the unfor- 
tunate opponent was Sir Charles Glen, 
ham. Robert haſtened to preſent his 
prize, which was a weeping cupid, ta 
Miſs. Liſle; but, ſomehow or other, 
both the giver and receiver behtated ſo 
much in their ſpeeches, that thoſe about 
n could never find out their mean- 
ing. 


1 4 
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ing. At laft John Harrington appeared, 
wich Forward in obtaining glory; and 
was oppoſed by a young ſoldier, fir 
Robert Rich, with Congueſt or death ; 

and after a long conteſt, in which the 
combatants received great applauſe for 
their ſcientific knowledge of the profeſ- 
 fion, John Harrington unhorſed his an- 
tagoniſt, and received from the princeſs 
a golden eupid, ſhooting! his arrows 
Blindfold. — He ſtood like a ſtatue, for 
ſome time, not Knowing what to do 
with the prize; at laſt he preſented it 
it to an old general's wife who happened 
to be near him. This ſaved him trou- 
ble, and he really was at that time un- 
prepared to ſelect one who was young 
and beautiful, and was well pleaſed when 
the old Hdy promptly ſaid, As glory 
«ig your miſtreſs, ſir 9 J accept 
2 as Jour? friend. 8 
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For ſome weeks the young Harring- 
tons were as happy as poſſible; but the 
electreſs was going to leave the king- 
dom, and lord and lady Harrington 
wiſhed themſelves at Coombe Abbey. 


| Robert had received ſome favourable 
glances from Miſs Lifle ; and colonel 


Vere did every thing to obtain the hke 
from Miſs Harrington. Sir Henry 
Wingfield was dying for love of Ma- 
tilda; lady Naunton, the old general's 

wife, patronized John, telling him, that 
the compliment he paid her was what 
ſhe did not expect, as it had not hap- 
pened for thirty years; and the general 
was ſo well pleaſed with his nn 
and motto, that he wiſhed to do every 
thing in his power to put him in a way 
of obtaining glory; for which purpoſe 
he preſented him with a commiſſion of 
captain of horſe which the king had 


_ — to beſtow upon him. John 
HF 
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Harrington, who had been laughed at, 
and received vollies of wit from his 
companions, thought himſelf extremely 
well off; he obtained the honour of 
kiſning the lady's hand, and was allowed 
| * r en Mr ae 
MORT 1277 1 

”» 5 length the ys aries: fob return- 
ing to. the Abbey: and our family de- 
parted with various emotions and vari- 
dus reflections; for it is certain, when 
people are in a crowd they may act, but 
It is ſeldom that they give much way to 
reflection; in riding from London to 
Coventry, however, they had ſufficient 
leiſure for the latter. When lady Har- 
fington drew near the Abbey ſhe re- 
Joiced extremely; now ſhe' hoped to 
find repoſe and happineſs. for the reſt of 
her days. Ob, ſhe: ſaid, © that my 
« dear Matilda could but appear, to 
* witneſs the . joy I feel! my 
al e eldeſt 


« eldeſt ſon and my daughters are likely 
« to be ſettled agreeably to their inclina- 
« tions, and my youngeſt ſon to be pro- 
te moted in the profeſſion of his choice, 
ec Every thing that regards my family 
te wears a promiſing aſpect; and we 
te ought ſurely to be thankful to Divine 
« Providence for 'thus ſhowering down 


« its bleſſings, upon bs!” — In this frame 
of mind ſhe entered the Abbey, _ 


Lord 3 had ſufficient inte- 
reſt to get his ſon's troop quartered at 
Coventry, as it was the greateſt pleaſure 
of his life to have his family about him; 
and captain John Harrington arrived 
with his ſoldiers a few days after the fa- 
mily reached the Abbey. 


"My lord was a malls once more being 
able to attend his favourite avocations, 


and began to make inquiry into the ſtate 
of 
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of affairs, by ſending for. his. Reward, 
« Well, Jarvis, how goes the farm, and 
« the ſtock ? — 4 As well as can be, 
« an pleaſe your honour,” faid the old 
man ; r only ſorely troubled with ver- 
te min.” — Then the gamekeepers do 
« not do their duty,” ſaid my lord. 
7 Yes, your honour, indeed they do, 
4 when they durſt ; but they are mortal 
« fearful of going out o' nights to ſet 
« their gins now.” — % What are they 
« afraid of, Jarvis? — © Why, of 
« witches, your BORA 1 the worſt ſort of 
10 vermin in the nation.“ — © Witches ! * 
| faid my lord, © where do they come 
ee from, and what harm can they do 
46 me ?” Jarvis ſhook his head. They 
« come (as I have been told, my lord, 
. « by thoſe that know) from Lapland; 
40 they ride upon broomſticks till they 
« get into Scotland, juſt as well i in the 


on clouds, as your honour on your beſt 
nennen 


o 
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« horſe to Coventry, and in as little time. 
« Now I heard that there was a procla- 
« mation in Scotland directing them all 
« to be made away with; for not a 
cc horſe, a cow, nor any living creature, 
« could be ſound for them: and fo, 
« many, aye, and many of the. worſt 
* ſort, are fled into England.” — «© This 
«is a ſtrange ſtory, Jarvis,” faid my 
lord; „e and J am in hopes not true, 
1 have heard of proclamations againſt | 
« witches ; but indeed I look upon them 
ee to be only poor ſuperannuated women, 
« without friends, or the means of ſup» 
« porting themſelves; which gives their 
« neighbours cauſe to ſuppoſe that they 
« are familiar with the devil or his 
* * agents. But I do not think it poſſible.” 
— It is indeed, your honour; and I 
e never ſee an ugly old woman ſitting at 
« hex door in the ſun, bent double, her 
10 noſe and chin like a pair of nut- 
« crackers, 
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*orackers, and A cat by her fide, but I 
2 n e ſure N is a viteh. P 


3 111 
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2 0 well well,” ſaid my Wide . 
peeviſhly, what miſchief have they 
ce done me? - Done!” ſaid the old 
man, „more harm than they will ever 
« do good. Firſt, your honour, they 
be have killed the fine old flea- bitten 
de mare, lamed two of the beſt colts, 
«© given Topper the yellows, thrown - 
tt Lofty into the ſtaggers, broke Pop- 
« pet's knees as he came from Coventry, 
se Whither T rode him myſelf, and made 
Ko Black Beſs Nip her foal ; three of the 
* Cows are 92 Nod of the maltlong ; 
te they have turned three of the yearlings 
ce. dizzy, killed twelve hens of the roup, - 
et ſucked the blood of ſeven turkeys, 
«© hunted the ducks abour, ſo that five 
©have forfaken their neſts, given twen- 
Nu rot, and the pigeons have 

; ce flown . 
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e « flown about like mad ; and there was 
tr nothing but a poor filly: owl in the 
«-houſe,?? e That was“ ſurely enough 
« to frighten them, Kid my lord; e bur 
ce ho is ſuſpected of all theſe things? 
Several, ſaid Jarvis 1e there are too 
« many of them, your honour.“ 
ce But are there any pointed out as being 
cc very bad? — — * Why; my lord, ſome 
ec ſay the old woman upon the common 
ee jg the worſt; and others ſay ſhe that 
cc lives in the White Cottage; but Ido not 
<« think! there is a pin to chuſe. e 
« ſhall ĩnquire about them, replied my 
lord ce hut at the ſame time muſt confeſs, 
ec that all you have told me may babe 
e proceeded from natural cauſes. — 
To be ſure, your honour,” ſaid Jarvis, 
e nothing in the world is : ſo natural 'as 
ec for an ugly old woman, when ſhe: can 
c do no good at all, to turn witch ;' for - 
« when they are ſo helpleſs and ſo old 
Vol. I, M0 C8 «as 
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21 a8 not to be able to ork out of. the 
« hoùſt, or ſpin in it, why then taking 
ere is a very” good rrade.— 

ge of it? ſaid 
ur, why to 


5 my Jordi: þ 0 Ob, Nas; 0 
< be ſure the more miſchief rhey do, he 


| « better. New, it was but this very 
. day ſortnight, that Goody Wright's 
46 eldeſt. girl was bewitched with fits, 
l 40 W a cunning one, what 

<« gi ne da, but go to tke witeh in the 
« « White Cottage; and offered hermopey 
et d cette her. This witch isa fort of a 


Fart] nothing bar a lde baſket 
«of apples, And told Goody: Weight 
— t that if ſhe eame im half an r en hour ſhe | 
« would haye ſomething. ready for the 
15 e por gil; to work ſhe went, and, I 
Feat ap .wʒr [of charms were 
muttered over the: meſs, for the girl 
i, ſodn got vell and has not beten ill 
=, * 105 „ belince.“ 
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ee ſinoe. — Well, Jarvis, ſaid my 
lord, & if they have the power of do- 


« ing good, they may certainly be of 


« infinite uſe to mankind,” 4 Yes, 


"7 yes,” replied the old man, ie hut that 


„ maggot ſeldom bites; for evil they 
et are, and therefore evil betide them; 


ce would — © We will fay no 
« more of them at preſent,” ſaid Dd 


lord; how does the corn look ? 

« Oh, purely, my lord; as fine crops a as 
et eye can ſee or heart can wiſh; and the 
« young trees planted laſt year thri ve 


mainly for I have been careful to 


« keep them from the cattle,” That 
is well, Jarvis; order my horſe, cha 
may $9 A look at them,” : 


3 


Lady Mahan with her 2 | 


went into the garden, and inquired after 
ber treaſures ; her carnations, tulips, 
| M2 and 
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and auriculas. 175 he gardener looked 


melancholy. My lady,” ſaid he, «1 
c have the worſt news in the world to 
er tell you; every thing here is bewitch- 


«ed; hardly any buſineſs I have under- 
« taken has gone right; and indeed, my 


| «lady, I have worked hard, and thought 
ee of nothing bur my buſineſs night and 
40 day; but it does not ſignify, I might 


as well lean upon my ſpade from 


ee morning till night; for, as ſure as 1 
live, we are all bewitched.“ — ( Be. 


te witched! * ſaid Miſs Harrington; 


> by whom? Some fay, young lady, 


* by the witch in the White Cottage, 


et and others, by the old hag upon the 


et common; but I know a little of her 


«in the White Cottage.” = And what 
. « do you know of her?” ſaid Matilda. 


Why, a few years ago I cut my leg 
E with a ſcythe, and went to the 


4. n doctors with it; but they 
« did 


* 
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ee did me no good; and coming home 


« by the White Cottage as the neareſt 
« way, for I was very lame, the old wo- 


« man was fitting at her door, and aſked 
« me what made me ſo lame. So: I 
te told her; and ſhe ſaid ſhe could cure 


« me, if I would be ruled by her; which 
« was glad to be, as the doctors had 
© made me worſe and worſe. So ſhe 
« got ſome. herbs, maſhed them, and 


oY deſired me to waſh. my leg well with 
e the juice made hot; ſhe then put on 
es ſome of the green herbs, bandaged up 


ee my leg tight, and told me not to ſtir, 
te but to keep it laid up for a fortnight ; 


« but before that time was out, I got 


te well. Therefore I think, my lady, a 


« perſon who could do ſo good an action 


«can't be a witch; it muſt be the old 


e woman who lives upon the common; 
« but I have almoſt eyery thing ruined; 
< auricula and carnation -pots tumbled 

„„ « aver 


Aa"? 


— ws . ů Toy, 
— 3 
4 . 


hi 
: 1 


j 
| 
4 
l 


. — — —— ——— —  — —— 
A 


r 2 
3 - . A 2 2 
7 


— __— 
— B94 2 nn a — pb 
RET. 


2465 THE WITCH, AND THE 


&* over and broke, and the plants torn 
«in pieces; tulips and hyacinths 
turned out of the mould, the glaſſes 
« broke every night in the frames; and 
00 ſuch noiſes I hear at midnight as make 
4. my courage quail,” — Why did you 
© not get up to ſee bat i it was P” ſaid 

lady Harrington. «, Surely you might 
1 have the courage to look at them.“ — 

« Oh, yes, my lady, 1 have ſeen them 
5 many and many a time ; they appear 
ein the ſhape of monſtrous cats, with 

eyes gogpling all ways. I have counted 
« twenty of them together, when they 


__ «« have been at their frolicks.” — «© And 


« why did you not hunt them away,” 
faid Matilda, « or. ſet traps to catch 
„them?“ — © Oh, young lady, I am 
«© not afraid of a lion, and if they were 
tc real cats T ſhould not mind a thouſand 
te of them; but they are devils' imps in 


7 TOS ſhape ; ; and if 1 vas to affront one 
cc of 
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<of.them, and ĩt was to turn itſelf into 


you any other reaſons,” ſaid lady 


Harrington, for thinking the woman 


* in the White Cottage a witch?“ 
% Why, my lady, aſter ſne had cured my 
Jeg, I took notice that the vine which 
« ran all the way up the gable - end of 
« her houſe wanted cutting; I told her 
% fo, and cut it for her, ſor which ſhe 


was very thankful ; and there is not 
«ca, finet vine in the country, nor one 
a which brars better fruit — as fine a 
4 black cluſter as ever was ſeen; the 
des of the hauſe are covered with 
« roſes and honey- ſuckles, and I have 
* trimmed them ſor her ever ſince. She 
ig 4 well ſpoken woman, and offered 
me money for what I did; but I was 


ware of her character, and would 


* N none of it. Be ſides, ſhe would 


M4. © not: 


« ſame hideous! monſter, ii might be- 
c reave me of my wits. But have 
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not be paid for ouring my leg; but 
don't know, my ladies; for 1 ſaw 
nothing amiſs about her, exceptherbe- 
sing very ugly, and having three imps 
e in her houſe, which I ſawgbaſking one 
day at the bottom of her garden. I 
et went gently to take a peep at them 
ee through the buſhes 3 but they were as 
_ « cunning as I, for they ſhot off, and 

e flew like arrows in at a chamber win- 
e dow ſo quick, that if my eyes did 
ee not deceive me, they never touched 
0 ae the honey-ſuckle againſt the houſe,” — 


dec And what were theſe creatures like ?” 


faid Matilda in ſurpriſe. Two of 
ee them, young lady, like black cats, 
at and the other like a tabby; and one 
e night, when the moon ſhone very 

e clear, I ſaty them upon the top l of her 

ee houſe, making a moſt hideous noiſe ; 
et ſo I gave a good ſhout, and they dart- 


ed . * — again. But as 
nn * M | ce this 


* . 
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this perſon has been a good friend:ts 


e me, my lady, I ſhould not like to ſee 

t her ſuffer; and theſe familiars may 

- * belong to the old hag __ the 
« common. 


Ke. « Well, deg ſaid lady Har- 
rington, take what care you can, and 


“J hope we ſhall find out the perſon. 


« who has done us ſo much damage.” 


— * — 


YE the evening my lord N the 
| ſeward's ſtory ; in which he ſaw nothing 
like witchcraft. The flea- bitten mare 
died, he ſaid, certainly from age; Pop- 


pet's knees: might be broke from Jarvis's: 


head being overcharged with ale; the 
colts, cows, and yearlings, were recover- 
ed; and he thought that care, and a good 


farrier, would have been of more uſe 
than his people were willing to allow; 
that their having an idea of witchcrafe 


"= e 
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had prevented them from applying what 

was uſual in ſuch caſes, and therefore 

the animals were longer before they 
recovered. As ta the mare ſlipping her 
foal, he imputed it to the wetneſs of the 
ſeaſon ; and the ſow eating her pigs, 
to their being dead, and the animal's 
having no other means of getting rid of 
them. Hens were ſubject to the royp ; 
and the turkeys were killed, and the 
ducks probably frightened hy the foxes; 
the pigeons being alarmed by the owl, 
"who was certainly an enemy, was natu- 
ral enough; and therefore, to develope 
theſe things, he invited them to go in 
the morning and pay a viſit to one of the 
witches. Lady Harrington and her 
daughters agreed, the young! men * 


at that time — a viſit. 2h 
. 


ä a he morning was be and they 


>a 


firſt, 
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fe, . 4 Why, from the accounts,” ſaid” 

my lord, « that is the beſt of the two; 
let us go te the common, I like ta 
4 encounter the worſt firſt, But da you, 
« Elizabeth and Matilds, behave ex- 
tremely well, or the old woman may 


« play. yay ſome. trick. — I mould 


like, faid Miſs Harrington, to go 


tego che White Cottage firſt, becauſe, if F 
« fecollect, it looks neat ;- the other 
« ſeemed to be a mere hovel, nat fit for- 


_« a human being,” -» Don't be afraid, 


« Elizabeth, I will guard you,” ſaid my 
« plantation of qaks cloſe to the old. 
wood which I. made laſt year,, Th 
ce old woman may have bewitched them 
« for aught I Know. for that reaſon let 
c cus proceed rg che common. : be 


They met a girl abqut 2 | qvarter of 3 2 


mile from. the es dy and aſked . 
Ht 
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1 it tl there was not a witeh lived” cle: 
"abouts,' She ſaid, Ves. Did you 
- Geyer hear of any miſchief ſhe id to 
her neighbours ?” ſaid Matilda. Oh 
yes! T have heard of a great deal.” — 
Then tell us what you know.” After 
ſome recollection; ſhe ſaid, that her 
mother's cow laſt ſummer ſtrayed away 
2 for three days, could not be found any 
"© Where, and then came back all « on a 
| ba ; and it muſt be the witch that 
. « did it.” >= You will, perhaps, ſhew 
us the Way, „ ſaid lady Harrington. 
x There is not much path, ſaid the 
girl; for the folks do not like to go ſo 
. near a witch; but that is the houſe, 
and pleaſe your honours,” pointing 
with her finger, and then ſitting down 
upon a bank, as if ſhe wiſhed to make 
bſervations upon what was paſſing. As 
Be * hy" came. near the hoùſe it ſeemed the 
abode of wretchedneſs; they knocked 
2 e at 


Su» 


4 
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at the door, but no one anſwered; they 
then lifted up the latch, went in, and ſaw 
a very old woman afleep in a chair; her 
cloaths in a very tattered condition; and: 
a bundle of rotten flicks, tied together 
with a rope, laid upon the clay- floor. 
The windows were broken in many 
places, and ſtuffed with rags; the bed 


(if it might be ſo called) was a miſerable 


aſſemblage of pieces of old ſacks, on 


which a cat was laid, who did not ſeem 


bounced out at the door. The noiſe 
the animal made alarmed Miſs Harring- 
ton, who gave a kind of ſcream, which 


awakened the old woman. She rubbed 


her eyes, and ſtared at them before ſhe 
ſpoke, as if ſhe could not believe what 


| ſhe ſaw. At laſt, looking round, ſne 


ſaid, 8 Where am I? where can I be 2”? 
8 At home, good woman,” ſaid lady 
| Harrington z © we were walking paſt, 
. a * and 
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| «6 and wiſhed: to fit down; will you give 

us leave d = Ah,“ ſaid the old 
woman, this is na place far ſuch as 
«you ſeem to be to fit down in ; but, 
er ſuch as it is, your honours are welcome. 
4e | Am very old, fourfcore and | odd; 
and What is ſtill worſe, they deſpiſe 
« me for my age, which is a thing I can't 
help; and as Þ am poor, it would be 
n happy ching for me if I vas in a bet- 
ter world.“ — % But what has made 
you ſo poor ſaid my lord. '* Pleaſe 
your honour,” ſhe replied, © old age, 
_ «and the loſs of my children; I have 
« toft fix, one way or other, In lefs than 
ten years.” — © Thoſe mult be great 
« loſſes indeed: ” faid lady Harrington. 
« Yes,” ſhe ſald, „ loft then the only 
*r ſtay and prop of my life, and all the 
joy too. I am grown unable to work ; 

the pariſh allow me ſome little matter; 


17 the folks of the village will not 
ws let 
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let me live among them; I believe, 
_ « indeed, my croſſes might make me 
« ſay and do ſtrange things, for I was 
« Jittle better than crazy for ſome time. 
Nowy nobody comes near me. I had 
4 heen gathering ſome ſticks out of his al 
« honour lord Harrington's wood, _ 
and tired myſelf; ſo that I believe! 0 
« fell aſleep ; and yet I muſt go out again 
for my dinner, or have none; but L a 
am ſo weary that I wiſh I could ſleep N 
for ever.” And what were you to 
« have for dinner?” ſaid Matilda. A ah 
few hop«tops, or foal's-foot, young: -\ 
« lady,” —« And is that all?” — 1 
© Yes,” ſhe ſaid, *© with. a bit of bread. 
« | was looked upon once, and had 
« friends; but now I am an outcaft; 
* for every body who loved me has 
te been dead a great while, and a new 
_ « ſet that know nothing of me are come - Bi 
Ne Tou ſhall have || 
ce * 1 


* 
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et things a little more comfortable abour 
«© you,” ſaid lady Harrington. Ah, 

my good lady,“ ſaid the old woman, 
nothing vexes me ſo much as not to 
be able to do for myſelf. I am oblig- 
«ed, as you ſee, to live in dirt; my 
ec heart is good, but 4 eannot make 
& eſs old _ move.” 


e 


lM « Well, vo ſaid 1 my Bae as W — 
eut, ce are any of you bewitched? — 
« If we are,“ ſaid lady Harrington, © it 
e muſt be with a fit of compaſſion, for 
« I feel it extremely ſtrong upon me. — 
« Indeed, madam,” ſaid Matilda, © it 
_ « affects us in the ſame way; and 1 
hope you will, my. lord, do ſomething 
« for this poor helpleſs. creature.” — 
. 6 1 will fend to Coventry in the after- 
« noon,” | ſaid lady Harrington, « for 
< an entire change of cloaths; nothing 


« gratfies me fo much as affiſting thoſe 
| ho 
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tt who cannot help themſelves. This 
«'wornan has the true Engliſn ſpirit in 


« her, old as ſhe is, that would diſdain 


« aſſiſtance but from neceſſity; and the 

ce infant, the infirm, and the aged, have 

0 1 claims i pane our, benevolence.” 
to 1 . N 3 1 


Out Butler overtook ü lighted, 


and led his horſe, © They related the | 
adventure, and he told them, that the 


people in the neighbourhood, notwith- 
ſtanding all he could ſay to perſuade 
them to the contrary, were ſure that the 
_ woman in the White Cottage was a witeh; 
that many others were ſuſpected among 
the lower claſs; and ſome even of high- 
er rank were infected with the mania of 
the times. My good Mr., Butler,” 
ſaid / lady Harrington, I have been 
e reflecting upon this buſineſs, and a 
10 difficulty. is thrown in my way which 
4 ooh do not know how to get over. .You 
- c and 


* 


e 
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re and I are not inſecded with this mania; 
e yet I do got entertain a doubt hut my 
te people are, and who can I get to take 
care of the poor creature ? There is 
5 e room over the garden - houſe z but if 
v0 no; one will 80 near her, ſhe will be as 
badly off as ever.” — Why that,” 
faid Mr. Butleb, „ I think I can remedy, 
if your ladyſhip will permit my wife's 
* maid Nelly. She. is a coutageous 
I girl ; we have two female ſervants now, 
, and therefore Nelly is at your ſervice for 
«any huſineſa you may chuſe to employ 
her upon. -I am much obliged. 
c to vo., returned lady Harrington 
but at al events I will sry my own 
« houſehold firſt; and if they ſhould be 
_ * averſe, I think they will be aſhamed 
« of themſelves, when mw” find; _ 
46 win 3 . © | 
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ſeveral women in the neighbourhoe 

practiſed witcheraft, to the great annoy- 
ance of mankind; but that age and 
poverty were the only crimes ſne be- 


lieved them guilty of; that ſhe wiſhed 


to relieve a perſon. reputed a witch, 


which muſt prove to: them that there 
was no ſuch thing: that ſhe ſhould ſend 


ino of them to: the cottage upon the 


common, in the morning, to convey 
the old woman to the Abbey; that ſhe 
diſmiſſed them for the preſent, and 
would in two hours ſettle with the 
W als was m_ e e 


The time ſoon . and che houſe- 
keeper appeared, Well, Vincent,” 
* lady Harrington, K nate my people 

. 


Lady Harrington convened the houſe- 
hold, and told them that many people 
had been wicked enough to ſay, chat 5 


whom ſhe would clothe and protect, 


* 
K A > 3) TT GR 
os Car Yr = % * 

— ongden-Hache 


. 
N 


ry * - oy . * — — 2 _ * 8 - _ 
* — r * - £ P og” of ARE, Cc: - pe * 
— Gn 3 — RD — —— — "ts 80 2+ 123 Went - — Ys. 9% "AA rn — E 
— — — - —_— by 0 ae 0 * $5. — - 8 — 2 7 <*:. > Þ „ x $a * 0 pm ” - — 

— roms p r r — — : Sr — 2 Fr — — on 2 * a a4 9208 1 . . — - * 

2 a — 

> " " ” = _ _ — 8 . — 8 * Pas — * nr - a * - 

* P © er \4 % he N 2 * * 82 2 — "IS r 
— of 3 * 1 4 > ol 


Ew—PRAECRRraSrT9 
— 118 + * o 


— 
— 


—ͤ——ſ— ——— 


— 
— 


8 


32 
— 


* 
— — 
r 


* 
—— — 


TSS. « 
ye — V7 nt * — 0 X _ 
— U 7 1g — 
my 8 
ap. 


—— 
.v.[—U—U—w ͥ ũ Z—— p ˖ir⅛w 


— 


4 
* 


260 THz wirren, AND TE 


© got the better of their fears, and are 
E they prepared to ſhew their ſenſe? 
8 « No, I can't ſay they are,“ ſaid the 
houſekeeper. They one and all ſay, 
* that they would go through fire and 
© water to ſerve your ladyſhip but 
* they can't abide witches, and are in 
C © fear of their ves from 11175 


e. But, ente you e ſuppoſe a 
. « poor miſerable old woman ſo danger- 
dus a thing as running into the fire, 
© or; Plunging into the water; beſides, 
Jam perſuaded (as I told you before) 
.* that there are no ſuch beings as 

A witches, | I have ſeen. this. formidable 

- &-creature ; and I am ſure it was poverty 
| 0 only that made her be taken for ſuch. 
Rut, to come to the point, wil any of 

1 Wane 80 r 4 


45 Not one, my WE nh: men nor 


T e but the A — Then 
| e the 


> 


ce yourſelf, that has common ſenſe.” — 
« They are all erying their eyes out 
ct about it, my lady, ſaid the houſe- 
keeper. e You muſt. be | ſenſible,” 

returned lady Harrington, © that. my 
e ſervants ought to obey me. TO 
be ſure, my lady,” ſaid the hovle- 
keeper ; % only witchcraft is ſuch a cry- 
« ing ſin; to be ſure, if the loweſt girl 


« in the houſe would go for the witch, 


ce to oblige your ladyſhip I would go 
<« with her; but indeed, my lady, they 
et one and all give it up.,'—* Then 


« they. are one and all a parcel of 


c cowards,” faid the lady. . Bin a6 1 


have great confidence in you, Vincent, 


e and ever had, (for you were always 
« ſyperior in underſtanding to the com- 
mon people,) and from what you 
N have now ſaid I find I am right; 
« to-morrow * ſhall go to the cottage 


e upon 
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et the gardener is the only one, except 


. 
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tec upon the common. My lady!“ 
exclaimed the heuſekeeper. Tes, 

ct Vincent, to-morrow you ſhall go to the 

<« woman who has moſt cruelly been taken 
te for a witch, and ſee her new- elothed; 

Le for I know I can depend upon your 
ccc care; and it gives me the higheſt 
esc opinion of you, that you have offered 

cc your ſervices upon this occaſion, as it 

ce is a very Proper example; to all the 
et other ſervants.” ==< It is a long way 

« to che common, my lady, and Iam 

e troubled with the rheumatiſm, which 
"0; Wales my ancles ſo poorly ſometimes, 

'« that. I can hardly hobble to church,” 

1 the houſekeeper. « That I have 

e taken into conſideration,” returned 

the lady; © and therefore you {hall have 


ee the lazy black pad to carry you there.“ 


| — *. If the witch is very filthy and dirty, 

c ſhall not be able to touch her, my 

Cane wel N There i is no oocaſion for 
| cc that, 


— 


£ 
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eden Vderity far Nel, Me. Ber 
ce er's maid, is to go with you; and 1 

« 4m obliged to eee for uns 

xe rv Wu" n e 


* * * 
t ö —— 


Mrs. Minh recirea;”! not very well 
pleaſed with the honour. Certain no- 


tions, of the witch having a figure of 
| wax, &c. entered her imagination; the 


horrible idea of her Vino melted two- 
eighths of an inch every day conveyed 
the moſt tormenting reflection, and ſhe 
did not onee conſider, that the Necro- 
mancer Tithe diffelved her daily, as it 


was. "The night was ſpont in direſul 
.drbams ;- broomſticks were for ever 
preſenting themſelves to her terrified 


imagination; galloping through the 


air upon theſe implements turned her 
head giddy; and her ſleep, inſtead of 


N e n 
en, 1 9 TY | The 


. run viren, AND. THE 


Ty The morning opened brilliant and 
beamiful;, the cart, black pad, and 
gardener were ready at the door; and 
lady Harrington, ho felt herſelf ex- 
tremely intereſted in the buſineſs, went 
to ſee them ſet off. Nelly, quite un- 
concerned, Was jumping Into, the cart. 
«Jam pbliged to Mr. Butler, ſaid my 
lady, 40 for permitting you to go on this 
_cc errand for me; for my people are 
« ſuch cowards they dare not encounter 


15 e fan old woman of eighty.” 104 Ea 


Olf they went. The een . 
eh to the horſe; Mrs. Vincent paced 
'Nowly after them, and, contrary to her 
| "uſual cuſtom, did not utter one ſyllable. 

Nelly went humming Jobnny Armſtrongs 
| good Night, or the crutlties of Barbara 
"Allen, without tr Kr. t all. W 
| 29 Py Fs! WES + 3 
When ow arrived oy od . 
3 *« Gardener,” ſaid Mrs. Vincent, ce what 


5 f . « are 
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« are we to do with the horſes?” — 
« I' hold them, madam, while you and 
« Nelly get the witch ready; and then, 
te jf need be, I can lift her into the 
« cart,” —*<© If I get off this beaſt,” ſaid 
Mrs. Vincent, „I can never get on 
te again, for here is no horſe- block; 
« therefore I'll not get off, not I. Nelly 
« ſhall go in and get the old woman 
e ready, and you too if you will. I can 
« hold the horſe, he is gentle enough.” 
* thought, madam, you were afraid 
ce of the horſe.” “ Not half ſo much 
« as I am of impertinence,” ſaid Vin- 
cent; © therefore do you carry the 
ce bundle for Nelly, do you hear?“ [in 4 
loud voice.] * Yes, madam,” he an- 
ſwered in the ſame key; took the 
bundle in his hand, gave it to Nelly 
at the door, and ſat himſelf upon the 
graſs. Every thing was quiet for a 
quarter of an hour, — Nelly vttered a 

VOL, I, N kind 
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| kind of ſcream. The gnkdener jumped 
up, 6 and went into the houſe, 


ce Good 1 !” faid Mrs, Vin- 
cent to herſelf, << the witch has murdered 
e the girl, and the gardener too for 
ee aught I know; but if I ſtay here to 
ee be made away with, I'll be ſhot.” 
So, letting go the rein of the horſe in 


tte cart, ſhe applied her whip violently 


to the ſide of the black pad, turned his 
head towards home, and rode as boldly 
as if ſhe had been only five-and-twenty. 
The horſe in the cart, having a very 
great affection for his own ſtable and his 
friend the black pad, ſet off after them, 
Mrs. Vincent hearing a tremendous 
; rumbling behind her, urged her horſe 
to the top of his ſpeed, and the animal 

in the cart exerted all his ſtrength, being 
reſolved not to be left behind. The 
| porter at the park-gate, hearing the 
8 | | elattering, 
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clattering, opened it, when the black 
pad darted through, the horſe and cart 
immediately following, and arrived in a 
few moments at the grand entrance. 


ee Oh, I am bewitched, and dying by 
inches!“ ſcreamed Vincent. © I am 
cc ſure this is not my lady's horſe; it 
« can't be hers; that infernal hag 
ee changed it in the ſtable this morning, 
de and this is one of her familiars ; it 
et flew with me, I will take my oath it 
ec flew with me through a thunder ſtorm. 
.« Oh, the poor girl is murdered, and 
« the gardener too!” — Her ſtrength 
was exhauſted, and ſhe fainted. as they 
took her off the horſe, 


» 


* 


Nelly had taken the bundle from the 
gardener, and gone coolly into the cot- 
tage. I am come from her honour, 
.< 111 Harrington, Goody,” ſaid Nelly, \ 
JJV | 
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e and have brought you here a nice ſuit 
« of clothes and linen, new from top 
© to toe; and there is Mrs. Houſe. 
e keeper, and Mr. Columbine the gar- 
dener, waiting with a cart for you, 

« My lady ſays you ſhall live in comfort 
cc now.“ — “ Then it was their honours 
« I ſaw yeſterday,” ſaid the old woman; 
« Heaven ſhower down its bleſſings 
et upon their heads! for I can do no- 
« thing but pray for them..“ 


de Well, come,” ſaid Nelly, “here 
are nice worſted ſtockings, good 
ee ſtrong ſhoes, and every thing com- 
ee plete, Let me help you, for you 
« don't ſeem very ſtrong,” — No,“ 
ſaid ſhe, © but I have been as ſtout as 
« any one in the pariſh, and would have 
e done out-door work with any ſhe that 
* ever lived,” — © Now,” ſaid Nelly, 


ct don t you feel Wan, pure and com- 
e fortable 


. 
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«-fortable in theſe nice things? Here 
« js your cap; there, I have combed and 
ce righted your hair a little; and as ſure 
te as can be, now that you are ſmarted 
te up, I have ſeen ſomebody like you, 
« but not ſo. old. What is your name, 
4 Goody?“ - My name,” faid the old 
woman, © is Gaps. I was born and 
te bred in the village of Coombe; my 
« eldeſt ſon Simon lived at Gosford 
e Green, and was as famous a man for 
« hedging, ditching, - and thatching 
« ſtacks, as ever lived ; but he is dead, 
« his wife is dead; and what is become 
of his poor fatherleſs and motherleſs 
« children I don't know.“ 


« Oh, ſure,” bawled Nelly, “ you are 
te my grandmother! Oh that I ſhould 
ec live ſo near you, and never find you 
e out! What a beaſt am I! while you 

« have been in want ſo long!“ This 
I N3 exclamation 
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exclamation it was that brought in the 
gardener, and ſent Mrs. Vincent and the 
black pad away poſt. Oh, Mr. Co- 
« jumbine, I have found my dear grand- 
mother, all rags, up to the neck in 
« dirt, and hardly a morſel of bread to 
«eat; and I have been living at Mr. 
« Butler's for ſeven years in plenty.” 
Then hugging the old woman, “ My 
« dear grandmother,” faid ſhe, 1 
& thought you had been dead long 
at ago.“ Nelly again roared for joy; 
the old woman ſobbed; the gardener 
wiped his eyes with the back of his 


band, and then, putting it into his 


pocket, gave the old woman a ſhilling, 
| faying to Nelly, “Now, my girl, let 
cc us be going, if you have done all your 
« buſineſs.” He looked out. Mrs, 
Vincent and the cart are gone!“ 
ſaid the gardener. © Where?“ faid 
Nelly. Home, I ſuppoſe,” he replied. 
Tot F | «lam, 
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« I am frightened out of my wits,” 
ſaid Nelly; © I have been too long, and 
« ſhall get ill-will for this.” —*< No, no,” 
ſaid the gardener, © when they know 
cc all, you will have nobody angry with 
you; but I am afraid you won't be 
« able to walk fo far, Goody; we have 
ce a long mile to go.“ — Ves, give her 
but time, ſhe walked farther every day; 
fo, leaning upon Nelly, and taking the 
gardener's arm, ſhe proceeded ſlowly 
towards the Abbey. | 
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The family were in great conſternation 
at Vincent's account that the black pad 
was a familiar of the witch's ; it was 


— ſhaking from the violent exertions it 


had made, and yet ſtood at the door ; 
When lady Harrington hearing a buſtle, 
and ſeeing the people aſſembled, inquir- 

ed what was the matter: One of the 
ſervants told her ſomething which ſhe 
cm not underſtand; at laſt ſhe found 
that 
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that Mrs. Vincent was almoſt 5 

ed to death. My lord, returning from 

his morning's. ride, received the ſame 
information.; and the horſe and cart with 

the black pad were ſtanding together. 

% Why do not you put up that horſe?“ 
ſaid my lord to one of the grooms. 

| « Mrs. Vincent ſays, my lord, that it is 
e one of the devil's imps, and flew with 
* her through thunder and lightning; 
e and as that is the caſe, my lord, I 
« don't much like to touch it,” — 

ee Come, Matilda,” ſaid my lord, you, 

* know, are not fooliſh ; mount this 

« horſe, and we will go in ſearch of the 
56 gardener.“ Matilda mounted the 
1  bevitched pad, and went with i lord. 


At chat inſtant ade cs came out; and 
one of them telling her that their young 
lady was gone to certain deſtruction 
upon the black pad; — “ Well,” ſaid 
3 5 1 vo not be in her ſkin 

| N cc for 


2 I 
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ee for a thouſand pounds, no nor ten 
ce thouſand neither. Ah, did you but 
© know what poor Mrs. Vincent has 
« gone through, and what ſhe has ſeen!“ 
« What ?” ſaid the butler, “ do tell us.“ 
== © Why,” ſaid Bridget, © ſhe did not 
ride home upon a horſe, but upon a 


ee thing without ears“; for ſhe vows ſhe 


te ſaw none till ſhe ſtopped at the door, 
te and then it raiſed them a little; and 
te ſhe ſays that ſhe flew through thunder 
' «* and lightning; that ſhe did not feel the 

* horſe move at all; that ſhe loſt her 
breath, and her eyes flaſhed fire every 


ee ſhe will ever be able to ſee again, 


But what can folks expect that have 


«to do with ſuch wicked devils as 
_« witches ; for this is all their doing, 
e dare ſay, and a fine meſs will be 


ec made On 12 | 


. A horſe, when. prelld to the top of his 
| ſpeed, conſtantly ſquats his ears. 
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They now ſaw lord Harrington and 
Matilda returning. The porter at the 
n lodge gate had told them, that the black 
pad had run full ſpeed through, and the 
_ . horſe and cart after him; that they ſeem- 
ed ready to drop; and that he was afraid 
Mrs. Vincent muſt have broke her 
neck; for he never did ſee any body 
ride ſo furious before, They had like- 
wiſe metthe gardener, Nelly, and Goody 
_ "Gaps, and heard the ſtory of Nelly 
having found her grandmother. | My 
15 lord then went into the houſe, and in - 
formed lady. Harrington, who rejoiced 
at finding the old woman to be what ſhe 
wiſhed; for Vincent's 2 5 had diſcom- | 
7 6 poſed her mind a little. 


5 Nelly ran to the parſonage, and i in- 
. 6 Mr. Butler of the joyful news ; 
but lamented that her grandmother was 
do be ina room in the Abbey garden, 
. obſerving, * __ was a nice ſnug 
room 
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room to let at the end of his pales, and as | 
ſhe had a little money ſhe would pay the 
rent of it ; for ſhe could riſe two hours 
ſooner, or do any thing, ſo ſhe might have 
her under her eye. Mr. Butler ſaid he 
would mention it to lady Harrington, and 
for that purpoſe-would go to the Abbey. 


Mr. Butler informed lady Hirringeoe 
of Nelly's deſire of having her grand- 
mother under her care. © Iam glad of 
te jt,” ſaid the lady; © for I am ſorry to 
« ſay that my people are ſuch fools, that 
of they will not come intoa room where 
« ſhe is; and I began to be afraid ſhe 
te would be but indifferently taken care 
«0 except by the gardener. But 1 
« will give Nelly the furniture J in- 
te tended for the garden houſe; I will 

ce find the old woman clothes, and 
e allow her half a crown a week, if Mrs. 
ce Butler will let that good girl attend 
« her a little; and the pariſh muſt make 
es their former allowance.” 


EC 


276 ru e &e. 
Goody Gaps fat in the buttery with 


the gardener, and the houſehold now and 


then took a peep at her. At length 


the head cook, a decent elderly woman, 
took courage to go into the room, ſpoke 
firſt to the gardener, and then to the 
old woman; and her anſwers being ex- 
tremely plain and eaſy to be underſtood, 
ſhe entered into converſation concern- 
ing her birth, parentage, and education; 
and found, from the account ſhe gave 
of herſelf, that the remembered her 
when her buſband was living. This 
wore off in a great meaſure the diſtaſte 
and dread which the ſervants had con- 
ceived againſt her; and the old woman 
lived in the Cottage, under the care of 
her grand-daughter Nelly Gaps, in peace 
and comfort. 1 
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